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IN MEMORY OFPSITHE PAITHFUL UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT 
OF LOYAL ANGLICANS IN STRATFORD 
THIS LITTLE HISTORY IS 


DEDICATED 


TO 
THE LONELY CATHOLIC 
WHO 
AMIDST UNCONGENIAL SURROUNDINGS 
MISUNDERSTOOD, 

CRITICIZED, AND EMOTIONALLY STARVED 
STILL, BY HIS ACTIONS, BOLDLY PROCLAIMS 
HIS UNSWERVING FAITH 
AND WHO 
IN A DARK PLACE 
KEEPS THE LIGHT OF HIS DEVOTION 
BURNING BRIGHTLY BEFORE 
HIS SAVIOUR’S 
EARTHLY THRONE 


“But are you a Catholic?” said Cotgrave. 

“Yes; I am a member of the persecuted Anglican 
Church.” 

(The House of Souls. The White People, by Arthit 
Machen.) 


“As for my religion I was brought up in the Church 
of England as it is established by Law and have ever 
professed it; though I confess I have been an unworthy 
member of it in not living up to the strict and excellent 
rules thereof for which I take shame to myself and hum- 
bly ask forgiveness of God. My religion taught me my 
loyalty which I bless God is untainted.” 

(From the dying speech of Sir John Fenwick, Baronet, given 
in The Tryal, Attainder, or Condemnation of Sir John Fenwick, 


Baronet. Printed at the Hague, 1697. From a copy in the 
author’s historical collection.) 


“T profess myself and I thank God I am a member of 
the Church of England though, God knows, a most un- 
worthy and unprofitable part of it; of that Church which 
suffers so much at present for a strict adherence to loyalty 
and Christian principles.” 

(From the dying speech of Joseph Frind, executed April 3, 


1696, for high treason. Taken from a contemporary manuscript, 
written at the time of the execution.) 
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THE GENESIS OF CHRIST CHURCH IN NEW-ENGLAND 
ANNALS | 


With aching hands and bleeding feet 
We dig and heap, lay stone on stone; 
We bear the burden and the heat 
Of the long day, and wish 'twere donee 
Not till the hours of light return 
All we have built do we discern. —Matthew Arnold, Morality 
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Today, as we celebrate your 250th anniversar 
y as a parish, I intend to gather togeth- 
er the evidence for the underground movement which began sixty-seven yaar enberiee 1707 


and which ultimately defeated the "Blue Laws" 
BURT et harcnec ces ws" of this last New England state to hold out 


Samuel Johnson, D.D. 


1607, May 13: The first sarvice of a permanent church in America was held at Jamestown, Virginia, up= 
on the landing of the Virginia Colony with the Rev. Robert Hunt as chaplain. Holy Communion was cele~ 
brated for the first time on June 21, 1607.2 


1607: The Church of England made Indian converts in the Popham Colony in Maines 
1620: The Pilgrims landed in Plymouth, Masse, determined to tolerate no Episcopalianism. Hence, in 


f 1623: The Reve William Morrell, who come with Robert Gorges to found a colony at Weymouth, Masse, was 
forced to leave after one yeare The Puritans also banished the Rev. John Lyford for his Anglicanisme” 


1623: The first settlers in the New Hampshire colony were members of the Church of Englande 


1629: John and Samuel Brown, two brothers, held services at their homes in Salem, Massachusetts, and 
were joined by neighbors, but the Puritans denounced them as ringleaders of a "faction" and sent them 
back to Englande During this same year, Samuel Maverick, a Churchman living near Boston, was persecuted 
for his religious beliefs and practicese 


1630: The Reve William Blackstone, of Boston, under pressure from the Puritans, sold his prosperous 
farm there and moved to Rhode Island, establishing himself in a meditative retreat a few miles north of 
Providences? 


1633, Autumn: Connecticut was first settled at Windsor by explorers from Plymouth Colony in Massa- 
chusettse ; 


oes John Winthrop, son of the Governor of Massachusetts, fortified the mouth of the Connecticut 
Rivere : 


1638, Spring: John Davenport and his associates settled New Havene At this time there were two 
jurisdictions within the state--rivals until 1665.° Laud planned to send a bishop to New Englande’ 


1639: Seventeen families under the leadership of the Reve Adam Blakeman or Blackman, an ordained 
priest of the Church of England, took up residence in Stratford. Congregationalist historians have kept 
alive a rumor that he came to America because he had been suspended from officiating at home, but 
they offer no evidence. [See the Appendix by Carolyn Hutchens for quite different possibilities. ] All 
agree that his people were Episcopalians of sorts, carrying certificates of their communicant status 
with theme Under Blakeman, however, they gradually conformed to the Protestant traditions which they 
soon discovered in Hartford and elsewhere, finally coming under the yoke of a Congregationalist legis- 
latures® But there is no evidencel!! Of the seventeen original families, four surnames stand out: 
Peat, Blakeman, Beardsley and Wilcoxsone A descendant of the first John Peat, acting with the ardent 
underground movement, signed the petition to the Bishop of London on April 1, 1707; descendants of the 
others, as Episcopalians, signed the petition to the Assembly in May, 1738. [See belows] Apparently 
the first immigrants kept alive memories of the Book of Common Prayer and preserved copies of it along 
with certificates of baptism, confirmation and marriages 


1641: New Hampshire came under the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, which began to oppress Church~of— 
England colonistse 


1642: In the mother country, the Puritans began to seize power, ultimately executing King Charles I, 
discarding the bishops, and making it a high crime to use the Prayer Book. Celebration of Christmas Day 
and other festivals was forbidden. The twenty years,of this reign of terror strengthened the Puritan re- 
gime in New England and drove Anglicans into hidinge 
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For nearly ninet 


The Reve Richard Gibson of Portsmouth, Ne He, was tried in Boston for baptizing infants and 
solemnizing marriages according to the Book of Common Prayer. 


ars after his banish» 


ye 
ment from the colony, Portsmouth is said to have had no ecclesiastical Gite Strict Congregational- 


ism permitted the baptism of only the children of thé inner circle of covenanted believerse 


ey left thousands of infants uncared 


1643: 


fore 


When, during this year, the so-called New-England League against the Indians was formed, Maine 


Such a poli- 


and Rhode Island were not included——the delegates of the former being Churchmens those of the latter be~ 


ing Baptists. 


16443 


now the best missionary the Church h 
1650, May? 


of five pounds sterling 


as ever hade 


The Congregationalists had not the slightest interest in toleration. =? 


Massachusetts law assigned heavy penalties for the use of the Churech-of=-England Prayer Book 
in public or private worship and required that all coples in the colony be delivered up for destructione 
The Congregationalists suspected what we all have come to believe—-—that the Prayer Book was then and is 


The Connecticut General Court established the famous "Blue Laws," requiring every person 
to attend prescribed Congregational services on each Lord's Day with heavy penalties for neglect. 
about $100 today) was assigned those who showed contempt or obstinacy. 


nate punishment was being placed on a stool in a publi¢ place with a printed sign around one's neck.l4 
These laws were still unrepealed fifty years later when Stratford Churchmen began to organize this parish, 


and a few of our forefathers endured 
16503: 


Titha 
1661. 


their full rigors. 


[See Document I.] 


Stratford's earliest land records show the names of Daniel Titerton and Joseph Hawley, whose 
descendants wera to be active in the establishment of his parish in 1707. 
on) was a prominent representative from this community in the General Court until his death in 
(Witness the signatures of his descendants under May, 1738.) 


1650 and thereafter: Back in the mother country, though the Church of England clergy and laity were 


forbidden by law to practice their religion, they were not idle. 


They began writing a series of devo- 


The first.Daniel Titerton (or 


13 


A fine 
An alter= 


tional books which began to circulate in the colonies and made lapsed Anglicans homesick for the old-time 


Anglican faith and practicee 


Here are some of the titles: 


Richard Allestree, The Whole Duty of Man, with Private De- 


-wotions 


[23 editions before 1700] 


Richard Allestree, The Causes and Decay of Christian Piety 
(Many editions] 


John Cousin, A Collection of Private Devotions, London, 1655; 


[9 editions by 
Jeremy Taylor, The Rule 


1693] 


nd Exercise of Holy Dying, London, 


1651. [17 editions by 1695] 


Jeremy Taylor, The Rule and Exercise of Holy Living, London, 


1650. [18 editions by 1700] 


Jeremy Taylor, The Worthy Communicant, London, 1660, 1661, 
1667, 1671, 1674, 1683, 1686, 1689, 


1695, ete. 


‘Anonymous, The Deyout Communicant Exemplified, In his Behaviour 
at and after the Sacrament of the 


before, 


Lord's Supper, 


These and such books as appeared at 


the same auspices will be found in the inventories of the es- 


‘tates of your forefathers, the earli 
Church in Stratford. 
‘are available to you at the State Li 


1660, May 83 
_gationalists became fearful and epte 


jwith greater severity than evere 
|Robert Jordan, who-persisted in bapt 


Charles II proclaimed kinge 
'the restoration of the Church of England, to the great relief 
‘of most in the British Isles, but in New England the Congre=- 


London, 1671. [5th ede, 


1682; others dated 1683, 1688, 1700.] 


the same time and under 


est laity of Christ 


(Their original wills and other papers 


brary in Hartforde) 
With him came 
reed their Blue Laws 


For example, the Reve 
4ging children, was 


‘haled before the General Court of Massachusetts and im=~- 


prisoned. (He is reported to be the 
area who continued true to his ordin 
the period of the Puritan Commonweal 


only priest in this 
ation vows throughout 
thet? ) 
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1661: Charles II founded a company "for the Propagation 
of the Gospel among the Heathen Nations of New England," but 
nothing much came of it. (It foreshadows, however, the ine 
corporation of the Se Pe Ge forty years later in June, 1701. )28 


1663: The town of Rye was founded. Though now in West- 
chester County, New York, Rye at the beginning was a part of 
Connecticut and was settled largely by people from Connecti-~ 


cut and Massachusettse Bedford, founded in 1681, was also 
at first a part of Connecticute Since the Church at Rye had 


Iq his Begaviour before, at and afer 


an important part to play in the founding of Christ Church, ; THE 
Stratford, we ought to remember that both were in towns 

originally a part of Connecticut and under the Connecticut ) ~-M a 
General Assemblye The fact that the Episcopal Society in S A € R A M E N I 
Rye called itself "Christ's Church" may account for the name ‘OF THE* 


you ultimately chose for yourse 


: -@ ; 
> 

1664, Sept. 6: New Holland (now New York), with the best EXOEUE SIG Se zs 
harbor on the Atlantic coast, surrendered to a British gar- ‘| | Practically fuited tayaW t “Pars of 
rison which, with its Church of Eageend chaplain, began hayv- that Solemn Ordinatce. 
ing Prayer Book services on shores 9 The news must have en» 
couraged Churchmen in Connecticut, as evidenced, a few weeks 
later, on 


‘| | But they made light of it——Matth 22.5.} 


1664, October 17, when seven Anglicans petitioned the The Fi Here at 
ne Fifth Edition, much Co. ; 

General Assembly of Connecticut for the privileges of "Our en AE 

Mother Church," especially the two Sacraments. This signifi- 


cant, post-Restoration paper is reproduced in facsimile, ' June §. 1670. Inprimat. Tho Tompkins. 
with a commentary, as Document II---a testimony to Anglican ———--- motets ee See esaees! 
vitality in the area of Hartford and Windsorg both of which LONDON a 


communities, thanks to the Connecticut River, now had con- 
tact with the British garrison at New Holland. This docu- 
ment foreshadows increasing activity on the part of the 

Anglican "underground movement" in the Colony of Connecti- ! > ; SSS | 
cute“ [See the end of this paper.] ‘eee a 


Printed for Thomas Dring, at the Har row | 
next USL in Fleet-ftreer. 1682. - 


1664, November 30: The Royal Commissioners settled the [Note the quotation from Matt. 22:5 
boundary line between Connecticut and New Yorke Rye and Has- and its pertinence to the Puritan 
tings were thereby clearly indicated as belonging to Connecti- and Congregationalist contempt for 
cut, and the Connecticut General Assembly took steps to deal the doctrine of the Real Presencee] 


with the religious illiteracy of the people of Rye, attempting 
to secure a settled Congregationalist minister theree 


1665: Charles II, four years earlier, had placed North American affairs in the hands of his brother 
James, then Duke of York, who sent a Commission to New England to determine what was best for the peace 
and well-being of the country and to ease, if possible, the sad lot of those Churchmen who wished to use 
the Book of Common Prayer without incurring penalty, reproach, or loss of civil rightse The Commission=- 
ers were urged to investigate with caution. They had with them their own chaplain, who performed Divine 
Service according to the Prayer Book wherever they went--~but always privately» Upon arrival here in 
1665, they were told that Anglicans might worship in their ow way by petitioning the County Court for 
recognition, but nothing was said about the fact that they would still be required to pay taxes to sup= 
port the Congrogationalist Church and ministry, and pay a pro-rata share of the costs of building Congre- 
gational meeting-housese : 


1666, January 16: Eight persons here in Stratford, one of them Daniel Titharton (whose brother Timo- 
thy was a founder of this parish), mindful of the advantages they had known in the Church of England, 
wrote to the Reve Israel Chauncey, asking that the heavy Calvinistic "covenant" be reduced "half way" so 
that their babies might be baptized and they themselves enjoy wider spiritual privileges. After being 
twice put off, they finally carried through the town meeting an application for a more liberal clergyman 
to minister to them. They secured, moreover, the right to use the meeting house on Sundays between the 
hours of the stricter Congregational servicese This breach in the ranks of the Congregationalists is 
traceable to Anglican ferment---to a desire to have the spiritual benefits normative in old Englande 


1666, November: The Reve Israel Chauncey was ordained to succeed the late Adam Blakemane On this oc- 
casion, Elder John Brinsmead, a lay brother, while assisting in the imposition of hands, neglected to 
take off his mitten. (Churches were poorly heated in those times}!) There is evidence that the news got 
about and that the Anglican underground throughout Connecticut enjoyed a good laugh about "leather mit= 
ten" ordinations and other rites of Congregationalists, which they believed to be invalide” 


6 


1668: "The Inhabitants of Stratford" in the records of this year included, beside Daniel Titterton 
and Widow Titterton, the following: Joseph Hawley, Samuel Stiles and Ephraim Stiles. These surnames@0 


appear in the Anglican petitions to the Se Pe Ge and to the Bishop of London at the time of the founding 
of this parishe 


1669: Disputes among the divided Congregationalists continued, finally reaching the General Court. 
On March 3, the "old guard” submitted the following petition, hoping to stamp out the liberal wing of the 
"half-way" covenanters through sympathetic action of the Court when it convened at Hartford on May 140 
We reproduce this document because it indirectly testifies to the gathering strength of the underground 
opponents of Congregationalism. The families of the signers, however, though at this period stout Prot- 
estants, were not immune to Anglican influence. The surnames on this Congregational document (Willcock~: 
son, Beardsley, Blakeman, Beach, Clarke, Hawley, Boothe, Preston, Curtis and Peat--to name only a few) 
reappear after 1725 on lists of Episcopalianst1176 (Compare the list under date of May, 1738. 
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ee May 5: The "half-way" covenanters among the Stratford Congregationalists under the Reve Zech= 
ariah peters organized a second society. Two years later, under continuing friction with the "old 
guard," they were allowed to found a new town at Pomperaug, now Woodbury.e (Among this Woodbury group was 


a Samuel Styles, possibly related to the Isaac Stiles who signed th t 
eis mend gne e petition to the Bishop of London on 


1679: A petition from several persons in Boston to the Bishop of London for permission to have Angli- 
can services in that town was granted in spite of great local opposition, and a Church-of=Englend parish 
came into beinge At this time, in North America, only four bona=fide Anglican clergymen were actives 


1680: A report signed by members of Christ Church, Stratford, dated approximately 1710, implies that 
as early as 1680, there were quiet "professors" of the Church of England in Stratford, "desirous to wore 
ship God in the way of their forefatherse" (See Document Ie) 


1683, November 28: Much against their will, the towns of Rye and Bedford were ceded to the Province 
of New York by Connecticut through an intercolonial agreement. Both communities continued to look in the 
direction of New Haven, Stratford, and Hartford for trade and cultural opportunitiese§ 


1685: The Reve James Blair was appointed Commissary to represent the Bishop of London on the Atlantic 
seaboard, with headquarters in Virginia. (He did not come as far north as Connecticut, but his presence 
on the American Continent gave encouragement.) 29 


1686, May 23: The Reve Robert Ratcliffe read from the Prayer Book and preached in his surplice in 
the Town House in Boston before a large groupt3t - ; 


1687: The first New England Almanac with the holidays of the Episcopal Church noted throughout was 
published by John Tulley of Saybrook, Connecticut, for the year 1687. It appeared more or less regular~ 
ly, indicating Anglican festivals, until 1702. Though published and distributed from Connecticut, it was 
printed in Boston, there being no printing press yet in this states?” 


1688: Another revolution in the home country, and James II was obliged to flee. For a few months, 
there was no head of the English government until the Whigs invited William and Maryy requiring them to 
approve a Toleration Act and a Bill of Rights, theoretically applicable to the British colonies, -but ac- 
tually effective only in the British Isles. Nevertheless, the news of these concessions to Dissenters 
in tices) emboldened Anglicans in Connecticut to try for a degree of toleration herée (The "Act" is da- 
ted 1689. 


1689, cone? King's Chapel, which had been erected on the site of the present edifice, was opened 
for servicese The Church of England was at last firmly planted in Boston} 


1690: Church-of-England sympathizers in Stratford were now becoming more vooal than evere One was 
Daniel Shelton, an important merchant and one of the richest landowners, whose name appears on all the 
early parochial petitions from this parishe Isaac Knell was another, concerning whom we shall hear some~ 
thing of interest later. Richard Blackleach or Blacklach, an able merchant, was another. In 1707, he 
and his son formed the inner core of Episcopalians, and a descendant, Samuel Blackleach, became the first 
parish clerk here. There were also Timothy Titharton and John Peat. New arrivals in Stratford from 
England and Long Island seem to have increased this number, though we may never know their namese 


1690: That the Stratford-Fairfield Congregationalists were becoming alarmed at Anglican gains largely 
through policies and laws in the home country 4s demonstrated conclusively in a set of twenty-four ques 
tions which Judge Nathan Gold [? Nathaniel Gould] composed and presented at the General Courte Items 4, 11 
and 13 foreshadow the battle cries of the Revolutionary War CEA raed years later. Items 7, 9, 17, 22 
and 23 reflect the growing power of the Anglican undergrounde® 


1691: 1, ‘Whether laws, charters or grants are of any value, or whether corporations, socie- 

ties or peculiar persons can call anything their own? 

2. Whether the town of Fairfield be outlawed, or whether or no it hath any right or 
interest in that grant to townships ? 

3. Whether leaping over the laws & trampling down the liberty of the subjects be 
not tyrannical power? 

4. If laws, charters & grants may be broken at will & pleasure, are we any longer 
safe in our lives, liberties or estates, but by it lie open tothe furious invasion of all that is 


ruinous & calamitous ? 
5. Whether that grant unto townships be not one of the sweetest flowers in the gar- 


den of the laws, to whom we owe the flourishing prosperity of a well governed town? 

6. Whether it be according to rules on equity, that this, one of your first born, a 
lovely beautiful child, should be disinherited & lose its birthright to an inferior brat ? 

7. Whether it be not horrible & ridiculous to bring grants, liberties & privileges, on 
record into a Chancery or Ecclesiastical Court to be determined ? 


The Rev. Samuel Johnson, D.D. 
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16953 Chest Church was erected in Philadelphia—~-the first edifice in that arene (Note the popu= 
larity of the "parish name" in this period during which you came into existence.)37 


1697, January 19: The Town of Rye rebelled against the Colony of New York and sought to return to the 
jurisdiction of Connecticute® "Thomas Merrick and Deliverance Brown in behalfe of the plantation of Rie, 
and Zechariah Roberts in behalfe of the plantation of Bedford, petitioning this Councill that the planta- 
tions of Bedford and Rie might be owned as included within the charter of this Colonie, and enioy the pro- 
tection and goverm” of the lawes of this corporation, the Councill considering that the said plantations 
are included within the charter granted by his royall Majestie Charles the second to this corporation, and 
also further confirmed to this territory by the settlem® of the dividing line between this Colonie and the 
Province of Newyork by the solemn act of comissioners for that end comissionated under the broad seal of 
England by his said Majestie..ethe Councill doe therefore see cause and judge themselves obliged to own 
the ices plantations to belong to this territory, and to recieve the inhabitants thereof under their 
goverm’, and doe hereby order that pattents shall be granted them for their respective townshipsesee"?9 
The Act was approved by the General Court in May, *° thereby bringing Stratford and Rye under the same 
jurisdictione 


1697, May 6: A body of New York Churchmen petitioned the Governor for permission to establish Trinity 
Church, with the Bishop of London as their rector and an assistant rector in residences The new church 
was opened for services on March 13, 1698——another encouragement to Stratford Anglicans, who were now 
only a short sail from a Prayer Book parish and the Sacramentse 


1698: South Carolina passed an act "to settle a maintenance on a Minister of the Church of England in 
Charlestone "42 


1700, March 12: Dr. Thomas Bray, who had been appointed ecclesiastical commissary for Maryland by the 
Bisho ves London, landed in the South for a six=-months' visite (This good news eventually reached Strat= 
forde 


1700, October 10: The General Assembly in Hartford bowed to an order from abroad requiring that Rye 
be returned to New York. Cole Caleb Heathcote is said to have been largely responsible for the reclaim- 
ing of this plantation for New York and Anglicanism. (He was later to use it for a base from which to 
assist Church-of-Englend sympathizers in Stratforde ) "Also his Majesties order bearing date the 29th 
of March, 1700, for stating the line between this Colonie [Connecticut] and the Province of Newyork, and 
whereby his Majestie hath placed the townes of Rye and Bedford under the goverm® of Newyorke "44 


1701: What was to become Yale College was established, definitively named a few years later for 
Elihu Yale, whose son, still later, while visiting in England, conformed to the Anglican Church and 
caused both the father and Yale embarrassmente 


1701, June 16: The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts [SeP.Ge] was charterede 
It immediately planned to send George Keith [see under September 11, 1702] to survey Church life in Amer~ 
ica and to report how the Society might best promote the Church of England in our part of the worlde 


1702: The Churchmen at Ryé, NeYe, prevailed upon Bishop Compton to license the Reve John Bartow to 
officiate as a missionary there, but he was shifted in 1704 to Westchester (now the Bronx), and the mis- 
sion at Rye became vacant. The fact that the Bishop of London had acted upon a petition from a neighbor 
so close to them led the Stratford underground to take the same stepSe 


1702: Although no petition has actually been discovered from Stratford Episcopalians as early as 
this year, it seems necessary to assume, on the authority of David Humphreys, that such a document some= 
where exists and will eventually come to lights In speaking of New Epetand as one of the last areas to 
engage the attention of the SePeGe he offered the following details:* 


"The last Government, New-England, tho' as hath been remarked before, provided with an Independent 
and Presbyterian Ministry, yet had great Numbers of Inhabitants, who could not follow that Persuasion, 
put were exceeding desirous of worshipping GOD after the Manner of the Church of England. I shall give 
the Reader a few Petitions from Congregations of People in this Government, which shew plainly the So- 
ciety did not concern themselves here, till they were loudly called upon; and that the Inhabitants in 
many Places, did not only send Petitions for Ministers, but also built Churches before they had_any Min- 
isters; which is an uncontroulable Evidence and Proof, that the People themselves desired to have the 
Church of England Worship, with a hearty Zeal and true Sinceritye 


-wardens of Rhode-Island, wrote to the Society, ‘That they cannot for- 


"In September 17026 the Church ‘ 
he 


bear expressing their great Joy in being under the Patronage of so honourable a Corporationesece’ 


alk 


Bishop of ondon (Dre Compton) received at the same Time Petitions for Ministers from Rhode=Island, from 
Naragensett, from Newbury, a Church in NeweHampshire, from little Compton and Tiverton, from Braintree 
near Boston, and from Stratford in Connecticute The Oase of these two last Towns was also further re~- 
[eJommended to the Society's Care, by Gentlemen of considerable Figure and Interest. Colonel Morris 
pressed very earnestly for a Minister for Braintree, and Colonel Heathcote, for another, for the People 
of Connecticut-Colony; great Numbers of whom, were very earnest to have a Minister of the Church of Eng~ 


Jand. Robert Hunter Esqj Governor of New-York, in the Year 1711, writes thus to the Society, concerning 
the People at Stratford: When I was at Connecticut, those of our Communion at the Church at Stratford, 
came to me in a Body; and then, as they have since b Letter, begged my Intercession with the Venerable 
Society, and the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of London, for a Missionary; they appeared very much in 


earnest, and are the best Sott of Men I met with in that Country" 


"The first People who strove to have the Church Worship settled here [in Stratford], were about 15 | 
Families, most Tradesmen, soma Husbandmen, who had been born and bred in England, and came and settled | 
here. They by their Discourses about the Church Service, first turning their Neighbours Thoughts this 
Waye" oa aes 


1702, September 10: The Rove George Keith, gathering materials for the SePsGe on the state of the 
Church in North America, visited New London, where he encountered no Episcopalians but was "civilly 
entertained" by the Congregational clergyman, Gurdon Saltonstall, later governor of the colonye Se 
expressed his respect for the Church of England but revealed few of the facts concerning the strug= , 
gling underground movement. Here is the brief passage dealing with Connecticut in Keith's printed 
journale 


[Page 43] September 10. 17026 


We came from Newport on Rhod Ilind and croffed: 
the Ferry over to Naragapfet, and Jodged that Night 
at Mr. rae hakd Houle, who Entertaincd est kind. 
Jy and hofpitally, and next day we Travelled about 
25 Miles, and lodg'd at Mr. Sextons, an Inn-keeper; 
and next day we fately arrived at New-London in Con- 
netlicot Colony, and Government, which ftands by a 
Navigable: River. 


” 


FROM Septembe 134 Sunday. 
ate oy are Mr. Zalbot Preached thcre in the Forenoon, and }: 
N E W+H A M P S Kf IR E Preached there in the Afternoon, we being defired fo: 

ae to do by the Minifler, Mr. Gurdox Saltenftall, who 

os 5 TO: es a civilly Entertaincd us at his Houfc, and exprefied his 
een | jaeteae good affection to. the Church of Exelon, as did allo 

er : the Minifter at HYampton, and the Minifter at Salishur 
¢ A R A T U C K, . abovementioned, and diverfe others New-England Mis 
# +» On the Continent of a nifters did the like. My Text was Rom. 8. 9. The 


Auditory was large, and well affected. Col. Wincop, 
Governour of the Colony, after Forenoon Sermon, ins 
vited us to Dinner at his Houfe, and kindly Entertain. 
ed us, both then, arid the next day. 


NORTH-AMERICA. 
BY ae et 
GEORGE KEITH, 4M 


Late Maat from che Society for the ‘Pigats 
pagation of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts. 5 ai 8 
now Reétor of Edburton in Suffex. 2 "\R 

‘ ay, oo ae Ry ‘ re ' 
LONDON ©. aad: 
Downing, fot Brab, Aylmer et the "Three Pigcons 
veg OF Ao cathe Iojel Bacbengt Come FT0k 


Septe 156 1702. 


We hired a floop to carry us from New-London to’ 
Long-Ifland over the Sound, being about Six Leagues 
Broad, and that day we fafely arrived at a Place on 
Long-I/land, called, OyfterePonds, about Noon, after that 
we came on Horfeback that Day 24 Miles, and lodged 
at Mr. Afowel’s an Inn-keeper, the next Day we Tra- 
‘velled 45 Miles, to Seatalket, and lodged at Mr. 
Gibs, Innkeeper; the next Day, being the 17th Inftant, 
we Travelled 32 Miles, all upon Long-£fahd, and ar- 
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ie March 14: The Reve Israel Chauncey, after a troublous ministry because of the rebellious "half- 
way" covenanters, died in Stratford. It was assumed that his successor would have other problems to facey 
for the Church of England sympathizers were beginning to come out into the open. They were especially vo- 


cal against being taxed to pay the salaries of Congregationalist clergy and to erect Congregationalist 
parsonagese 


1703, May 7: On this date the Church-of=England underground movement struck its first effective blows 
The Town Meeting sought support to buy a house from Daniel Shelton to serve as a parsonage for the 
next Congregational minister. Orcutt cannot give a reason for the stiff opposition which defeated the 
plan, but in naming the principal opposers, he tells us all we need to knowe Shelton was an Anglican, 
and so were Isaac Knell, Samuel Peat, Sre, Timothy Titharton, and, possibly, Joseph Fairchild and Edward 
Hinmane Having petitioned the Bishop of London for a missionary, the underground was not going to waste 
its money on establishing Congregationalism in Stratford with facilities which its own forthcoming mis= 
sionary might lack. (Knell, Titharton, Shelton and John Peat were founders of your parishe) 


1703-1704: The Reve John Reed was finally selected to be the next Congregational minister heree He 
was a man of great probity who read the signs of the times and was not hesitant to reveal to the Anglican 
underground that he would gladly go to England and receive Episcopal ordination, if his family--a rather 
large one—~could be fed during his absence. Because he was liked by the Church~of=England sympathizers 
in Stratford, his Congregationalist flock began to make his life miserable and ultimately, at the time 
this parish was organized, dismissed him without a cent, 50 


1704: Colonel Caleb Heathcote, to his surprise, was elected a member of the SePeGe Apparently his 
early efforts in behalf of Stratford Churchmen (see under 1702 above) made his election a part of a de- 
veloping SePeGe strategye He proved mebeoryen sy to be one of the best on=the=spot helpers among the 
laity that the Venerable Society ever hade 


1704, May: The Reve Thomas Pritchard became the first "pector" at Rye, NeYe His limitations soon be~ 
came apparent to Colonel Heatheotee If he was ever approached by Stratford Churchmen for services or pas- 
toral help, he apparently gave them no consideratione Fortunately for the Church in this crucial period, 
he died in March or April, 1705e 


Mr. Pritchard was duly established as Rector of Rye and put into 
possession of the Rectory or Parish Church of Rye in May 1704. As 
there was no church in Rye at this time, services were held in the Town 
House. The natives of Rye were averse to the Church of England and 
its liturgy according to Mr. Pritchard who reported on November 1, 1704, 
that his flock called the Cross in baptism “popery and downright idolatry” 
and referred to the Liturgy as “the gaggling of geese.” 


Madame Knight, who passed through Rye in December 1704, wrote 
as follows in her Journal “and they told me that one Church of England 
parson officiated in all those three towns (Mamaroneck, Rye and Green- 
wich) once every Sunday, in turns, throughout the year, and that they all 
could but poorly maintain him, which they grudged to do, being a poor 
and quarrelsome crew as I understand by our host. Their quarreling 
about their choice of a minister they chose, to have none, but caused the 
government to send this gentleman (Mr. Pritchard) to them.” 


Colonel Heathcote did not long retain his first favorable impression 
of Mr. Pritchard, for on February 26, 1705, he wrote to the secretary of 
the Venerable Society “how uncommonly unhappy and unfortunate we 
were in Mr. Pritchard, who had during his stay totally ruined the interest 
of the church in this Parish; his management is so strange and unaccount- 
able, that but barely to relate what that gentleman does not blush to do, 
looks more like malice than a true account of things. I do assure you 
he has not for near a quarter of a year now past, preached four sermons 

‘in any part of his Parish, nor scarcely been there in all that time; he 
living at a public house in a french town called New Rochelle, about 6 
miles from his church, that being so intolerably careless of his flock, the 
people some not knowing of it, and others being enraged, that when he 
preaches, nobody will come to hear him.” 


’ 


1704, October 6=26: Schoolmaster George Muirson is mentioned in letters to the SePeGe, one from Lord 
Cornbury and the other from the Reve William Vesey, in haa of Trinity Church in New Yorke Muirson's 
character and quality are both indicated and foreshadowed: ° 
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HE Propagation of the Goppel de Fopelgn Parts, an i 19 an: 
. &. Affair 0 ‘he higheft impor to, Ménkind, and therefore « 
| firft given in Charge to his Apofiles by the Son of Ged, when 


ae a) Nations’ 


them to Ga,, b, and 
in the Name of the Father, of théSon, and 


Sptahivtos r-wre-thie! Py ees Heh ; 
exeeuce that Commiffion for the Good 


bf Souls) and the. Honour or 
titeir Bleffed Redeemer. 


,. How the Primitive Preachers of the Gofpel fucceeded in the Difcharge of 
their great Truft in the earlier Days of. Chriftianity we have a glorious 

count’ ip the facred Writings, where we find, that whilft they were 

ed by one dnd the fame Spirit, the Gofpel was wonderfully propagated’ 
by them; ‘twas no foonet tifen, but, like the Sum its Emblem, it fhone forth 
e¥en upon the remoteft Parts of the then known World, giving Light to 
them whith fate in Darknef., and in the Shadow ef Death. But it under. 
went in after-times frequent Eclipfes, and fuffer'd ftranpe Declenfions thro 
the Corruptions arid Diffentions of thofe that fucceeded in the later Ages: 
And ‘ris a very ittelancholy ting to reflect, how our moft Holy Religion, 
which in Fifty Days after the Refurredtion of our Lord; was proclaimed 
at Jerufalem to Meh of all the Nations, and in all the Languages under 
Heaven ; doth now at moré than Fifteen Hondred Years diftance, thro’ 
the prevailing Influences of Fudaifmm, Mi eoniegt bes and ,Paganifin, beat 
no larger a Proportion to thofe other Profeffions than that of Y, to XXV. 
No more than which is allow’d it by the moft'accutate Computation in its 
tutmoft Latitude, as it comprehends the Eaftern, the Latin, and the Pro- 
béftant Communions at this Day. ; 

‘To re¢aver the Ground loft, and for the betrer Promoring he De- 
fign of. the Gofpel, in reducing all Dehominations to one Fold, Whethet 
Fews or Gentiles, there have .been many ahd zealous Attempts for the 
Converfion of Infidels in thele laft times. 

The Church of Romé, whofe Emiffaries compafs Sea and Land to gain 
Profelytes, boafts much of her Spanifls, Portuguese, French, and (cveral other 
Miffions ; by which it muft be confets’d, thar the Name and Profeffion bf 
Chriftianity hath indeed been enlarged, yet not without fuch grofs Cor: 
ruptiens as very emineny Perfons among themfelves have defervedly com- 
plained of, whilft the Reformed Churches of Holland, Sweeden, Denmatk, 
&c. hayé donc more, though with Icfs Pomp, and under far lefs happy 

eS F ot: Fee te 

eelene: we nmult confefs, hath been tbo much wanting arid nepligentin 
this great Concérn, ftom whom more might have been expected, as én- 
joying more of the {pecial Favours of God, under a clearer Light of the 
Gofpel than many other Nations ; but the Concurrence of fome unhaps 
py Circumftances undert which we have long Jaboured, hath obftructed 
the willing Endeavours of many able and pious erfons, who would 
heartily have come into this Evangelical Work ; But this noble De- 
fign fcem'd, by the fpecial Provic ence of Gad; to be referved for fo 
favourable a Seafon, when many other piows and charitable Works are car- 

i i is Kingdom. ees 
vr Bef ie Reiaa of King ?f7liam III. that this glorious Defign, 
for advancing the Kingdom of the Bleffed Fefus abroad, was firlt cffectually 
fer cn foot ; Who was no fooner informed by fame whofe Hearts God fad 
ftirt’d up for this extraordinary Undertaking, @bat in many of our Plans 
tations, Colonics and Factories beyond the Has, the Proton ei cae 

fers was berp mean; and marly others of our Plantations; €otont 
and Factories were wholly dente ny beignets Sica 
iMersand the Publick cHosthip of Gon; and that bos race: of-Adups 
ere aeanaactaaae for (uch, rtanp toanti the Bowmlrehratier a ors 


of the Holy Gholt 
x ey 


Cloyd and Herramenty, ari] ern’s to be abandon» to Brbeinn ane Ings 


belite s anv chat alld fos tage of Mearned and Je poo nifers to tre 
race ethers of MDiv Mubdietto in ehe Myint ples renege. tiene 
Romi Prick tutte mengfcoarega bert dub dzatp. 

& wite ter and Ze atty, Bur jioye di y 


h ahd Stare, as well as of a confiderable Number of others of 
almoft all Ranks and Profeffions, to carry on.(o glorious a Defign 5 at the 
Head of whom appear our Metropolitans of both Provinces, The moft 
Reverend Fathers in God, Thomas Lord Archbithop of Canterbury, and 
Fobx Lord Peele? of York; with the Right Reverend Father in God; 
Light Bithop of London to whofe Jurifdiction moft of thofe Places 

te) ngs ; i : j 
The Seal thus conftiruted, after adjufting Preliminaries.as the Choice 
of Officers, fuch were the Prefident, Vice-Prefidents, Treafurers, Auditors 
Secretary, €c, Appointment of Deputies in the Counties co take Spbtcriptions, 
fertling of By-Laws and Orders for theit more regulat proceeding ina Mate 
ter of fuch Confequence ; and Admiffion of New.Members, (aschey were 
empower'd by the Charter, to call in fych to their Affiftance from time to 
time, who might appear ufeful Men) Applied ir felf diligently to the greac 
Work in Hand, which had foon fallen to the Ground thro’ the lamented, 
Deceafe of its Founder, had not the good Providence of God blefs'd ug 
with an equal Succeffor to the important Affairs of Religion as well as 5 hey 
our Gracious QUEEN ANNE, who upon an Addrels for her Protedltoet, 
froth the whole Body of the Corporation, was pleafed, in the moft fas 
vourable manner; td egprefs Her felf thus: 


T phall be always ready to do my Part towards Pris 
moting and Encouruging fo good a Work, 


‘ rf pe ere pees 
The Society being thus Encoittaged by the Affurances of Her Majefty'¢ 
Royal Favour, (who had beforehand declared Her Approbation E 
they are now doing, by Her Princely Munifitenta, wien the Affi? wig i 
privace Hands only ;) The Work has gone on ever fince, by God’s Blefling, 
with greater Succels than cotild reafonably be expected. Correfpondencet 
are very far carried on abroad, Deputdtions {ertled abhome, thany Sub-, 
Scriptions made, feveral Benefaftions brought ih, and divers prudential 
Hays and Means taking for the Converfion of Indians, and fercling the State 
of Religion in Her Majefty’s Foreigh Dominions ; By fupplying with able, 
and good Minifters the Natives as well as Englifh; apphincing Catechtts 
and Schoolmafte?s for the S'aves; wich other ignoriné Perfans ; and fend- 
ing over {elect Libraries for the Inrprovement of che Clergy, as well as: 
practical Treatifes for the Buification of the Lairfi ee 
And at the fame time, it has pleated God to, rife a Spirir of Bealyin | 
many of the Piantattons far: Prd-notigg this prtat ahd good Work, thro’ 
the indefatigable Application of refdent. Minifters and itenerant Miffiona-. 
ies, Mr. George Kesh in patticular, , who,, by the Succefits with which, 
God has beep pleated. to, bl¢fs his Endeavours, thro’ the Courfe of his 
Miffion amongft the Americans; has brought preat@ ‘ 
by adding mafly co im =, 0 # Uo pee dare cl. . 
What b s been,done as to the fexeral Parcitulars inertioned,* shears 
fromthe View, annen'f,, extracted from the Journals, aiasibty and Let-, 
ters df the Socicty $ whence may be.eafiiy pather'dd how the Sociery hag 
endeavoured to anfwer gtcag Trpit repofed in them to the SAcicfas: 
Ction'of Wipreprdided Peli 


, 


Telecel 


All the 


4 ~oo 8 


7 ele Names. 


gp the Gontinent of North-America from N. E. to S. W. with 


2 


mthem. | ee 


tance received from | Demands uponsheSociety for 
flge fh fi Minifters,Schools,Libraries,&c, 


_the Society. 
* “to Mr. Thoroughgood Moor} For the Mobecks, 
1001, per Annum, befides which 
he is allowed 20/, towards 
Furnithing bis Houfe,and 15 /. 


ie 


8 For the Oncydes. 
« For the Onontages, 


oy ibrary, he C. ; 
Commtnly call’d,, ie mate Fer ihe Sivek, or Sinnen- 
5 F i; 3 if nor,. o Mr, Lydius, ande-Mr, Del-|  towans. 
“The Pv ing Indjgns andi have more thé sepfigacal beswer berg hus, sol, each for their Ser-] 1 For the River Indians, at 
HOR nada England and the, Reformed Religion, | Vice among the Indians. jShackgok a little above Albany. 
; Se ; Jafri , ° age \ 
9 , oe ; ° feom 


| 


* 
+ 


15 


© Provineg of 

, | Mame 5 

ANG ng Lari, | Pifcde day, 0% 

or Mile NHampfbire; 
£9 with its ¢ Plymouth 3 


PR aM ee bee atouic ny fee 1 Mig of for the Reo; ons 
vIn all thay Provinces Baftward of New-York, there]. Toa Minifter in thé Ife of | ' ae mo as 
3 no Chateh SB Bugland peadbi ged neither in| Sheales, who was ‘upon the}: Min. for Swanzy diuch wanted, 
aia * oles et, .. Plivesceas, peaaerecarhy Spot, 201, forgne Year. t Minitter for Little Compton, a- 
nor that of Mayne, excepe at Beffer, w QD od! Baas lias Secomt, 
large one, having tive Minifters, Mire Miles and Mir.) To Mr. Barclay at Brain-|'i Minifter for Tiverton, 
ving Colonies, | Connecticut 3 Bridge ; and at Braintree, whither the Society: js| tree 50.7: per Annum. &25/. in 

-|mony. ee 


é Saciery: t Minifter for Naragen{er, where 
rilisedys lan- | fending one, on the profpect of good Succels, a Church is built they'll fub- 
» . ’ 1 wee ' ’ 

° a 


s 


> 


eigh®our- ers 


List feribe $0 f, pcr Ammer, 
SE FE Ee 
S a 


* 


| S| reg Provan Religion i (eed hee by AG of 
i NewYork, embly, a in EB land, except in Si hk, 
Eien twen-cpeter, | Coun. i iPod om star of he] 
Hirt nity Church in the City of New-York ar t6e/. per!’ To Mr, Fohe Bartow at 


1 Minifter for Richmond. or’ 
Staten Ifland, to whom 


3 é ; they ll allow 40 [. ger an 
Cc > cy 
A aah povetats with ovher Adv: eB tO Ma Vefy the pre- Chefter 50 |, per Am, and | 1 Schoolmafter be Nee Tork, 
Suffolk, ent worthy Incumbent. In Queen's Connty on| a Benevolence of 3b. 1 Schoolmafter for Albany, . 
New-York, Naffaw Ifland 1201, for two between them. 401! ToMr. BbasNean Carechift} t Minifter for Kingfion in Ul- 
ae: for one in the County of Richmond. In A ager at New Tork, sol, pet An. and|{ fer : 
: Albany,\> ha Maine for two at 9p f each, 1 in the Kowa! 15/. for Books. 1 Minifter for Skenneftedy Gar- 
5 Durch, | User, |] Of P¥éft-Chefer, and 1 a8 RyeSbefides, Her Maj 0 Mr. PritchardRedtorof| rifoa and Albany, who will 
Counties, | Dutch, ' allows 130 /. per Annum fos the Chaplain of the Fo 150. for : do fignal Service. 
Orange, \{ces: A Latin Free-School is likewife eftablifh’d- at} “To Mr. Cleator School-| 1 Schoolmafter for Weft-Che- 
L Aing 6 New-Tork, by the influence of His’ Excellency the mafter at Rye 1$/. pAnnum, | fier ty. 
. : Lord ‘Cornbury, with 2 others, by which means found 
Re'igion vifibly gains ground there. 
a Eait, Here is na Church nor School eftablith’d by AG | TOM! Joe Taliet Reftor of 8. Me-| » aireifer ae the Falls j 
‘ ( C < Yo in Bevlingron, are at 2 in Shrewshery, 
Nova Cefarea | @ | of Affembly, either in tie Bigs Baxi Towns, or| Aan vo hrskenb fa Bis ation eo | al pe acast ae 
: NO ? Two Dutch: but a confiderable number of People [PY -49.7 |. o« &« ve 1 At Hopemdl, between Creswick and 
OG Be st were Quakers, Scuate jg i sro Mt: Jol Sharpe 30% for his Sex} "sasidonbead, where they are build- 
Neio-Ferfe gy ar join in Commninion with the Church of England| To Mr. Jobs Brock at Shrewstery, Am-| SE S08 ace chine 
> | Miniftry, particularly in the Eaft part, and County | 97+ Elizabeth Town, and Freebeld, in E. neti zy 7 


Of Monmouth, where are 4 Congregations gather’ di Jerky. sol, per. Av.and 151. in Books. 


To Mr. Henry Nichols at St 
Paul's in Uplands 501. per An. 
and 20 /. in Books. 

To a Patent for a Minifter 
and Schoo! matter 32 /, 6s, 8 d. 
at Philadelphia. 

To Mr. The. Crawford at 
Dover-Hundred 301. per An. 
and 1 /. for Books. 

To Mr. Andrew Rudman for 
the fupply of Oxford 121. 105. 

To Mr. Club Schoolmafter 
at Philadelphia 15 1, in Books, 


as much in Money. 


38 Mini@er for New-Caftle Town 
where there is a Chorch built, 
and a B7elfbCongregation moftly. 

3 Minitter at Appcquenensy in New 
Caftle County, who would do 
great Service, 

1 Minifter ae the Fs2r, 30 miles 
above Philadelphia, where a 
Church is building. 

1 Minifter at Oxford or Frank. 


Is ferrled by People of almoft all Languages and 
Religions in Europe : But the People called Quakers 
are the moft numerous of any Perfwafions ; and in 
Philadelphia, theic Capital mk there is an Epifco- 
pal Church, called Chrift Church, having a very la 
Congregation, frp by Mr. Evans, bos betes 
the voluntary Subfcriptions of the Inhabitants, hath 
a Grant from Her Majefty lately of $0 /, per Annus, 
and the Schoolmafter 30/. There is likewife here 
a Quakers Meeting, a Presbyterian one, an Anabaprift 
one, and a Sweedi/b one without the Town. 


Penfylvania, 


ort « 
5 School dependent on the Mini- 
fter of Chefter or Uplands, 


The Eleven Counties were divided into Thi 
Parifbes, by an Act of Affembly 1692. befides whic 
here are feveral Chapels : Popith Priefts and Quak 
© equally obftruct a good Progrefs. Sixteen Minifter* 
land have a competent Mainrenance, their Glebes fertled, 
Ma rytana, and Libranes fixed, and many Thoufand Practical 
amd Devotional Books have been difperfed amcng 
the People to good Effect, by the affiduous and 
pious care of the Reverend Dr. Bray, from whom 
a further Account may fhortly be expected. 


About 14 Churches Unpro- 
vided with minifters, parti- 
cularly Shrowsbury. 


To Mr. George Macqueen 
6/, in Money, 4/. in Books. 
To Mr. Robert Keith ol. 


in Money. Many Schools much wanted, 


a ae 
Divided into Fifty Parithes, with abour Thirty 
; Chapels. Here is alfo a noble College Erected for 
Diy 00 the Education of the American Youth in the Studies 

V srginia, of Philofopby and Divinicy. Maintenance for Mi- 

nifters ean by Act of Affembly, but by difufe im- 

"| pair’d in many Places. 

— ae ncaa 
© worth Carritack, Here are about Five Thoufand Souls {catter’d like 


: _ ToMe. Samuel Thomas at|3 Minifters wanced, with 
Pafitengh,| Sheep withou a Shepherd, befides a great Number Cooper River 50 /, per An.for} Schools, here being three 


three Years, befides 47 /. at} Churches built, and Glebes 
times, appointed, with a Library, 
To Mr. Stackhoufe at ee 1 Particularly forRoanoak ,who 
creek sol. per dn. and 11. for} will be allowed 60/. pann, 
Books, . 1 Minifter, & a School or two 
wanted, 


Several Parithes not tupphed 
F with Minifters, particularly 
Et Macalasal Eliza- in Prince Anne's County. 
beth City Parith 1¢/, in Bocks. |! Matl.ematical Profeffor for 
date els ‘| Wiliam and Mary College 
much wanted. 


a, Pequimmins,| of Tuskarora Indians, who would gla ‘Iv receive our 


° , Chewan, ifla ies, : 
Carolina, § cintlN p asxphlice, ech Stee is’ not divided into P»rifhes ; how- 
‘ ever, there isa Church at Charles-Tows, Mr. Marfton 
Minifter, and another co the Southward near Ediffo 
South, 5 River fupplied by Mr. Williams, 


To Mr. Trott by the hand 
of Mr. Samuel Thomas 101. for 
Stuffs by way of Prefene to 
the Indians. ’ 


Mr. Samuel Thomas was fent co inftru~* ttefe In- 
The Yammonfea | dians in che Chriftian Reli ion 5 bur finci:y ir an 
. Inds . ° | improper Scafon : His Miffion is refpite: ‘+ fome 
tans, Rone! 


16 
: NV. B. There are earneft Addrefle#trom divers Parts of the ‘.catinent, and Iflands adjacent, for 


‘0 many, Confirm more, and Blcfs 


or Bifhops, to Vifit the feveral Churches © 


[Page 3] 


Their Names. Prefent State of Religion. 


Has feveral Settlements of Englifh, with many 
occafional Inhabitants; as Workers, Mariners, €3c. 
at the Fithing Seafons, to the amount of feveral 
Thoufands: But no publick*Exercife of Religion 
except at St. Fobn's, where there is a Congregation, 
but unable to fubfift a Minifter, 


Newfoundland, 


All under Quaker Government, except one Con- 
tegation of Mr. Honyman's, who is maintained part- 
y by a Contribution from Gloucefterfkire, and partly 

by the People of Newport. 


Rode-I/land, 
belonging to New-Eng- 


and, 


Leng-Ifland, 


belonging to New-York, 
porting of King’s- 
County, Queen's, and 
Suffolk, 


Here are matty Dutch, efpecially in King’s-Cou ji 
who have feveral Congiepatiinn ea a Minifter 
at prefent, only are affifted by Mr. Vefy of New-Tork ; 
In Queen's County and Suffolk, Two Church of Eng- 
land Congregations ;_ many Independents, fome Qua- 
kers, and Libertines. 


Here were Fifteen Parith-Churches : One of 
which, Port-Royal, was burnt down Fanuary 2.1702. 
and not retrievable; being annex'd to King’s Town 
by a late Act of the Country, which prohibits any 
Market for the future at Port-Royal. 


a 


Jamaica, 


The Englifh here rcfiding have Five Parith- 


Antegoa, Churches, which are ofthe Church of England, 


Has Two Parithes of the Church 
likewile. 


Montferrat, of England 


Some AMERICAN Iflands under the Englifh Government, with Two 
Englifh Factories in EUROPE. ‘ 


rire Clespy, sol. per Annum, 


«SUFFRAGAN, 
ail, 


Affiftance recerved from Demands apon theSocietyfor 
the Societys ~ MiniftersSciools, Libraries fcc. “}~ 
To Mr. Fackfon sol. ig 
Annum for three Years, 
fides a Benefaction of 3e/. 
ee 
& 


To Mr. Honyman 30/. for 
one Year, and 15/, for Books. 

To the Minifterand Church 
Wardens of Newport 1§/. for 
Cominunion - Plate, Pulpit- 
Cloth, €c. 


1 Minifter for Port{mouth, 
1 Schoolmafter. 


e 


1 Minifter who would take 
the Charge of a School in 
King's County,might do confi- 
derable ice. 

1 Minifter for Newton in 

ueen’s County,where there is 
hurch built. : 

t Minifter for Oyfter-Bay. 

1 Minifter for Suffolk, County, 
of great ufe. 


To Mr. Wibiam Urquhare 
at Jamaica, maintained by 
the Subfcription of the York 


Books, 

ToMtr. Fobn Thomas Rector} a 
of Hempftead, sol. per Annum 
and 13/, for Books. 


1/. for Books. ? 
To Mr. Garbrand, 15!. for 


Books. 
COSTES tana daar neree 


To Mr, Gifford and other 
Minifters, 20/. ‘ 


To Mr. Arbushnoe 201. for 
Books. 5 


oa 


Factories in EUROP E and AFRICA, | 


Here is a Factory of Englif Merchants; as at 
Arch- Angel, where they refide alternately ; to whom 
the Czar has given as paler Ground as they fhall 
defire to build a Church upon, with other Conve- 
niencies for the Minifter, @3c. who ufes the pont 
of the Church of England, and who is defired to 
incert_ the Czar's Name and his Son's in the Litany 
and Prayets for the Royal Family. 


Mofcow ; 


St. Helena, | 


Church-Catechi{m, with other Devotional and Prattical Books, 
Continent: und great Numbers of fuch like Books, 
for the places that want them mioft, 


To Mr, Urmften, a Beneta- 
Gtiion of Greek Liturgies and 
Teftaments for the Mu/covites; 
and of Engli/h practical Books 
for the Youth and Servants of 
the Faftery, &c- with 5 /. more 
in Bibles, Common - Prayer- 
Books, €3c. which were much 
wanted, 


' To Mr. Maffats, 6s 55. in 
Books. 


Ph SAME EEE, A 
N. B. Great Numbers of Bibles and Common-Prayer-Boohs in the Enghifh,: French, and Datch Languages, Expofitions on the 


ve been fent by the Society to the Iflands and the 


Hopiilie!, Expofisions on the 39 Articles, &¢. ate now providing 
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1. 
If, What they have before them to do /till 


From the foregoing View, may be obferved, 


What the Society has already done tBiwards the Propagation af the Gofpel in Foreign Parts. 
in that important Bufine/’. 


II. What Encouragements they hope for to enable them to 3 through fo great a Work, 


HAT the Society hath already done towards the Propagation 

of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, fince the Date of their Chater, 

Junc 16, 1701. 
1, That they might anfwer the main Bnd of their Incor 
have actually Committion'd One Miffionary, and made Prefents to o- 
chers at a great Expence ; and are Soliciting Maintenance from the Crown 
for Five more, who arc at Ieaft wanting, for the Converfion of the Praying 
Indians of Canade, whole Souls we thall be exccedingly wanting to if we 
hegliect longer to Inftruct them in the Faith of our Bleffed Redeemer, as we 
are able, when God has fo wonderfully open’d their Eyes, their Hearts, and 
their very Tongucs, fo asto call to us, as thofe of Macedonia did to the Apo- 
files of the Gentiles, Come over and Lelp ss. To which Purpofe, fo remark- 
able are the Words of one of their Sachems or Kings, in the Name of 
the reft, in which they fenfibly expreft their Concern for fuch a Miffion, 
t@ the Commiffioncrs for the Indicn Affairs in Albany, June 28. 1700, 
as appears by an original Extract of the Earl of Bedamont's to the Lords 
CommifMioners of Trade and Plantations, O&ober 25.1700, That the 
highly challenge a Place in this Account, to the exceeding Comfort of al 
fuch good Chriftians as hope that their Redemption draws near. We are 
now ccme to trade, faith He, end not to {peak of Religion: only thus much 
Lonuft fay, all the while I was bere before I went to Canada, I never heard 
any thing talk'd of Religion, or the leaft mention made of Converting us to 
the Chrijlian Faith; and we fball be glad to hear if at laft you are fo pioufly 
inclined to take fome Pains to inftruct your Indians in the Chriftian Religion ; 
Iwill nor fay bus it may induce fome to return eo their Native Country: I 
wifly it had been done fooner, that you had bad Miniflers to inftruét your In- 
dians inthe Chriflian Faith, & doube whether any of us had deferted our 
Native Country: But Imuft fay, 1 am folely beholden to the French of Canada, 
ror the Light I received to know there was a Saviour born for Mankind ; and 
now we ave taught God 1 every where, cnd we canbe inflrufted at Canada, 
Dowaganhae, or the ntmoft Parts of the Earth, as well as bere. 

And it; a later Conference with the Lord Cornbury thofe Five Sachems or 
Kings of the hoquois, promifed him ac Albany, Obedience to the Faith of 
Chrijl, told him, they were glad to bear the Sun fhined in England fince King 
William’s Death ; admired at firft that we thould have a Squa Sachem, viz, 
A Wcman King, but they hoped fhe would be a Good Mother, and fend them 
fome toTcach them Religion as well as Treffick; then fent fome of their Country 
Prefents to Her Majefty, Signed the Treaty, and made the Covenant fo fire 
(asthey faid) that Thunder and Lig] tning fhould not break st on their Parts, 

Nor has the Socicty turned their Thoughts only on the Indians in the 
Northern Parts of the Englifh, Dominions, but have fent alfo One Mirfionary 
for the Service of the Teomanfee Indians to the South of Carolina, who having 
been lately engaged in a War with the Spaniards, and every Day in Dan-_ 
ger of an Invafion from them, were not in a Condittortoretttvt Inftru. 
Gtiion ; nor was itthoughe fic by the Governours to truft him yc amongft 
them, but as foon as ‘tis practicable to treat with them, there are Affurances 
he hall leave the Neighbourhood, where he is inftructing many Souls as 
much neglected as the former, namely, the Negroes of hye. eck. 

2. The Society has not only had a Regard to Infidels, but, as becometh 
Chriftians, has taken Care of its own Country-Men ; in fending 10 Mini- 
fters with fome Schoolmafters and Catcchifts wigh good Allowances to the 
feveral Places along the Continent of North- America, where they were moft 
wanted, and the Hervel. is ripe for fuch Labourers, who will faithfully 
refift and oppofe the Progrefs of Atheifm, Infidelity, Quakerifm, Antinomi- 
anifon, ae and Immorality, which have hitherto difmally overfpread 

urches. 
ie They have made fuitable Provifion alfo for fome of the Iftands, thofe 
too much ‘neglected Parts of Her Majefty’s Territories, by a Supply of 
Five Minifters, without any Charge to the People, and have otherwife 
fupported Twelve more in the Northern Iflands and the Continent, in {uch 
manner as has been requefted, 

4. That the Faforses mention 
infenfible of its Concern for the 


iL 


‘din the Charter might not be altogether 
m, there has been a Settlement Peat 
ion at Amflerdam with the Confent of the Magiftrates 0 
Le Pea ated arene has been given to the promifing Be- 
ginningsof a Church at Mofeow, to which the Czar himfelf has contributed 


london, Printed by 


oration, they . 


by beftowing asm 
Eng life Merchahts. 
lately, 

All this the Snciety hath done upon the bare Annual Fund of about 800h 
pe’ Ann! with the Acceilioh of mor much above 2400 /, occafionally 
Subtcribed: the Amounts. of which together do hardly anfwer the De- 
mands of the pretent Miffionaries and Minijters, €3c. abroad, with the 
incidental Charges of the Corporation at home : therefore, 

I], Whag the Society has ttill before them to do in this important Buf- 
nefs, calls for more than ordinary Bencfactions from without, whilft the 
yearly Sub{criptions of the Incorporated Members fall thort. of 1ooo/. per 
Ann, and that voluntary too. , A iender Bottom, upon which to begin the 
Converfion of the Indians mention'd, to build them up in our moft Hely Faith, 
and to provide Miniftcrs, Catechifts, Schoolmafters, Librarics, Churches, 9c. 
for a Continent well Peopted under feveral Governments 1200 Miles in 
length upon the Sea-Coaft, as well as for the [lands of Newfoundland, Ber- 
mudas, Famaica, the Bahama, and Caribbees ; in tome of which there is 
yet no Provifion of Minifters, or of any Support for them, and in all the 
others much fewer than the Publick Service of God and the Inftruction 
of the People do reafonably require: Which Pyofpect, when enlarg. 
ed by a Vicw of the future Care. that is to be had of the remaining 
Factories and Piaces to which we Tradc in Afia, Africa, and Europe it felt, 
where they live as it were without God in the World, to the great Re- 
proach of the Chriftian Religion, except at Hamboraugh, Lisbon, Smyrna, Alep- 
po, Cunflantinople, Fert St. George, Surat, &c, which are well fupplicd by.our 
Worthy Merchants that trade or live there, gives an earneft Tsien to 
the Léberality of all well-difpofed Chriftians : And they to whom God has 
given more than a Competency, with the unfpeakable Bleffing of Hearts 
gtacioufly difpofed to employ the Surplufage to his Honour and Glory, can- 
not now want an Opportunity of doing fo in the moft excellent and ac- 
ceptable way. 

Since then this great Work of maintaining the Chriftian Religion and 
propagating the Go/pel in Foreign Parts, calls aloud forthe utmoft Affiftance, 
tikes upon the View to be worth all our Pains and Coft ; It is to 
be hoped, ‘ 

Gs HE That the Socicty will cet with fuitable Aid and Encouragement, 


uch Ground as hall be defired for that Ute upon the 
A Bencfa'tion to St, Helena has been alfo fent very 


.to enable them to go thro’ fo glorious a Work as is nowbefore them, of 


teducing infinice Numbers both of Pagans and nominal Chriftians from the 
Power of Satan unto God: and therefore, 

1. As Her Sacred Majefty has becn a thining Example to Her Subjects. 
in this Caufe of God, by extending Her Royal Bounty and Charity to- 
wards it: So it is heartily defir'd, 


2. That all Her good. Subjects, in their feveral Stations, will be for- 


“ward in their Proportions to promote God’s Honour and the good of Souls. 


That the Nobility and Gentry, (as fome have already done to their Ho- 
nour) would all of them add a peculiar Luftre to their Characters, by affift- 
ing fo noble a Defign witha Liberal Hand, 

That Minifters of extraordinary Qualifications, Men of Temper, of 
Prudence, of Learning, Pious Converfation, Affeétion to the Eftablitud Go- 
vernment, and above all, of Ap;ffolical Xcal, would willingly cffer them- 
felves to fo great a Harvelt, where the Lalourers are few. 

That the Merchants and rich Traders, who have rcap'd their Temporal 
things plentifully by the Labours and Pains of thofe poor ignorant or mifled 
Creatures, would be at laft prevail’d upon to fow to them Spiritual things 
in as great abundance. ’ In fhort, : 

That all People to whom this Notification thall come, (tho not by al 
of a Brief or General Collettion, as has been practifed in thefe Cafes with 
good Succe(s in other Kingdoms) would give their helping Hand, as they 
tinderftand and value the Bencfits of the Gofpel, and as a Token of their 
Thankfalnefs for the fame. age 

Ic is more to be defired than expected, that many fhould rife up to the 
Example of m unknown Lady, who has caft rooo/. into the Treafury 
But he doth acceptably who gives according to his Ability, thereby evi- 
dencing to himfelf and others, that he wants not, what a good Chriftian 
cannot be without, viz. a willing Mind, and then it is accepted according 
to what a Man hath. ; 
Yofeph Downing in BartholormeweC lofe near West-Smithfeld, 1705. 
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1705, Jul ‘ 
oie Ailes os Having been ordained by the Bishop of London (Henry Compton), George Muirson arrived 


‘i bee! September 14: Stratford Churchmen, probably at the suggestion of Colonel Heathcote, petitioned 
@ Reve William Vesey at Trinity Church, New York, for the services of s priest who would baptize their 
childrene (See Document Ie) It seems that they had heard of Muirson's arrival or expected arrival and 
had hoped that his missionary ministry might occasionally extend to theme 


OR. ip le vere of Scarsdale, wrote the SePeGe about the best strategy for get= 

g rehmen in ratford: We have had it reported that the Queen would be at the charge of main= 
taining a Suffragan Bishop in these partse If that was granted, I question not but a great many who have 
had their education in Boston College [Harvard College] would conform, and would be content with the bene= 
fices as settled by Assembly, without being very burthensome to the Society. [4%] I have been so long 
wandering from one subject to another, that I had almost forgot to give you my thoughts of Mr. Muirson 
whom my Lord of London has sent for this parishe He has been here about three months, in which time he 
hath by much outdone my expectation; having very fully retrieved all that unfortunate gentleman, Mre 
Pritchard lost; and if he continues so faithful in the discharge of his trust, of which I have not the 
least doubt but he will, he'll be able to give as large account of his services as any that has been sent 
over to this Province; and I must do him the justice to own, that he is as deserving of the Society's fa- 
vourse For as some of his parishioners told me, and which I know in a great measure to be true, that al- 
though they have had a great many ministers amongst them since the settlement of their town, yet Mre Muir= 
son did more good amongst them the first six weeks after his coming, than all they ever had before; and I 
question not, but when you have the particulars of his proceedings transmitted, you will find what I have 
said of him to be truesee. In the conclusion of your last letter, you tell me that you had sent some com-~ 
mon prayers and catechisms, by Mre Mackenzy, but do not understand he has brought any; so beg of you to im 
quire into that mistake; and in case you send any other books to be disposed, pray let them only be Dre 
Beveridge's (now Bishop of Asaph, ) Sermon concerning the common prayers, a little book entitled: "A Chris- 
tian's Way to Heaven," and one of the Lawfulness of the common prayer. No books can be more serviceable 
than they; and I would take care to have them scattered through Connecticut colony to both ministers and 

- people, and am apt to believe they would do servicee" 


"(Connecticut] contains, in length, about 140 miles, and has in it about forty towns, in each of which 
there is a Presbyterian or Independent Minister, settled by law, to whom the people are all obliged to 
pay, notwithstanding many times the Ministers are not ordained, of which I have known several examplese 
The number of people there is, I believe, about 2,400 souls. They have abundance of odd kind of laws, to 
prevent any dissenting from their Church, and endeavour to keep the people in as much blindness and unac- 
quaintedness with any other religion as possible, but in a more particular manner the Church, looking up= 
on her as the most dangerous enemy they have to grapple withal, and abundance of pains is taken to make 
the ignorant think as bad as possible of her; and I really believe that more than half the people in that 
government think our Church to be little better than the Papist, and they fail not to improve every lit- 
tle thing against use But I bless God for it, the Society has robbed them of their best argument, which 
was the ill lives of our clergy that came into these parts; and the truth is, I have not seen many good 
men but of the Society's sending; and no sooner was that honourable body settled, and those prudent mea- 
sures taken for carrying on of that good work, but the people of Connecticut, doubting of maintaining 
their ground without some further support, with great industry went through their colony for subscriptions 
to build a college at a place called Seabrook; and the Ministers, who are as absolute in their respective 
parishes as the Pope of Rome, argued, prayed and preached up the necessity of it, and the passive, obed=- 
fent people, who dare not do otherwise than obey, gave even beyond their abilityeocee I believe, for the 
first step, the most proper way would be, that one of the Ministers of this County [Westchester?] should 
be directed, by my Lord of London, to inform himself where there are any in that government that profess 
themselves to be of the Church, and to know if they or any of their neighbours have any children to bap-= 
tize, or desire to partake of the Sacrament; and inform them that he will come to the town where they 
live, and after having given them a sermon, will perform those holy rites. There need, I think, no more 
be done in this matter at present; but the Society may, if they please, leave the rest to me, and I won t 
only give him the best advice and directions I can therein, but will, God willing, wait upon him in his- 
progress, and persuade some useful friends along with mee And when this essay has been made, I shall be 
much better able to guess at the state of that government, and what is fitting to be done nexte 


"Now, the person that I would advise them to pitch upon, by all means, for this expedition, is Mre 
Muirson; he being not only posted next those parts, and so it will look less like design; but he has a 
very happy way of delivery, and makes little use of his notes in preaching, which is extremely taking 
amongst those people; and for argument, few of his years exceed hime 

"The chief end I have in this projection is to have the people of that government undeceived in their 

I believe, fifteen thousand in that colony who have never 


notions concerning our Church-=there being, 
heard, or scarce seen a Church of England Minister; and I have the charity to believe that, after having 


heard one of our Ministers preach, they will not look upon our Church to be such a monster as she is rep= 
resented; and being convinced of some of the cheats, many of them may duly consider of the sin of schisme 


However, let the success be what it will, to me the duty seems pleine"” 
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1705, November 21: The Reve George Muirson made a preliminary exploration of Connecticut towns and 
reported to the Secretary of the SePeGe from his headquarters at Rye: 57 


1706: Sometime during this year, in accordance 
with her promise to the SePeGe to do all within her 
power to help [see pe 14 above], Queen Anne presented 


to the Church at Rye, Neo, 


pulpit and communion cloths, and the silver chalice 


and paten, still in usee 


The Queen Anne Chalice presented in 1706 


1 have lately been in y° Government of Connecticut where I 
observe some people well affected to y° Church, for those that 
‘are new come to my parish on Sabbath days so that I aim assured 
a collection of books, at Intinerant Missionary might do great service in that 
Province. Some of their Ministers have privately told me that 
had we a Bishop among us they would conform & receive Holv 
Orders from w"" as well as on all y° Continent y® necessity of 
a Bishop will plainly appear 


1706, April 4: His Excellency Edward, Viscount Cornbury, writing from New 
York, issued the following license to Muirson for carrying on his work in Con= 
necticut: 58 "Whereas, I am informed that severall persons in the Towns of 
Stamford, Hertford, and severall other places in the Colony of Connecticutt, 
have not been baptized by reason they have had no Church of England Minister 
among them; and being now desierous to be baptized by such a Minister, I have 
therefore thought fitt, and do hereby give and grant unto the said Geoe Muir- 
son, full and free liberty, leave and lycense to visit those places and per= 
sons for the service aforesaid, from time to time, as often as you shall be 


thereunto requested by them. Given under my hand at Fort Anne, in New-York 
" 


@ee0e 

1706, April 16, Colonel Heathcote, writing from New York to the SePeGe, 
reported that Muirson was planning a visit to Stratford, situated about sixty 
miles from his parish, in about one month.®? "I havo since my last been take 
ing some pains to find out the best ways for introducing the Church into the 
neighbouring colony of Connecticut, and am informed that there are a consider~ 
able number at a place called Stratford, about 6[0] miles from this parish, 
who are willing to conform, and some families who refuse baptism from any other 
than a church of England minister; that Mre Muirson intends, God willing, about 
a month hence, to take a journey amongst them where I design, God willing, to 
accompany him, and after that progress, we shall be able to give a better ac- 
count of y® state of that Colony relating to the Churche" 


1706, May 22: Contact with Stratford Anglicans was made in advance of Muirson'ts first visit, appar=- 
ently by letter. Writing to the SeP.Ge from Rye, Muirson reported:80 ‘Ryery fourth Sunday I preach at 
Bedford [which, along with Rye, belonged formerly to Connecticut], and I am afraid, without success, for 
they aro a very willful, stubborn people in that town, there are about 120 unbaptized, and notwithstand- 
ing all the means I have used, I could not persuade them of the necessity of that holy ordinance till of 
late, (thanks be to Almighty God for it,) some of them begin to conforme I intend to stay a month at 


once with them, which I hope by God's help, will produce good effectoove 


a 


Caleb Heathcote. Warden of the Parish of 
Rye 1703-1704 


I am invited by some persons in 
Connecticut Colony, to baptize their childrens the town is called Stratford, 
about 60 miles distant, whither I intend to go in a few days. By the next I 
shall give you an account of what progress I madee" 


1706, September 2: For the first time, apparently, Muirson visited Strat- 
ford, accompanied by Colonel Heathcote, baptizing approximately twenty-four 
personse (The account of this first visit and its consequences appears in 


Document Ie) 


1706, October 2: Muirson reported the following to the SePeGet = z 
Please to communicate to your Society that I have lately 8 
been in Connecticut Colony, and found some persons well- S 
disposcd towards the Church, I preached in Stratford to a | a 
ny very numerous congregation, both forenoon and afternoon. -- # 
ie I baptized about twenty-four persons thesame day. L intend E 2 
we another journey thither again quickly, being invited to bap- 3 3 
a tize their children, and hope (by the Divine aid) to make a = E 
BY fair beginning for the establishment of the Church, in a con- ms ¢ es 
8 siderable part of that government. There are, ’minformed, +2 , 
S somo thousands of persons in that colony unbaptized, and Se 
ef the reason is this, most of their Ministers refuse to admitany = a 
a children into Christ’s Church by baptism, but those whose SI 


parents are in full communion with them. The Independents 
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threaten me, and all who are instrumental in bringing me 
thither, with prison and hard usage. They are very much 
incensed to sco that the Church (Rome’s sister, as they 
ignorantly called her) is likely to gain ground among ’cm, 
and uso all the stratagems they can invent to defeat my en- 
terprises. But, however, since I hope my superiors approve 
of my undertaking, I shall not fail to visit as often as the 
affairs of my parish will permit; neither shall all they can 
do or say discourage me from prosecuting (to the utmost of 
my ability) so good a design. Ishall be glad to receive the 
instructions of your Honourable Corporation by the next op- 
-portunity, which I shall always think myself happy in obey- 
ing. In the mean time shall continue to procecd in this 
method till I receive further orders. The Hon. Col. Heath- 
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cote (who always studies and endeavours the good of the 
Church) has been very diligent and industrious in carrying 
on this great work. The eminency of his station, and withal 
his favouring and countenancing my attempts of this nature, 
ia of so great consequence among the people that, truly, what 


labours. Iic honours me with his good company in all such 
progresses, and exerts his utmost endeavours to settle the 
Church wherever he goes, which will recommend him to the 
esteem and regard of all good men, but especially (I’m per- 
suaded) of your worthy members. 


1706, October [cae 15]: Colonel Heathcote reported to the SeP.sGe in like fashion. The letter speaks 
of the September 2 visit as being "six weeks ago" and indicates a plan to pay a second visit in a month 
or six weeks, that is, about November 16. e 


I gave you the trouble of a very long letter by Mr. Talbot, 
‘and another by the Virginia flect, both which I hope are 
‘come to your hands, and have not since been favoured with 
any from you, tho’ am in daily expectation thereof. I have 
not lately heard any thing of or from Mr. Clayton; and since 
he.does the Socicty no service, I hope he is in no charge to 

-them: Ihave a proposal to lay before the Board concerning 
schooling, in which I propose a considerable service without 
any very great charge, and am apt to believe it may be ap- 
proved of. Ihave it now upon the anvil, and hope to have 
it ready to transmit to you in my next, which shall be with 
the first opportunity, God willing, that presents after this. I 
told you, in my former letter, that I intended to accompany 
Mr. Muirson into Connecticut, to try what impression could 
be made on those people. We accordingly paid them a visit 
about six weeks ago, and had done it sooner, but the expecta- 
tion we were under of the French making an attack on this 
Provn.ice, obliged me not to leave until those fears were over. 
We found that Colony much as we expected—very ignorant 
of the constitution of our Church, and, for that reason, great 
enemies to it. All their towns are furnished with Ministers, 


(as I formerly told you,) who are chiefly Independents, and 
denying baptism to the children of all who are not in full 
communion; there are many thousands in that government 


unbaptized. The Ministers are very uneasy at our coming 
amongst them, and abundance of pains was taken to persuade 
and terrify the people from hearing Mr. Muirson, but it 
availed nothing ; for, notwithstanding all their endeavours, 
he had a very great congregation, and, indeed, infinitely be- 
yond my expectation. The- people were wonderfully sur- 
prised at the order of our-Church, expecting to have heard 
and seen some wonderful strange things, by the account and 
representation of it that.their teachers had given them. I 
am in hopes, upon the whole matter, that our journey was 
not lost; but.that we have done service to the Church in our 
progress, in which I shall be able to give a better guess after 
our next visit, which we intend, God willing, to pay them 
about a month or six weeks hence. Mr. Muirson baptized 
about twenty-four, mostly grown people ; and when he goes 
there next, I hope many more will be added to the Church. 
He is, truly, very well qualified for that service, having a 
very happy way of preaching; and, considering his years, 
wonderfully good at argument, while his life is without blem- 
ish. I’ve not any thing further at present worth the while to 
trouble you with, save my most humble regards and duty to 
the Society, so remain, sir, 
Your most affectionate servant, 


Cates Herarucore. 


1706, November [cae 16]: The second visit of Muirson and Heathcote is described under "Thirdly" in 
Document Ie If Saturday, Nov. 16, be not the date of the visit, then it may have occurred either on Sate 
Nove 23 or Sate, Nove 30. (In' 1706, Sunday, Nove 17, was XXVI Trinity; Nove 24 was XXVII Trinity; Dece 1 
was I Advente) On this visit, the Town officers read to the assembled group a threatening paper, a copy 
of whieh Heathcote tried unsuccessfully to obtains The statutory fine of &5 sterling was promised to 
“any who should gather for Church-of-England worship on Sundaye (See page 4 above for the origin of the 
Connecticut Blue Lawse) [What might the English courts have done with such a document?] 


1707: The Reve John Reed, the Congregational clergyman, is mentioned more and more frequently in 
Anglican correspondence with the SePeGe as Mre Reed's difficulties with his Congregational flock become 
more numerouse The Anglicans held out hope that the SePeGe might assist a plan whereby he might receive 
Episcopal ordination in England, but nothing came of it. 


1707, February 24: Colonel Heathcote reported as follows to the Secretary of the SePeGet * 


Sacrament to about fifteen. He met with more opposition 
this time than the last, the justices having taken the freedom 
to preach, giving out at the same time, amongst the people, 
that he and all his hearers should be put in gaol. But, not- 
withstanding all their threats to some and persuasions to 
others, he had a handsome congregation; and I believe the 
next visit that is paid them, it will be found that their strug- 


I wrote you a letter by the last fleet, since which I have 
“not been favoured by any from you, which I attribute to the 
misfortune of the Resolution Galley. I therein gave you an 
account of some small progress we had made toward settling 
tho Church in Connecticut, Since which, we have made 
another journcy amongst them, when Mr. Muirson baptized 
four or five more, mostly grown persons, and administered the 
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gling to stifle the Church will be a great means to forward its 
growth, for I hope, with the blessing of God, in as short a 
time as can reasonably be expected, there won’t only be a 
fine congregation gathered, but ways will be found by our 
projection, or otherwise, to have a handsome Church for 
them to worship God in—for tho effecting of which, my 
hearty endeavour shall not be wanting. Those there in the 
interest of the Church are very desirous to have a Minister 
sent amongst them, in which, if the Socicty shall think fit 
to assist them, more than common care must be taken that 
they have one of an exemplary life, and in all respects quali- 
fied to answer that great work; for a miscarriage at our first 
setting ont would ruin all, and it would afterwards be ex- 
tremely difficult to make any steps toward settling the Church 
in that colony. It would be absolutely necessary, for the 
better and more casy effecting this great and good work, that 
an order be procured from Ilcr Majesty, requiring the gov- 
ernment of that Colony not to force any of her subjects to 
pay for maintenance of the Ministers settled by their laws, 
and to repeal that act whercby they pretend to refuse liberty 
of conscience to those of the established Church. If those 
grievances were redressed, which in itself is very reasonable 
and proper, and not much more than hath been granted the 
Quakers, on their petition against the samo government, it 
would be of greater service to the Church than can at first 
sight be imagined. I acquainted you, in my former letter, 
that there was a very ingenious gentleman at Stratford, one 
Mr. Reed, the Minister of that place, who is very inclinable 
to come over to the Church; and if the charge can be dis- 
pensed with, he is well worth the gaining, being by much 
the most ingenious man they have amongst them, and would 
be very capable to serve the Church. By reason of the good 
inclination he shews for the Church, he has undergone perse- 
cution by his people, who do all which is in their power to 
starve him, and being countenanced and encouraged therein 
by all the Ministers round them, they have very near effected 
it; so that if any proposal could be made to encourage his 
coming over for ordination, his family, which is pretty large, 
must be taken care of in his absence. I thought fit to lay 
this matter before the Socicty, and leave it to their wisdom 


the £15 he was to have for schoolmasters in this country, I 
believe I could, for that money, encourage thie settling of four, 
by having it sent over in goods, as I shall direct; and the 
Society shall have no trouble, nor run any risque therein, for 
1 will be answerable if any misfortune happen to it in coming 
over; for, though ’tis but a small sum, I will give directions 
to have it insured. If this projection answers my expecta- 
tion, as I am very much of opinion it will, it may be of great 
use and service to the Society on many other accounts. 

The bearer hereof, Mr. Evans, who has a very fair charac- 
ter, and is clothed with the reputation of having done very 
great service to the Church in Philadelphia, is going home 
to receive my Lord of London’s directions for settling the 
Church at that place, which is very much rent by some 
unhappy differences, and I don’t doubt his Lordship will find 
out effectual ways for healing their wounds, for it’s a great 
pity the Church should be hurt by any divisions amongst 
her own members ; but especially in that place, where she is, 
in a more than ordinary manner, surrounded with enemics. 
Mr. Evans will be able to give you some account concerning 
the state of this parish, which Mr. Muirson hath, as I formerly 
told you, got into very great order. They are now busy in 
ceiling their Church, and it is, I believe, the first country 
Church in America that ever had that cost bestowed on its 
and I question not but we shall persuade them to finish it in 
all other respects decently and well. Mr. Muirson, the next 
journey he makes to Connccticut, intends to settle his Church 
at Stratford, by making choice of Churchwardens and Ves- 
try, as Mr. Evans will more fully inform you. I was not 
mistaken when I formerly told you that he was the most 
proper of all the Missionaries hereabouts to go on that great 
undertaking, having performed that work with a wonderful 
deal of prudence and disereticn. When the Church hath got 
footing in Connecticut, it will in the next place be advisable 
to try what is to be done with the east end of Long Island, 
where there are several considerable towns, concerning which, 
when I have informed myself better, I shall give you my 
thoughts therein. I have not at present any thing further 
worth your notice, so with my most humble duty to the 
Society 


and judgment to move thercin, as they think proper and ¢on- 
venicnt. : 
T hear nothing of Mr. Cleator, so suppose that he is either 


I remain, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 


Canus Ilearucorn. 


dead or hath declined the service, as having since better con- 


sidered that matter. If the Socicty will be pleased to allow New-York, 24 Leb’y, 1707. 


1707, [cae March 29-30]: The Reve George Muirson and the Reve Evan Evans, of Philadelphia, visited 
Stratford, suggesting that the Stratford Churchmen organize themselves into a Society with wardens and 
vestrymen, (See Caleb Heathcote's letter just abovee) [Heathcote's letter of April 14 stated that the 
visit had been made about fourteen days beforee] See Document Ie 


Understanding that Evan Evans was bound for England, Stratford Churchmen asked him to 


April 1: 
sae (For details, see Document 


carry to the Lord Bishop of London the following letter in their behalf. 9 
z.) ea . . . 
an opportunity, at last, of receiving his holy ordinances in 
the way which, of all others, we believe to be most pure and 
agreeable to the Joly Scriptures. There are many in this 
colony who are well-disposed to our Church, but being under 
the same circumstances with ourselves, are not capable of 
maintaining a minister of our Church, by reason of some 
laws which compel us to pay our money to the support of 
Dissenters, and empower them, as sometimes they do, to 
take our goods by distress. They have another law, by virtue 
of which they hinder many persons from coming to hear Mr. 
Mnuirson preach; they threaten us with imprisonment and 
severe usage, and though we have proceeded regularly in 


Rianr Rey. Farnrr m Gon: 
May it please your Lordship, 

. We, your Lordship’s humble petitioners, living in Strat- 
ford Town, in the Colony of Connecticut, do, with all sub- 
mission, craye leave to represent before your Lordship our 
present condition, which briefly is as followeth: W ¢ are 
members of the National Church of England, but having no 
minister of our own communion in this colony, have sent, 
some time avo, unto the Rev. George Muirson, who, in com- 
pliance with our request, hath been twice amongst us, and 
administered the holy sacrament of Baptism and the Lord's 


Supper to us. We praise God for his goodness in giving us 
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asking their magistrates’ leave before we did meet together 
to worship God, yct they carried it so far as to forewarn Mr. 
Muirson from preaching in their Charter Government; and 
told him that he did illegal things; but what relates to all 
the particulars contained in these laws we shall not at pre- 
sent offer your Lordship any trouble in mentioning, but refer 
ourselves to Mr, Muirson to inform your Lordship by letter, 
and also to the Rev. Mr. Evans, Minister of Philadelphia, 
who hath been pleased to give us a visit, and, being bound 
for England, we present to your Lordship, by him, one of the 
law books of this colony. IIe can acquaint your Lordship 


what laws they make uso of against the Church, and what 
hardships and grievances we labour under because of them. 
Now we humbly request that your Lordship would be 
pleased of your zeal, which always moves your Lordship to 
extend a fatherly care to the distressed members of the 
Church, to take this our ease into your scrious consideration ; 
and becauso by reason of the said laws we are not able to 
support a minister, we further pray your Lordship may bo 
pleased to send one over with a missionary allowance from 
the Honourable Corporation, invested with full power, 50 a8 
that he may preach and we hear the blessed Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, without molestation and terror. We live in the midst 
of the rigidest Presbyterians and Independents, and we 
doubt not but your Lordship will be pleased to send us one 
exemplary in his conversation, fluent in preaching, and able 
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in disputation, that he may silence the cavils of our enemies. 
The Hon. Colonel [Heathcote hath been pleased to come along 
with Mr. Muirson ; his presence has had no small influence 
upon the people; we havo prayed him to add to all the rest 
ono favour more, that is, to present to your Lordship our case, 
which we, hoping he will do, shall not offer you any further 
trouble. We humbly beg your Lordship’s fatherly bencdic- 
tion and prayers, that our infant Church may bo daily en- 
larged for God’s glory and men’s good ; and that your Lord- 
ship, for its further prosperity and happiness, may long pre- 
side over the same, shall be the constant prayers of, 
My Lord, your Lordehip’s most obedient sons 
and humble servants, 
Stratford, April 1st, 1707. 


Ricuarp Brackvatn, Isaac Snext, 

Dante Suerton, Wa. Rawtrson, 
Jonau Pitan, Joun Peat, 

Sami. Gaskixt, Samuet ILawtey, 
Wit. Ssatn, Joun Sxrpmore, 
Trxotny Tirmarton, AxcurBatp Dextap, 
Tnomas Epwarps, Isaac Brit, 

Dante, Bennett, -  Ricn’p Bracxatn, Jr., 
Tuo. Brooks, Isaac Stites, 


SamueL Henery, 
(in behalf of the rest.) 


(Corrections: Richard Blacklath should have been transcribed Richard Blacklach or Blackleeche 


Isaac Snell is a misreading of Isaac Knell.] 


CHRIST CHURCH, STRATFORD, WAS APPARENTLY ORGANIZED AS A PARISH BSTWEEN SATURDAY 


? 


MARCH 29, 1707, AND WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 1707. THE INTERVENING SUNDAY WAS LENT VY. 


1707, April 4: Mre Muirson reported to the SePeGe on the latest of his three visits to Stratford and 
the Christian stumbling-blocks which this community placed in his pathe He asked for more copies of the 


Prayer Book and apologetical pamphlets.°8 


Much Ilonor’d Sir, 


I reecived yours, dated May 2, 1706. The instructions 
you sent along with it, I’m informed, are at York, which will 
come to my hands quickly. I understand by yours that the 
Society expects an account of all the subscriptions and con- 
tributions I reecive from the Government or inhabitants, of 
which this is an exact statement. That there is £50, N. York 
money, settled by act of Assembly upon Rye Parish; but 
the people being very poor, I’ve reccived only about £10 or 
£12 since I’ve been their Minister. It’s true I could compel 
’em, by law, to pay the whole; but such proccedings, I’m 
well assured, would have been very hurtful to the interest of 
the Church, in a place, especially, surrounded with Dissent- 
ers of all sorts; and, therefore, I thought it better to have 


patience with them till they are more able, than that our 
glorious work should anyways suffer. They are all new con- 
yerts, and so I must bear with ’em in many things, tho? to 
my present disadvantage ; but I hope, when our Church is 
finished, they will consider my circumstances, and make my 
life more comfortable than hitherto it has been. As to the 
present circumstances of my parish, Pve nothing new to 
offer; only, since my last, Pve baptized several persons ; 
that the munber of communicants increases ; that the people 
duly frequent the Church, excepting a few Quakers and 
Anabaptist familics. There is a considerable number of 


growing persons not yet baptized; but I intend to admit 
them after they are instructed into the principles of that re- 
ligion of which their baptism makes them members; for I 
think it necessary that the adults be first taught what they 
are to promise and perform in that covenant. 

I have been thrice in Connecticut Colony, and, in one 
town, have baptized about 32, young and old, and adminis- 
tered the Holy Sacrament to 18, who never received it before. 
Each time I had a numerous congregation. Ool. Ileathcote 
has taken abundance of pains among ’em, and I find that 
many of the people are well disposed to the Church, but 
dare not, at present, show themselves, being under great dis- 
couragement from the Government, for the Independents 
threaten ’em with prison and punishment for coming to hear 
me preach; and not only so, but one of their magistrates, with 
some other officers, came to my lodgings, on Saturday, and, in 
the hearing of Col. Heathcote and a great many people, read a 
long paper; the meaning of it was to Jet me know that theirs 
was a charter government; that I had done an illegal thing in 
coming among ’em to establish a new way of worship, and to 
forewarn me from preaching any more. This he did by vir- 
tue of one of their laws, entitled ecclesiastical, page 29. The 
words he made use of are these, as the shid law expresses 
them: ‘Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and Itepre- 
sentatives, convened in General Assembly, that there shall 
be no ministry or church administration entertained or at- 
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tended by the inhabitants of any town or plantation in #his 
Colony, distinct and soparato from, and in opposition to, that 


which is openly and publickly observed and dispensed by the 
approved ministers of tho place.” Now, whatever interpre- 
tation tho words of the said law may admit, yet we are to 
regard tho senso and force they put upon them, which is 
plainly thus, to exclude the Church from their Government, 
as appears by their proceedings with me} so that hereby 
they deny a liberty of conséience to tho Church of England, 
as well as to all others that aro not of their opinion, which, 
being repugnant to tho laws of England, is contrary to the 
grant of their charter; and which, I humbly presume, if our 
Gracious Queen was acquainted with, her Majesty would be 
pleased to disannul the same, or, at least, make it ineffectual 
against the settling of tho National Church. Till this be 
done, or some other method taken to remove these hindrances, 
I cannot expect my endeavours should bo so successful as 
otherwise they might be; for though tho people are very in- 
clinable, yet they are afraid of the penalty annexed to the 
law. It’s very remarkable how industrious both ministers 
and magistrates are to frustrate my undertaking; for, 
wherever they come, they busy themselves from house to 
house to keep. the people away. Among many others, I 
shall offer only one particular instance of their spight and 
malice against the Church. I was lately invited to preach, 
and baptize some children,,in a town called Fairfield; upon 
which, I sent a letter to the minister and magistrate of said 
town, entreating the use of their mecting-house, supposing 
they would readily. grant it, being on a week-day ; but they 
refused it, and told me they would discountenance such new 
ways. <A gentleman was so kind as to invite me to his 
house, where (notwithstanding all tho stratagems they had 
used to hinder the people from coming) I had a large congre- 
gation; but so eruclly was the Independent. party sct. against 
us, that they railed. and scoffed at the Church, making her as 
idolatrous as Rome, and denied us the liberty of, ringing the 
bell, or beating a drum, to give the people notice. »The 
Reverend Mr. Evans was there along with me. Je ‘was 
‘pleased to travel almost 200 miles, that, being acquainted 
‘with the particular circumstances of that Colony, he might 
‘be the more capable of giving you a true and full informa- 


tion. Ice has their law book; he can show you what laws 


they mako use of against the Church, and how they foree our 
people to pay to their Ministers, and take their estates by dis- 


23 


tress. By those and such intolerable oppressions, the people 
are disenabled to contribute to the, support of a Church of 
England Minister, and therefore have petitioned home that 
one may be sent, with a sufficient maintenance, from the 
Honourable Corporation. He had need be a man very pru- 
dent in conduct, and exemplary in life and conversation, 
(for being the first,) the advancement of tho Ohurch in 
after ages depends, in a great measure, upon his good be- 
haviour; for the people generally judge a man’s principles 
by his life, 

Sir, it would make my letter too tedious, should I enume- 
rate all the attempts they make against us. I ghall therefore 
desist from this subject, desiring only you would be pleased 
to enquire moro particularly of Mr. Evans, as also to consult 
those letters which the people, from time to time, have sent to 
me, by which you will see the necessity there is of a Mission- 
ary among ’em, and how desirous these good men are of re- 
ceiving the sacred ordinances, and worshipping God in the 
way of our holy mother, and yet what sore grievances and 
hardships they labour under for the same. ee 

It would be a great service if the Society would be pleased 
to send over some Common Prayer-Books and some small 
treatise in defence of the Church; for our advergarics have 
mustered up all the scandalous and reviling pamphlets they 
can get, and have dispersed them among the people in order 
to prejudice ’em against us. 

J want books very much for my own use, having only a 
few I bought before J came from London, but I hope the So- 
ciety haye been pleased to consider my request before this 
time, 

I heartily beg your prayers, that all my endeavours may 
answer the glorious ends of my mission, the advancement of 
God’s Glory in the due edifying of his people. 

That Almighty God may be pleased, (out of the immense 
treasury of ITis riches,) so to increase your stock and bless all 
your laudable designs, that you may, for the further good of 


His Church and people, send forth more labourors into His 
Harvest, shall ever be the fervent prayer of 


Tlonor’d sir, 
Your most faithful friend and 
Very humble servant, 
Grorau Mourrson. 
Ryn, 4 April, 1707. 


1707, April 14: Colonel Heathcote reported to the Secretary of the SePeGe, recommending strategy 
for the consolidation of Church-of—{ngland forces in Stratford: &? 


Sir, 

After Ihad furnished my other letter by tho bearer, Mr. 
Evans, he, resolving to tarry © month or six weeks longer 
than hefirst proposed, gives me the opportunity to send what 
new matter hath since oceurred. And to begin with Connec- 
ticut :—About 14 days ago, Mr.Muirson paid his congregation 
in those parts a visit, and had the happiness to be accompa- 
nicd by Mr. Evans, who, out of his zeal to serve the Church, 
though of a weakly constitution, undertook that troublesome 
journey, so that, ‘being an cye-witness to those affairs, he 
might be the more able to give a more satisfactory account 
concerning the state of the Church there, to whom I shall 
maké bold, in a great measure, to refer you. I bless God for, 
it. Every thing has almost outgone my first hopes, and Iam 
very much of opinion that, if that matter is pushed on with 


care, a wonderful deal of service may be done the Church in 
that government. The people having been kept in perfect 
blindness, as many of them now declare, and as I told you in 
mine by the Jamaica ficet, it cannot be an act of greater 
charity to undeceive the Indians, than those miserablo blind- 
ed people; and where there are such vast numbers debarred 
from tho benefit of God’s ILoly Ordinances, concerning which| 
I was so full in the letter before mentioned, that it will be 
needless to enlarge on that head. 

I did, in my last two letters, acquaint you that there was a 
very ingenious Minister in that Colony, who showed great 
inclination to come over to the Church, and I was of opinion 
ho would be well worth the recovery. ‘I also told you that 
his affection for the Church had created him many enemies § 
and that he has undergone a sort of persecution on that ac- 

‘count; but now his enemies have dono their worst to him, 
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having turned him out of his living, a8 Mr. Evans can more 
fully inform you—he having seen and disconrsed with him— 
that, as J really believe, it will conduce very much to tho ser- 
vice of the Church, and also, in justice to the poor gentleman, 
who has a Jargo family of small children, wlio must come to 
ruin and misery, and becomo a sacrifico to the causo of the 
Church, which wonld bea great dishonour, should he not be 
relieved by us. I did, therefore, make bold to assure him of 
the Society’s favours; and that upon his going to England, 
and making a solemn declaration, that ho will receive orders 


from the Bishop of London, 60 s00n as he can with conve- be in a perpetual motion, which will be chargeable and 
niency do it; that to enable him to maintain his family dur- troublesome. Ihave not had much talk with him about it, 
ing his absence, I would pass my word that Ito should be en- but I doubt not in the least, if my Lord of London and the 


titled to the usual Missionary allowance of £50 a year, from Society directs his removal, I can persuade him to be easy 
the time of his going off; and that in order thereunto I would under if. 


give him my best recommendations to the Society. So it is 
my humble request they would be pleased to allow it if he 


very good man in this place, being on tho frontiers of that 
government, but also one who will be zealously assisting to 
Mr. Muirson, in which none will be more proper than Mr. 
Reed. And in case there is a removal, according to the ad- 
vice given herewith, it is my desire it may be 80; and then 
as to Mr. Muireon, if he goes on that mission, he cannot have 
less allowed him than 100 pounds sterling a year; because, at 
the first setting out, nothing must be expected from them, nor, 
indeed, any offers made toward it; and as his Mission will 
be four times as large as any other, so, he must consequently 


Ihave, since writing my other letters, taken some pains to 
inquire concerning the character and behaviour of the bearer, 


comes; and in case they do not think it proper to acttle a Mr. Evans, and, upon the whole, find him to be an extraor- 
salary upon him before such time as he is actually in orders, dinary good man, and one that hath done very great service 
that it may be considered him under some other name; be- to the Church, not only in Philadelphia, but in other neigh- 
cause my promise to him is such; and I am not under the bouring towns, so that I am very much concerhed that there 
least doubt but he will merit it by his service to the Church. should be any misunderstanding betwixt him and any of his 
This sudden turn, concerning Mr. Reed, has put upon mo parish, as he represents things; and being a very honest, good 
new thoughits, which are, to have Mr. Muirson removed from man, I can’t help giving credit to it. The Church and he 
this parish, and that his mission be for Connecticut Colony in have had hard usage offered them, though I am pasta doubt 
general, the place of his residence being at Stratford, or at that upon his making out those things to my Lord of London 
such town as he shall judge to be most for tho servico of the he will find means to settle and complete their differences, 
Church. This will, in my opinion, not only be tho most and will return him to his parish; and, so far as it may be 
effectual way for carrying on that great work; but the So- proper for the Society to concern themselves in that matter, 
ciety will be put to no difficulty in getting a proper person, I could wish they would give thcir assistance therein, because, 
in which, if the least mistake should happen as to the quali- whilst they are in that brokencondition, the Church can’t but 
fications of a Minister, the whole Mission would bo endanger- receive many wounds by it. Ican’t think of any thing fur- 
ed by it; and as experience hath fully satisfied us how fitting ther of moment at this time. So remain, sir, 
Mr. Muirson is for that undertaking, by what he hath already 
done, I am humbly of opinion that for that reason it would Your obed’t servt., 
not be proper to put that matter to a new risk; and, in the Oates Hearucore, 
next place, it will be of absolute necessity not only to have a New-Yorx, April 14, 1707. 


1707, June 18: Writing from the Manor of Scarsdale, Colonel Heathcote addressed the Secretary of the 
SeP.Ge in part as follows:®% "TI am very thankful to the Society for the books sent by [Mre Cleator] 
which shall, with a more than common care, be disposed of for the service of the Churche As for the 
Common Prayer Books, I shall not give or send ‘em to any but such as give me an assurance of their mak- 
ing a right use of them, and I question not, by the blessing of God, with the help of these Prayer Books 
that we shall be the most regular parish in the Province, except New-York, as to the people making re- 
sponses; as to which in most other places, they are generally too defectiveese. ([Mre Cleator] has en-= 
tered upon his school teaching and with all the success which can be desired, for the people, being ex=- 
ceedingly fond of him, most willingly commit their children to his care to be trained up by him accor= 
ding to the discipline of our church, which, with the assistance of Almighty God, will be established 
on a lasting foundation in this parish; and besides the care of his school, which trust he discharges 
with the utmost faithfulness when Mr. Muirson is absent from the town of Rye, either to the extreme 
parts of his parish, or otherwise for the service of the church; the people being called together after 
the usual manner, he reads the prayers of the church to them, and a lecture morning and evening, and 
the people come very readily to hear hime I take notice that the Society are not willing to send any 
minister nor ministers into Connecticut, unless they have a formal application; which having been done 
to my Lord of London, and sent by Mre Evance [sic], shall wait till I know their result thereinees. 

I have wrote unto you so lately and fully by Mre Evance [see April 14, 1707], who I hope is ere this 


arrived, that I shall not now enlargesess" 


1707 [near the year's end]: Colonel Lewis Morris wrote to the Secretary of the SePeGe°? "The min= 
isters they [the SsP.G.] have sent, have gained some ground, especially the Rev. Mre Muirson; he is 
placed on the borders of Connecticut, and among a people labouring under the greatest prejudices to our 
Holy Church. He has among these made many converts, and persuaded the building of a very fine church of 
stone in the town of Ryes His cure is not confined to his parish, but he sometimes sallys into Connec- 
ticut, and has made a very great harvest there; and in my humble opinion, deserves the thanks of the 


Society and what encouragement they can give him." 
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1708, January 1: Caleb Heathcote and Mrs Muirson were again in Stratford, While on this visit, the 
Colonel wrote the Secretary of the SePeGe, announcing that the Anglicans in Stratford were determined to 
build a church which might be ready for use by Saptembere “9 


Stratford, 1 January, 1707-8. 
Worthy Sir, 

I have given you the trouble of so many letters by this 
Flect that 1am ashamed you should hear further from me; 
however, I shall depend upon your good and generous tem- 
per, and tho causo I am upon, to plead my pardon; the occa- 
sion of this is, Mr. Muirson and I, being at thia place, where 
the people's zeal hath carried them so far that they are re- 
solved of building themselves a Church, with which be 
pleased to acquaint the Society ;—they intend to build and 
furnish it very regularly, and aro in hopes to have it fit to 
preach in before next September. I intreat tho favour of 
your caro concerning the enclosed, that to his Graco is to 
givo him tho best account of the state of this colony I can; 
in which I do not only beg the delivery with your own hands, 
but that you would be pleased to speak your thoughts of mo 
to him, and recommend me to his favours. As to our pro- 
cceding in this place, I desire the Society would believe that 
every part is managed with all the temper and moderation 
they can desire, and they may be assured it shall never be 
otherwise where I am concerned ; for I abhor heat and vio- 
lenco on any account whatsoever, but especially in matters 


1708, January 9: 


T entreat your acceptance of my most humble and hearty 
thanks for the kind and Christian advice you were pleased to 
tender mo in relation to Connecticut. Such measures as you 
proposed I have all along observed, and I am sure no man 
in that Colony can justly accuse me of the contrary. Iknow 
that meekness and moderation is most agreeable to the mind 
of our blessed Saviour, Christ, who himself was meek and 
lowly, and would have all his followers to learn that lesson of 
him: It was s method by which Christianity was at first 
propagated, and it is still, the best policy to persuade man- 
kind to receive instruction. Gentleness and sweetness of 
temper is the readicst way to engage the affections of the 
people; and charity to those who differ from us in opinion 
is the most likely to convince them that our labours are in- 
tended for the welfare of their souls; whereas passionate and 
rash methods of proceeding will fill their minds with preju- 
dices against both our persons and our principles, and utterly 
indispose them against all the means we can make use of to 
reclaim them from their errors. I have duly considered all 
these things, and have carried myself civilly aud kindly to 
the Independent party, but they have ungratefully resented 
my love; yet I will further consider the obligations that my 
holy religion lays upon me, to forgive injuries and wrongs, 
and to return good for their evil. Thus J hope, by God's 
assistance, I shall behave myself, and avoid the doing any 
thing that may bring blame upon that godly Society, whose 
Missionary I am, or hinder the progress of that glorious work 


they have undertaken ; and ever since I have been invited ° 


into that Colony Ihave been so far from endeavouring to en- 
trench upon the toleration which Her Majesty has declared | 
she will preserve, that, on the contrary, I desired only a 
liberty of conscience might be allowed to the members of the 
National Church of England; which, notwithstanding, they 
seemed unwilling to grant, and left no means untried, both 
foul and fair, to provent the settling the Church among them ; 


of religion, and Mr. Muirson is very much of my opinion; 
and not only that, but it would bo the greatest breach upon. 
prudence and discretion to act otherwise, for we are hero in 
an cnemy’s country, and, by the laws, they pretend to govern 
themselves, Independency and Presbytery aro the estab- 
lished Churches, and the Church of England the only dis- 
senters, and indeed the only people they unwillingliest would 
admit to have liberty of conscience amongst them ;—that all 
the ground wo can propose to gain amongst them must be 
by soft and gentle means, for should the friends of the 
Church do otherwise, the whole country would soon be ina 
flame; for tho ignorant, blind people believe already that, 
by virtuo of their charter, Independency and Presbytery are 
as firmly established here, as the Church isin England. I 
am sorry that anybody should be so unjust in giving the 
Socicty an account of the people of this colony, as that they 
are a well-meaning and not heady people, nothing being 
more true than the contrary, concerning which I will be more 
full and particular in my next. In the mean time, I beg leave 
to assure you that I am, unalterably, 
Worthy Sir, yours, &c., 
Cares Hxarncore. 


Mre Muirson wrote to the Secretary of the SePsGe in part as follows: 7+ 


for one of their Justices came to my lodging and forewarned 
me, at my peril, from preaching, telling me that I did an 
illegal thing in bringing in new ways among them; the peo- 
plo were likewise threatened with prison, and a forfeiture of 
£5 for coming to hear me. 

Tt will require more timo than you will willingly bestow 
on these lines to express how rigidly and severely they treat 
our people, by taking their estates by distress, when they do 
not willingly pay to support their Ministers. And though 
every Churchman in that Colony pays his rate for the build- 
ing and repairing their mecting-houses, yet they are so ma-. 
liciously sct against us, that they deny us the use of them, 
though on week days. ‘They tell our people that they will 
not suffer the house of God to be defiled with idolatrous wor- 
ship and superstitious ceremonies. They are s0 bold that 
they spare not openly to speak reproachfully, and with great 
contempt, of our Church. They say the sign of the cross is 
the mark of the beast and the sign of the devil, and that 
those who reccive it aro given to the devil. And when our 
people complain to their magistrates of the persons who thus 
speak, they will not so, much as sign a warrant to apprehend 
them, nor reprove them for their offence. This is quite a 
different character to what, perhaps, you have heard of that 
people. That-they are ignorant, I can easily grant; for if 
they had cither much knowledgo or goodness they would not 
act and say as they do; but that they are hot-heady, I have 
too just reason to believe; and as to their meaning, I leave 
that to be interpreted by their unchristian proceedings with 
us. Whoever informed you so, I may freely say, that he was 
not so well acquainted with the constitution of that people 
as I am, who gave you the contrary information. I beg that 
you would believe {iat this account (though seeming harsh 
and severe, yet no moro than is true) does not proceed from 
want of charity, cither towards their souls or bodies, but 
purely for tho good of both.. And to give you better infor- 
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‘mation concerning tho state of that people, that proper remo- 
)dies may be taken for curing the evils that are among them, 
,and that our Churchmen in that Colony may not be oppressed 
and insulted over by them, but that they may obtain avliberty 
of conscience, and call a Minister of their own Communion 

and that they may De freed from paying to their Ministers, 


1708, January 26: 


26 


and may he enabled to obtain one of their own. This is all 
these good men desire. 
Ifonored sir, your most assured friend 
And very humble servant, 


Guo. Murson. 
Ryn, 9th January, 1707-8, 


Colonel Heathcote wrote Trinity Church, New York City, asking whether a loan of 


&100 for two years might be arranged so that the people of Stratford might the sooner complete their 


He said that he and the Reve Mr, 


1708, February 14: 


Westchester, 14th Feb’y, 1707-8. 
Reverend and Dear Sir, 

T came to this Province before Christmas, but the winter 
set in so hard that I could go no further than New-York; 80 
I eame back again and preached about in several places, and 
dispersed such books as I had in this and the next colony, Con- 
necticut ;—Mr. Leslie's Five Discourses, The Poor Man’s 
Lelp and Young Man’s Guide, by Mr. Burket. Tho Inde- 
pendents say, if they don’t get somo books soon to answer 
them, they will convert the colony. Mr. Muirson is the first 
that read the Common Prayer in that place, in Stratford; when 
he sct up first, the Ionourable Col. Heathcote camo along 
with him, or else I believe their justices would have put him 
in prison. Gov. Winthrop is dead, and was buricd at Boston 
when I was there, and they of Connecticut have chosen Mr, 
Salstonstall, Preacher at New-London, fo be their Governor, 
Ie called his council lately of Milford, and showed them his 
letter that he had written home to answer the Quakers’ com- 
plaint, and also to get power to hinder the progress of the 
Chureh in the Province; but I hope we shall have as much 
toleration as the Quakers have obtained there, which is all 
that we expect or desire. Mr. Muirson deserves a double 
salary for the great pains and prudence he has shown in that 
matter. 


The pcople of several towns, by the way, 28 Norwalk and 
Fairfield, aro ready to break open their meeting doors and 
Ict him in, if he would suffer it ;—they have taken measures 
at Stratford to build a Church, which never was seen in that 


The Reve John Talbot reported to th 
Connecticut, especially in Stratfora: 73 y e Reve 


Muirson would be securitye 2 


George Keith on the state of affairs 


country before. I pray God send them an able minister of 
the New Testament, for they have been long enough under 
the old dispensation. I wish their case were well known and 
considered at home, for I’m sure that no man that has any 
cars or bowels of compassion can resist their importunity. 
I saw Mr. Bradford at New-York ; he tells me mass is sct up 
and read publicly in Philadelphia, and several people are 
turned to it, amongst which Lionel Brittain, the Church- 
warden, is one, and his son andther. I thought that Popery 
would come in amongst Friends, the Quakers, as soon as any 
way. An Anabaptist meeting it seems is sct up at Burling- 
ton, and another Independent is come to Elizabeth Town. 
So that for lack of a good Governor we lose our time and 
the Society their moncy, and the last state of America will 
be worse than tho first, if the rest of tho missionaries go 
away before more come. I suppose you have heard of Mr. 
Brook and Mr. Moore, two of the best hands that were there; 
they are gone, and upon what account? purely for want of 
a Bishop to direct and protect them. I pray God help us, for 
we have nobody to apply to, and nobody cares for our souls. 


Your loving friend and servant, 


Joun Tarnor. 


P. 8.—Poor Mr. Honyman is much disturbed at Rhode 
Island by Mr. Bridge, who says he has a letter from my Lord 
of London to take his place ; if so, he will rnin two Churches 


at once. Pray help your countryman what you can, for he is. 


worthy. 


in 


1708, June 18: The Reve Evan Evans, having arrived in England, submitted the following memorial to 
a committee of the SePeG. before which he had appeared on Monday, June 14. It is further evidence of 
the zeal of your forefathers and of the svmpathetic support they were able to elicit from worthy people 
in America during this period of crisis. 


Lord’s Supper to many pious persons. 

That we found a considerable number of people in a ready 
disposition to be received into the Church, they being flexible 
to our invitations, and only wanting occasions of instruction. 

That Mr. Muirson seems to be the most proper person to 
be employed in their service, he having done them so many 
good offices, and they deservedly having a great esteem of 
his piety and virtue. 

That it would undoubtedly tend to the honour and increase 
of the Church, in those American parts, if the laws compel- 
ling Church of England members to maintain dissenting 
ministers, were repealed, and especially that called the Eccle- 
siastical Law, in that colony. 


To the Most Lonorable Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts. 


I being desired, by those honourable members of the com- 
mittee of last Monday, to lay before you what I know relat- 
ing to the Church in Connecticut Colony, and what disposi- 
tion the people are in to receive it, as also what may proba- 
bly tend to its advancement there, do humbly beg leave to 
inform you— 

That, immediately before my parting from America, I ac- 
companicd Mr. Muirson to Stratford, a town in that colony, 
where we preached ; had a considerable number of hearers, 
and administered tho holy Sacraments of Baptism and the 
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That Mr. Read, o dissonting minister in tho said Stratford, 


who is willing to receive holy orders in the Church of Eng- on to take orders in England, and receive a Mission from 
land, and who has suffered extremely, by his countrymen, the Venerable Society. noes 

for his inclinations to the Church, not only seems to deserve Evan Evans 
your compassion, but encouragement, if he can bo prevailed June 18, 1708. 


ee July 13: The Episcopalians of Stratford attempted to relieve the Reve John Reed's distress and 

a ey e pastieses for his livelihoods On this date, Isaac Knell and John Clark, "for good will and af- 

tee tae deeded to him for the "space of ten thousand years" all our undivided lands in Stratforde" 

Saree cine eee Sera mr 2, having Lived long enough to see the Church of England organized 
ommunity an e family of a prospective c t tak ‘ 

PRET eidavcecccal) prosp onvert taken care of. That was no small achievement 


1708, September: Connecticut passed a Toleration Act, guaranteeing liberty of conscience to "any so- 
ciety or church soberly differing or dissenting" from the established Congregationalism. Although the 
threat of five-pound fines was now lifted from our Churchmen here, they still were required to pay taxes 
to support the Congregational establishment and share in the purchase of parsonages for Protestant cler- 
&ye The underground movement, permitted to breathe above ground, decided as individuals to test the 
Colony of Connecticut in its taxing policy by a series of refusals to honor the levies imposed upon theme 
They were prepared to suffer a little martyrdom in furthering this plan, hopefully expecting to make fur~ 
ther gains for the Church of England by means of it, 78 


1708, October 12: This year, on Columbus Day, the Stratford Anglicans suffered a severe blow in the 
death of their leader, the Reve George Muirson, whom they had hoped eventually to secure as a resident 
prieste The Congregationalists, however, took no encouragement from this fact, for when Isaac Knell en-~ 
tered the larger life on November 2, they circulated doggerel verses which as much as confessed their 
fears that Anglicanism was here to stay: 


Isaac Knell is gone to hell 
To tell Mre Muirson that his Church is welle?7 


1708, November and later: Supply clergymen, doubtless through the agency of Colonel Heathcote, began 
to pay occasional visits to Stratford to keep the faithful encouragede (See Document I.) 


1709: The Reve Timothy Cutler was chosen to captain the Congregationalists. As we shall see, like 
his predecessor, he found Anglicanism increasingly attractive and became doubtful about Congregationalist 
orders. (In 1722, with Samuel Johnson, the eventual rector of this parish, he set out for England to be 
ordained a priest of the Churche) 78 


1709: During this year, William Jeanes, a lawyer of sorts and one of your most active founders, be- 
gan to raise protests in town meetings and in the General Court at Hartford against the taxing of Angli- 
cans for the support of Congregational establishmentse (For full details, see Document Ie) 


1709, April 28: The character and self-sacrifice of the late Mre Muirson were brought out in Colonel 
Heathcote!s letter to the Secretary of the SePeGe: "By his constant journeys in the service of the 
Church, and the necessary supply of his family, he expended every farthing he got here and of the Society, 
and were the stock not so low, the Society could not have done a better act, than to have considered his 
widow whom he has left very bare, and has since his death been brought in bed with a boy, which is liv- 


inge u79 


1709, May: I have not been able to determine whether the dismissed Congregational pastor, the Reve 
John Reed, and a John Read mentioned in the public records of the Colony at this time are the same. If 
they should be, the following record may indicate either hig continuing difficulties with members of his 
one-time flock or another aspect of the Anglican upheaval: "Mr. John Read of Stratford appeared before 
this Assembly, and declared that he did not intend to offer any contempt upon the Hon”~ Court of Assis- 
tants setting at Hartford the llth instante It is therefore ordered by this Assembly, that if the said 
John Read shall appear before the Court of Assistants at their next session, and there profess and declare 
to them that he did not intend to reflect upon them in manner and form expressed in their record, or in 
any other manner whatsoever, and that he will always be careful not to give any occasion of their re- 
gentments, that then said Read shall be admitted to exercise the office of attorney in the said court of 


assistants, as beforee" 


1709, May 26: Churchmen in Stratford wrote to Colonel Francis Nicholson, in New York, hoping to in- 
terest him in their cause. The signers were Timothy Titharton, Richard Blacklach, Daniel Shilton and 
Archibald Dunlap. [The editor of the following document had difficulty in deciphering the handwriting 


especially of the signatures. ]° 


28 


Honored Sir, 


Your life and happy return to these parts is a ground of 
universal joy to all the American part of the [english Empire 
the good designs you have now under management by hows 
much more universal and so valuable in their fritits than any 
tho great and heretofore do so much the more oblige us all to 
congratulate your happy arrival. We poor distressed’ Church- 
men of Stratford therefore moved with the sense of our duty 
as interested in the conmon henefit of intermingling ourselves 
in the public joy give thanks to Almighty God who has inspired 
you with those great and good designs preserved you hitherto 
in your proceedings. In the next place give thanks to your- 
self who under her gracious Majesty never to he forgotten have 
undertaken this dangerous fatigue and shall ever join our prayer 
with the common prayer of multitudes whose father you have 
heen by merit that God Almighty wauld crown as this so all 
your generotis undertakings with good success. Great Sir, we 


Acts is nothing yet besides the obligation it lays upon ts it adds 
areal lustre to your name and truly magnifies the character of 
your heneficence Tad this been done to the Captives you 
redeemed, the Provinces you have governed, the army you coun- 
cil, wete it the utmost of your generous contributions to the 
welfare of the English in Europe, Africa and America were 
nothing; but when you like the Sun move in these superior 
Orbs with proportionable influences to them yet not be confined 
to them but shine and enlighten tus in the shady valleys of 
Obscurity, this makes you to be truly magnus in minimis 

We lament to this day our loss in the death of the pious Mt 
Muirson, hope that Honorable Society will remember ts anew. 
shall beg your intercessions as God gives opportunity in the 
meantime shall be heartily glad to see you in Stratford if your 


occasions lead this way, that we may express the cordial love 


have heard of your generous offer for Mr. Muirson’s first years ancl humble service of— Honored Sit 

labour in the Ministry among us had it pleased God to continue Yours & 

him, & rejoice that we have this opportunity to give our hearty ; . Tim Tirttarton: =) 9 DAN Sitenron 
thanks for your benevolence to us therein : that, to your other Ric. Brackrarim | Arc Duncgz 


1709, December 12-15: To test the tax law, Timothy Titharton, one of the wardens, and John Marey, a 
vestryman, withheld payment of their assessmentse At midnight, on December 12, both men were seized and 
forced "to travel, under very bad circumstances, in the winter season and at that unreasonable time of 
night, to the common gaol, where felons are confined, being eight miles distant". They were denied "fire 
or candlelight for their comfort" and remained in jail until the taxes were paid. The event was good 
publicity for the Anglican cause=--2 token rebellion against injustice somewhat like Henry David Thoreauts 
in Concord, Massachusetts, a century and a quarter latere (For details, see Document I.) 


1710, January 16-17: The next to test the law was the wealthy Daniel Shilton or Shelton, seized "at 
his habitation or farm, being about eight miles distant from the towne" He was "barbarously" troatede 
They "laid violent hands on his person, and flung his body across a horse's back, and called for ropes 
to tie him on the horsee" At the same time, and apparently for the same reason, they seized William 
Rawlinson and Archibald Dunlap and carried them to the county gaol. Lieutenant-Governor Nathaniel Gould 
promised to look into the matter, after they had paid their way out, but nothing seems to have come of it 
all. (See Document I.) [For "Rawlinson" we ought, perhaps, to read "Ronoldsone"'] 


1710,’ January 25: Colonel Heathcote reported to the Secretary of the SePeGe the state of affairs in 
Stratford, a part of his letter reading as follows: 


MANOR OF SCARSDALE 
25" January 170°/,, 


Worthy Sir, 

The poor people of Stratford have ever since M" Muirson’s 
death kept sending me abundance of melancholy Letters filled 
with sad stories of their misfortunes and complaints of their 
great wants in having the comfort of God's ordinances adininis- 
tered to them and most of the missionaries (there being none at 
Rye) living at too great a distance, and not being able to under- 
take the journey, we got leave of the L' Governor to spare the 
Chaplain M* Sharp whom I accompanied into Connecticut, to the 
unspeakable comfort and satisfaction of the members of the 
Church of England in that Colony who remain very constant 
and steady notwithstanding that the warm Independents have 
by Imprisonment and many other severities endeavoured to 
suppress them. T hope the Society will be pleased to take their 
unhappy circumstances into consideration for nothing could be 
done more truly to propagate the Gospel than by sending a mis- : ie 
sionary into that Colony where to the great scandal of the opportunity of receiving the same 
Christian Religion as well as to the danger of men’s souls, the Worthy Sir, 
Ordinances of God are so strangely neglected and contemned Manrenke 
In some of their ‘Towns amongst too sober people, not ten will 
be admitted to the Sacrament, and vast numbers are denied 


Baptism. I am told that in a Town called Newhaven within 
14 miles of Stratford there are near tooo unbaptized, now 
if it be a good work and a great service to God and his Church 
to bring the Indians to the knowledge of our holy faith, and to 
happiness benefit and blessing of partaking of Baptism and the 
Lord's Table it must be equal if not a greater service to make 
those of our own blood and nations partakers of those great 
blessings, and as such who stop and hedge up the way to God's 
altar will undoubtedly have a great deal to answer for, so I 
am firmly of opinion that those who are entrusted with 
funds given by pious and good people for propagating the Gos- 
pel, can’t better answer the end and intent of the Donors than to 
open the way to God’s Holy Ordinances by doing what lies in 
their power that sober and well meaning people may not want the 


Caren Hraricore 
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1710, January: The Reve John Sharpe, chaplain to His Majesty's forces in New York, through the agency 
of Colonel Heathcote, visited Stratford to strengthen Churchmen heres His extant diary tells with whom 
he stayed, whom he met, and whom he baptized. I have nob seen the original manuscript, now in the Pénn= 
sylvania Historical Society, but set forth below Joseph Hooper's transcription®3 with a few of the var- 


jants that appear in "Journal of Reve John Sharpe," The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, 


XL (1916), ppe 257207 and 412=426: 


6 Epiphany Day Fryday 1 left York & went as far as New 
Rochelle on my way to Stratford where I was sent for by the 
meinbers of the Church of England there to preach I had a 
fall from my horse but thank God was not hurt 


a7 fe 7 ae 2k sk or ae = Nee 

12 set out from Coll. Heathcots w' hint wee lay at Maj" fey S077 | . — 

Sellecks at Stratford that night Stanford a erak } 
p i ; ) : i let: “} o= 

13 at Norwalk we lay at Beldens lat eth as es 

14 To Fairfield wee were met by M* Johnston M* Dunlap Blaekleech ; 4," fs : 0 1 if. = : 
& M* Blacklath they went to Stratford that night. Omit they i, ys “ ey 

15 I preached twice forenoon Ps! 3t 26 pm Rom 2-4! ; 1) x “~) 

16 Dined at M's Edwards Choice of Vestry & Church- Reem, Le 
wardens 

17 Dined at M* Blacklaths Blackleeches 


18 Dined at M' Dunlaps it rained. . at night hee Mtr. Dun- 
lap and I rode to Fairfield & lay at M' Lewes I was very wett Lewests much 


19 I went to visit the Deputy Gov’ & Mr Web the Min" of 
the place. I preached at M* Lewis's & lav that night at Mt 
Sturges’ a publick house Coll Heathcote Dunlap lies w' 
Johnston ; 

20 Coll Heathcote went away & wee came to Stratford back 

21 stayed at home all day 

22 I preached twice & gave notice of the Sact! Tex 1 Cor 15 
8 v both parts 

23 Visited M* Pitman M* Laborie & M™ Edwards Mr Bridge pPytnam m8 
received ; a came 
,24 snowed hard visited M" Nisbet 

25 Mr’ Bridge went forward to Rye I went to M" Janes 

26 to Longhill. preached Eph 5, 15-16 a congregation of 
200 the greater part whereof had never heard the Common 
Prayer 

27 Baptised Isaac Styles the first Man Child born in the male 
Colony of Connecticut a man of 80 years of age visited one 
Zachary a sick person, dined at L* Johnson, and returned to 
Stratford 

28 I staid at home at study I recovered my illness 

29 I preached A M Math 6 & adminred the Sacrt to 25 com- 
municants p m preached Luke 19 2 v_ Christened three 1632 


s, and Pheebe the daughter -of 
[Register of the Rev. John Sharpe in his Manuscript Diary] 


son of W™ Smyth Joshua the son of John 


e daughter of Archibald Dunlap. 


Baptized in my voyage to Stratford, Jan? 1710 
Hannah the wife of James Dickson at Stratford 

19 Sarah the wife of George Wood at Fairfield ad. 
26 at Long Hill Dorcas the grand daughter of Isaac Styles 


Children c: 
30 K.C. Martyr’d I preached Rom 13-1. vp m visited & 8 
31 I bought my horse darling set out at noon & preached . 5 Zz 
at Stratford Math 11 34 I rode to Greens farms & lay at Simeon goygheg E = G 

Cowles A 5 ae 2) 

. O° ane 3 

(1710, February!) [eneuarv : £ Ss z 

1 Came to Norwalk there met M" Bridge wee came thence f ie a a : 

in company w' the Deputy Gov" & M" Davenport to Stamford in Z : : 2 = 

: % 
2 Candlemas to Snowfield’s it rained very hard here M* cl “ S 4 it ~ b 
Dunlap overtook us Wee fode in the rain to Coll Heathcotes yt ~s ~ ea] 2 a @ 


night 


4 oS a 
1710, April 25: The wardens and vestrymen of the Church-of-England Society in pissed ber teriaes 
the Governor of the colony for redress of grievances, showing "That wheiras severall of us Be ney 
professing ourselves members of the Church of England as by Law Established, have lately suf oe apt 
prisonment of our bodies & distress of our Goods for not paying such rates as an ee ened: hi 8 
the support of ministers of a different persuation from the Establisht Curch; we humbly conceive 
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selves to be under no such obligation neither by the Laws of England nor the Charter grant of 
this Collony & have therefore appealed to the nixt General Court for their Judgement in our 
Case. We therefore humbly intreat your honour will be pleased to put a stop to all such pro~ 
ceedings against us till such time as the determination of the Court therein; & to grant us the 
protection of your authority in the free exercise of our religione" 


ad eras Nes Wea ee, yi Sa Manila 


2 off Mhy Gi Hane eee rae 
rors, 2 Ss pve ob 68 i 
nu Ob Aa a of th Pali Fis ileg 


ite Ay frha ae jn eA mb of Sbsratge 


Ldn or (Cokony 


rept Jit curs, 
Mpa sient succes 


' g mint gear body és a 
= FO, Kab fates safe a unt Muck yatlf a3 yiabe 
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The signers (see the facsimile) were: Fy | 
Timothy Titharton t Churoh : 
William Smith Wardens hawt labled t 
wi11™ Ronoldson®* Rr ; / 
Richard Blacklach AL, ee wi 
Jonate Pitmann Vestry Jr ae bgtey } 
John? Johnson > °F oyu ay 
VIL amon. 
Williem Jeanes sede : a , f° : ! 
Arch? Dunlop ( Jy toon: } 
ae 


Hugh Nisbitt ¥ 
Daniell Shilton85 OW RS Bloyry ? | : 
1710, May 20-26: "When the general court..owas as— 4 
sembled at Hartfordeeethe Society of the Church of Eng= ‘ i Wi Ker pe 
land empowered William Jeanes, their lawful attorney, (iantKE, pith 

to address said general court for a determination and 

issue of what should be done with said money committed 

to the abovesaid Lieutenant~Governor, and also to see if we should, for the future, enjoy peace amongst 
them: our said attorney...ecould obtain no positive answer, but was detained there by dilatory answers, 
until the 26th day...swhen one of the members of the lower housee.e told himeeothey see cause to give no 
answer, and so we find no relief for the poor distressed Church, nor the members thereofe" (See de- 
tails in Document Ie) 


1710, [? June]: Stratford Churchmen prepared a long account of their sufferings for the consideration 
of the SePeG. (For this memorable paper, see Document te) 


1710, [2 June]: 
as follows:86 


The wardens and vestry at Stratford petitioned the Bishop of London and the SePeG, 


We leave the further representation of our case to be mado 
by the faithful and worthy labourer in God’s vineyard, the 
Rey. Mr. John Talbot, who has visited us sometimes, and 
often by letters given us great comfort and courage, who is 
going home in the service of the Church, and is always ready 
to venture his life for it, The Lord reward him for his labour 


Lo the Right Rev. Father in God,-the Lord Bishop of Lon- 
don, and to the Honourable Society Sor the Propagating the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts: 


Wr, the Churchwardens and Vestry of Stratford, in the 
Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, have long lain un- 
der very great grievances from the Independents of this colo- 
ny, 48 may be secn in tho narrative of our case, which comes 
with this our address; but above all, from the want of a © 
minister to furnish us with ghostly advice, and to administer 
the bread of life to us in our miscrablo and doplorable loss. 
It is the less matter that wo suffer persecutions and afilictions 
in this life, if we could but seo, with a comfortable prospect, 
into the other world. What signifies what becomes of tho 
body, if our precious souls, for which Christ vouchsafed to 
die, be saved? And it is not without great affliction that we 
reflect on the bad success so many addresses for a minister 
have met with. We hopo God has not altogether forsaken 
us; neither the patrons of our holy religion at home quite 
laid us aside; and therefore we presume, once more, to ad- 
dress your Lordship and the Ilonourablo Society for a minis- 
ter; and, were he to be a travelling missionary through tho 
colony, we doubt not but in a short time the best of churches 
in the world would flourish even in this government, where 
they are strangers to the happy constitution. 


R710,7 (7 gone} 


of love which he hath showed to all the Churches; and, in- 
deed, had it not been for the visits wo have received from 
the clergy to the west, and the encouragement we had from 
the Honourable Colonel ILeathcote, whohath ever been a true 


friend to us and the Church, wo should not have been able to 
get through the trouble and grievances wo havo met with, 
and are yet likely to meet with, if not relieved. Wo pray 
God preserve your Lordship, and grant that the many souls 
that have been relieved by the charity of your Lordship and 
tho ILonourable Society, may be your and their crown of re- 
joicing in the world to come. We beg your Lordship’s pray- 
ers, and aro your Lordship’s most dutiful and obedient humble 
servants, 


Wirttaa Raw inson, 
ArcumaLtp DunLar, 
Epwarp Burrovaxr, 
James IlumPurers, 
James CLARKE, 


Church 


Trtorny TirHARTON, 
Wardens. 


Wirrian Smurn, 
Ricuarp Bracxtara, 
Wiuiam Jeanza, 
Joun Jounson, 
Dantet SuEiton. 


They next addressed Queen Anne in the hope of moving the British Crown to action 


[7] 


in their behalf,”‘ ‘determining to use every expedient within their reache 


To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, the humble address 
of some members of the Church of England, residing at 
Stratford, in Connecticut, in the Province of New-England: 
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May it ; j i 
ay it please your Majesty, success wo had in our frequent addresses for a minister to the 


Right Rev. Father in God, tho Lord Bishop of London, and 
tho Honourable Society for the Propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts. And indeed, the want of a minister is the 
greatest of our afflictions, which, with the rest of our griey- 
ances, we presume humbly to lay before your Majesty, and 
pray your Majesty to usc some means for our relief, and that 
your Majesty may long and happily live to reign over us; 
and when you lay asido this earthly crown, that you may re- 
ccive a crown of glory, is the continual and fervent prayer 
of, may it please your Majesty, your Majesty’s most loyal 
and faithful and obedient subjects and servants, 


We have, for a long time, been oppressed and persecuted 
by the government of this colony ; some of our estates taken 
from us, somo imprisoned for refusing to pay money to buy a 
house and farm for their minister, and to pay a yearly stipend 
to him, and all of us menaced and threatencd with several 
punishments if wo presume to meet together to have the 
Church of England service performed to us, when it pleased 
God to order a minister of tho said Church our way; and, 
besides, all do lic under their daily reproaches, scofting and 
mockings, without the advantage of a miniater to give us 


comfortable and ghostly advice, and to administer the bread 


of life to us. 

These have been our grievances for many years, and we 
should not have been able to bear them, had we not received Tnrorny Tirmarton, } Church Wru21am Rawuinson, 
some visits from the Clergy of the west, and especially seve- Wittias Surru, Wardens. Wi11am Jeanes, 
ral from the Honourab)e Col. Heathcote, who hath ever been Joun Jounson, Danten Suexron, 
a true friend both to us and the Church, and has always en- Axcuwaty Doyzap, Epwarp Burroven, 
couraged us not to swerve from our holy profession, notwith- James Houmpureys, James CLARKE, 
standing the difficulty and trials we met with, and the bad Ricuarp Bracxuatu. 


1710, October: The Reve Christopher Bridge began his rectorate in Rye, which continued until his 
death on May 22, 1719. He was kind to Anglicans in Stratford, paying occasional visits to baptize Strat- 
ford children, but all traces of his records are missinge The parish registers of Bee were apparently 
burnt during the Revolutionary Ware Only the post-Revolutionary volumes are extante 8 


On August 19, 1709, the Rev. Christopher Bridge was commissioned 
by the Venerable Society to be missionary at Rye. Mr. Bridge was a 
graduate of Cambridge and had been assistant to the Rector of King’s 
Chapel, Boston, and Rector at Narragansett before coming to Rye. He 
arrived in Rye in January 1710, “having lost almost all his books and 
abundance of other necessaries; the vessel in which he sent them being Rev. Christopher Bridge 1710-1719 
chased ashore by a French privateer, and being billged, were all either lost 
or damnified to the value of £150 or £ 200.” 

Mr. Bridge was inducted Rector at Rye in October 1710. On Novem- . 
ber 20, 1710, he wrote “I find no library here, that I need not say how 
uneasy and dissatisfied I am to be destitute of books, and without any 
company that might supply that want. I hoped to borrow out of the 
library at New-York, but scruples were raised against letting any of those 
books go so far. . . . I give you here the best account I can of the present 
state of this parish. The inhabitants are 722, including children, servants 
and slaves. The baptized, 441. The greatest part of them were baptized 
before the Church was settled here. The communicants 43, several of 
them are not constant, some still Presbyterians or Independents in their 
judgment, but are persons well disposed and willing to partake of the 
Sacrament in what way they can, rather than not at all. Those that 
profess themselves of the Church of England, 284, though several of them 
do very seldom come to church. Dissenters, 468, several of those are 
serious people and do frequently come to church. . . . Among the Dis- 
senters are 7 families of Quakers and 4 or 5 families inclining to them. 
The rest are presbyterians or Independents, transplanted out of the 
Connecticut Colony.” 


try the fol- 
, be one of the vestry 


, and that no vestry be held without him, except in 


On July 27, 1711, Mr. Bridge wrote “‘several of Cates’ followers being 
in the neighborhood of this parish, they began the last winter to form 
themselves into a society, and were very busy to invite the neighbours 
to their meetings, upon which I acquainted the chief of them, that I should 
be glad to be with them, if they would let me know when they had a 
meeting on a week day.” A meeting having been arranged, Mr: Bridge 
debated with these Dissenters who were called “ranting Quakers,’ to such 
effect that on June 9, 1712, he reported ‘“‘they have never since held a 
public meeting in these parts, and one of their preachers did soon after, 
before a witness, make an oath or confession of his faith in all the points 
we then disputed. He owned himself fully convinced, and came sometimes 


, or that after notice of vestry summoned, he omit to 


, but it pleased God soon after, to take him suddenly out of the 
“You are to give order forthwith (if the same be not already done) 


every orthodox minister within your government 
On July 30, 1717, Mr. Bridge wrote “at my first coming here, I found 


the (parsonage) house so much decayed, that it was scarce habitable. 
In the year 1706,—methods were used to induce the town to raise a tax 


On July 29, 1712, Mr. Bridge communicated to the Ves 


lowing order from the Crown: 
floor laid. When I had for a year or two preached upon the ground, I 


got subscriptions for about £50, among the inhabitants towards finishing 


and glazed it, but found nothing done to the inside, not so much as a 
the inside.” 


for building a church, and they raised a handsome outside, and covered 


to church 

world.” 

that 

in his respective parish 
case of sickness 
come.” 
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1711: The Reve Timothy Cutler, pastor of the Congregational flock, began at this time to have mis- 
givings about his orders and to be strongly attracted to the Church of Englande 89 John Dayenport and 
Stephen Buckingham, writing to Increase and Cotton Mather from Stamford on Septe 25, 1722, w reported 
sad news: "It may be added, that Mr. C({utler] then declared to the trustees [of Yale College], that he 
had for many years been of this [Anglican] persuasion, (his wife is reported to have said that to her 
knowledge he had for eleven or twelve years been so persuaded) and that therefore he was the more uneasy 
in performing the acts of his ministry at Stratford, and the more readily accepted the call to a college 
improvement at N. Havene" 


1712, Dece 19: The Reve Francis Philips arrived in Stratford, sent by the SePeGe It very soon ap- 
peared that he had none of the genius and vision of Mre Muirson. He failed to understand the strategic 
an of this town in the conversion of Connecticut to the Church of England. (See under April 9, 
1714. 


1713, August 19: Francis Philips left the cure at Stratford for reasons explained in his letter of 
September 9 to the SePeGe 


1713, September 9: Philips! letter to the SePeGe attempts to explain why he violated SePeGe rules by 
moving without permissione? 


was expressed vigorousl 
Nicholson in New York: 


Philadelphia, Sept. 9th, 1718. 


Sir, 

It is with more than ordinary concern I am forced to give 
you this trouble to desire the favour of you to acquaint the 
Honourable Society with my reasons for leaving Stratford, in 
Connecticut Colony, in New-England. During my abode 
there, which was till the 19th day of August last, I used my 
utmost endeavours to answer tho end of my mission, as ap- 
pears by a certificate signed by the Churchwardens and Ves- 
tryinen of that place. I made it my business to ride from 
place to place, to preach to and instruct those that showed 
the least inclination to become members of our Church, in 
the extremity of heat and cold, which has indeed very much 
impaired my health; but the dissenting party being very nn- 
merous, and being likewiso encouraged by the Governor 
there, who is a rigid Independent, and finding thv greatest 
part of those who pretended to be of the Churchway, were 
only so to sereen themselves from tho taxes imposed on them 
by Dissenters, I must beg leave to inform the Venerable So- 
ciety that there is little success, and less cncouragement, to 
bo expected from the labours of the most painful divine 
which shall be sent to that place, whilst the government re- 
mains in the hands it’s in, than almost any other part of 
Ameriea. The consideration of which, together with my un- 


willingness to put the Ifonourable Socicty to so great an cx- 


pense to very little purpose, made me look out for some other 
place, where, in all probability, I might bo capable of doing 
much more servico; which, I hope, will in some measure 
help to plead my excuso with that venerable body that I did 
not Iet ’em know of my removal before I did remove; but 
the shortness of the time and the necessity of the present 
circumstances of the Church, which Jaid Mr. Evans under 


1714, April 9: 
9 


Stratford, April 9th, 1714. 
Honored Sir, 

These are to inform you of the deplorable state of our poor 
Church, which wo labour under by reasons of Mr. Philips 
leaving of us. Our Church was on a likely way to have 
flourished, and several persons, the masters of considcrable 
familics, were leaving the society of Dissenters, and coming 
over to us, but, by reason of his desertion, it all failed, and 


necessity to hasten home, could not possibly admit of it; 
otherwise, I should not have presumed to have taken any one 
step without first consulting that learned body, for which 1 
have the greatest esteem imaginable ; besides, I thought that 
no missionary now abroad could be so well spared from their 
cure, as myself. Therefore, when I heard of Mr. Evans’ de- 
sign of visiting Great Britain, I made my application to him, 
and by the persuasion of my friends and of the request of 
his Churchwardens and Vestrymen, as appears by the eopy of 
their minutes, I, with much difficulty, prevailed upon him to 
accept of me for his curate during his absence; in doing 


which (though I have been guilty of a breach of my instrue- 
tions) I beg that the Ilonourable Society will pleaso to pardon 
it. Isent home bills of exchango for £20 sterling, payable 
to Mr. Nathaniel Simpson, or his order, bearing date May 2d, 
1713 ; and since that, I have sent other bills of exchange, pay- 
able to the Rev. Mr. Gardiner, for £20 sterling,which is all that 
remains duc to mo from the Ilonourable Society. Pray, sir, 
please to order that it may be paid, and you will much oblige, 


Sir, your very humble servant, 
Francis Parwirs. 


P.8. Tad we a Bishop here to apply to in that and other 
exigencies that will happen when a Church begins to increase, 
there would be no need of troubling the Society with things 
of this naturo; but where this guido is wanting, it can’t pos- 
sibly be but that some things that aro dono may be looked 
upon as irregular ; but I humbly beg the Society’s acceptance 
of my most grateful acknowledgments of their undeserved 
favours. 


The opinion of the wardens and vestry at Stratford regarding the Reve Francis Philips 
¥ in their letter to Colonel Heathcote, who transmitted a copy to General Francis 


left us a scorn and reproach to the enemies of the Church ; 
and as touching his behaviour whilst among us, the greatest 
thing we have to charge him with was his not attending his 
orders and commission ; for when he first arrived he stayed 
weeks at New-York, and came not to Stratford until the 19th | 
day of December, and then was with us but nine Sabbaths, 
and went again to New-York and stayed five wecks, and then 
was with us five Sabbaths more, and went again to New- 


Secretary of the SePeG» 


4 


York and stayed about two weeks, and then stayed two Sab- 
baths, and then finally left ns wholly, as at this day ; but be- 
fore hq went the first time to New-York ho desired us to sign 
for him a letter of recommendation to send to the Honour 
able Society, which we, like innocent sheep, did; he having 
it ready drawn; himself wrote it. The second timo ho left 
us we discoursed whether he designed to leave us, and ho said 
he would never Ieavo us until such timo as we should have a 
supply, and another minister settled amongst us. But having 
no regard to his promise, he left us, as you are sensible, and 
carried away with him the books, which we understood since, 
were sent by the Honourable Society for tho use of our Church. 
‘He also promised that he would receive what money he could 


54 


for us to assist in the building of our Church, for which 
(though long first) we havo at last got tho timber felled, and 
do hope to get it raised in threo months’ time. Nothing else, 
but with hearty thanks and praises to God for a blessing on 
your faithful endeavours, and for tho settling of the Church 
amongst ‘us, we rest, 


Your most humble servants, 


Ricnarp areata Churchwardens, 
Wits §unrs, and othere. 


Endorsed by Col. Heathcote: “ Copy of this letter was sent 
to Gen. Nicholson.” 


1714, April 19: Colonel Heathcote wrote about Philips to General Nicholson: 22 


New-York, April 19th, 1714. 
May it please your Excellency, 

I happened to be detained in the country out of the post- 
road, when the postman went last from home, and so was 
disabled from the keeping my promiso in writing to your 
exccllency then, and giving those accounts you desired, or 
acknowledging your execllency’s favour of the 5th past. As 
to the Church of Stratford, I send your excellency the state 
thereof as it was transmitted to me by the Churchwardens 
and Vestry of that place; those poor people have hitherto 
been very unfortunate, but I hope it won’t be always so with 
them. When I went first amongst them with Mr. Muirson, 
there seemed to be as fair a prospect of settling the Church 
as in any part of America, he having, in a very few journies, 
increased his communion to forty ; and had he not unhappily 
died, or had the Society, upon the first notice of his death, 


1714, October 14: h 


Ttye, Oct. 14th, 1714, 
Bir, 

{ am heartily sorry that I have occasion to inform the 
Honourable Society that the interest of tho Church in Strat- 
ford seems to be declining; there are there an honest and so- 
ber people, truly zealous for the Church ; but they live among 
neighbours who despise and misuse them for their loyalty to 
the crown and zeal for the Church, and they hare met with 
so many discouragements and disappointments that they are 
almost wearied ont; they are frequently calling on me to 


1715: 


been expeditious in supplying that place with another good, 
diligent missionary, it had still been recoverable ; but they 
delayed it so long that the enemies of the Church had time 
to fortify themselves against us, for tho effecting whereof the 
Presbyterians and Independent ministers, both in Connecticut 
and Boston, were consulted, and, among many other resolves 
to prevent the Church’s growth, determined that one of the 
best preachers that both colonies could afford should be sought 
out and sent there; and ono Mr. Cutler, who lived then at 
Boston or Cambridge, was accordingly pitched upon. “As to 
Mr. Philips, the Society mado a wrong choice in him; for 
that missionary being of a temper very contrary to be pleased 
with such conversation and way of living as Stratford affords, 
had no sooner seen that place but his wholo thoughts were 
bent and employed how he shonld get from it, and to be 
employed either at Mr. Vesey’s lecture, or to be settled at 
Philadelphia, the latter whereof he brought about. 


Christopher Bridge expressed his worries about Stratford in a report to the 


assist them, and I go as often as my health and the affairs of 
my parish will allow me; but they are at such a distance 
that it is both difficult and expensive to me, and I have not 
put them to any charge for my coming among them, and 
shall always be willing to assist them what I can, till a minis- 
ter be sent to settle with them, if the Honourable Society be 
pleased to direct me s0 to do. 


I am, sir, &e., 
Curis. Brmcer. 


The strategy of the SeP.G., on all sides of Connecticut, meanwhile, was being evidenced in 


its grants of books for parish libraries, in its sending packets of catechisms, Bibles and Prayer Books, 
as well as in its shipments of apologetical works like Archbishop King's Inventions of Man, a copy of 


which ultimately fell into the hands of Samuel Johnson and other Yale intellectualse 95 


the Salvation of its own People, The Negle 


i , whilft the Society has been this ¥ 
setae: which might have rendred fome of our Coun 


lamenting the Dé/advantazes of it, and at the f 


Time labouring to furmount them; It has by 


Means been remifs, within its Compafs, inj 


plying thofe Countries with Miffonartes, ort 
Miffionaries with Stipends or Books conven 
tor them; Nor have they waved any necef 
Charges incumbent on them towards the Cur 
fion of the Natives, or making a due Provifion 


men abroad, and brought an Imputation on 
felves at home as, worfe than Infidels : 

Thus, the Reverend Mr, Robert Walker has 
difpatched to Barlington, for the Care of 
Place, in Mr. Talbot’s Sicknefs, and as his Suc 
in Cafe of Removal, with the provifional Cts 
of New Briffol and Hopewell, at the Allowance 
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601. per Annum; The Reverend Mr. Rober 
to New York, for the Affiftance of Mr. V4y 
sol; The Reverend Mr. Henry Lucas to 
bury, at 601. where the Reverend Mr. La 
for his officiating, had a Gratuity of -4o/.. from 
Seciety 5" = 

Befides which original Salaries,« The Socit) 
thought fit, upon fpecial Occafions or preffing 
gencies, To grant other Gratuities, or, To avg 
the Salaries of deferving Miffionaries or Offi 
what Sort foever: So the Sum of 4o/. wasg 
to the Reverend Mr. Vefey, in Confideratin 
his Services done in the Plantations of Amerits 
for enabling him to tranfport himfelf to: Ne I 
Tothe Reverend Mr. Adams, now Minilter of 


Parifh, in Somerfet County, Maryland, 1001. To 
Reverend Mr. Vaughan, for his Care at Am- 
Elizabeth Town, &c. rol. increafe Annually ; 
the Reverend Mr. Poyer, an Order has been 


nted for all the Expences he fhall be at in re- 


ering his Salary by due Courfe of Law, in the 
rteft and fpeedieft manner it can be eftetted ; To 
Reverend Mr. Honeyman, for his extraordinary 


ee 


ey 


ee 


ply of Tiverton, Free Town, Little Compton, and 
wanfit, till Miffionaries be fent over thither, 
| per Annum; To the Reverend Mr. Bridge 301. 
Confideration of Loffes in the Sucieties Service ; 
the Reverend Mr. Humphreys at Chir, an 
EM of 10/; To Mr. Huddleffone, School- 
erat Rye, §/. Addition to his Salary; To Mr. 
as Moore, Afiftant tothe late Secretary, 10 /. for 
extraordinary Service for the Society during the 
Year; And to the Secretary himfelf 50/. per 
wm has been added, for enabling him to pro- 
efuch Affiftants as he fhall think proper in the 
finefs of the Society, to commence from the laft 
niverfary Meeting. 

InBooks, There have been granted 5§/. and 8/.worth 
the Reverend Mr. Vauehan ; To the Reverend 
t. Thomas at Hempftead, 2 Dozen of Common Prayer 
ks 12° 2 Dozen of Archbifhop Kjzg’s Inven- 
sof Men; 2 Dozen of the Dean of St. <A/aph’s 
ith and Practice of a Church of England Man ; 
d one of the London Cafes abridged, compleat ; 
nthe Reverend Mr Walker, 5 1. for devotional 
d practical Tra€ts, to be diftributed amongft his 
ple ; with 2 Church Bibles, 2 Folio Common 
yr Books, and 2 Books of Homilies for the Ufe 
his Churches; To the Reverend Mr. Lucas at 
bury a Library, to be removed from Bratrtree 


whither a-fupernumcrary one had teen fent by 
Miftake; Tothe Reverend Mr. Hoi nai, on Rhok 
IRand, 1 doz. Common Prayer Book. 8vo and 
doz. 120. §0 of Wal’s Abridgements ; 6 of Ba 
net’s Books againft the Quakers; and 50 feriog 
Calls to the Quakers by the Reverend Mr. Gem 
Keith, as a very acceptable Prefent to him a 
his Congregation, againft the Errors of Quin 
and Anabaptifts; To the Reverend Mr Bridge 4 
Rye, fome Common Prayer Books, and fome devotion 
Traéts, of which the People were very defit 
before he wrote, and heartily thankful for the 
fince; To the Reverend Mr. Mackenzie, 2 du 
Common Prayer Books 120. ; To the Reverend Dri 
FJau, fome Socéety Sermons with other Books, a gra 
Part of which have been diftributed to thofew 
make a good Ufe of them, not excepting t 
Sleves, who feem defirous of Inftru€tion, ands 
receive the Ordinances from the Minifters of the 
Parifhes; To the Reverend Mr. Adams the vid 
Allowance; To the Reverend Mr. Shaw 10 
for a Library ; To Mr. Hwddlestone, 2 doz, (m 
mon Prayer Books 12°. with the old Verfion oft 
finging Pfalms, and as many of Lewzs’s Explanati 
of the Charch Catechi/m, for Exercifes in his Sch 
and in the Evening on the Lord’s Days : (when 
only his own Scholars, but feveral of the yo 
People of the Town of both Sexes come willing 
to be informed; ) 1 doz. Bibles with the Comm 
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mightily to the fpeeding the good Work he 
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in hand; having taught befides Britifh Childe dines cae es bale may in the Hands of 
; iar ecome a healing Inftrument f i 

ne raten Rec i ee ane pelle Englifh, thofe late Breaches eich have nae? ele 

i ; eae eet In the Employ of a da’d between the Englifh and their Neighbours 

etic: 1¢ has demon{trated him- mthe Frontiers of Carolina; and by a feaiontble 
‘ Gratitude may caufe many Thank(pivings to G 

Pence Benet large enough for their in the Socéeties Behalf, ree fuch ig bee likewife 

ee uaiee ; is Pe 7 pean very 2 Prefent made to the Sachems of the Mohawks and 

ao : in a wher bordering Nations, by the Reverend : 

ite er oe eee as ena Cet a at ue Socleties ApoointneHeMatTh which 

agans Or Chriftians ; ® obtained Leave to acl it 

Such have been with Refpeét to the former ; les Wi side CU Parent eCE a 
i ; ; With the Préating of Prayer 1 Catechifi 

their Inftru€tion and Maintenance of Prince : th if tae Pier re 

George, Son of a Yammonfea Sachem, for fome tuehife in Empleo” jade oe a 


1715: From the "Autobiography" of Samuel Johnson:28 ‘He goon after, in 1715, happened to light on 
Archbishop King's book of the Inventions of Man in the Worship of God, which confirmed him in what he had 
before thought and seemed to carry demonstration with it that the extempore way [of prayer] in which he 
had been brought up was very wrong, and preconceived, well-composed forms were infinitely best, as we 
should then have no occasion to rack our invention in finding what to say and have nothing else to do in 
prayer but to offer up our hearts with our words which is indeed the proper and only business of prayer." 


1716: Another passage from the "Autobiography" of Samuel Johnson:97 'He had also been bred up in 
much prejudice against the Church of England buteesebeing led by a good religious man (one Mre Smithson) 
of that Church lately settled at Guilford to peruse the Liturgy [Prayer Book] which he found to be main- 
ly and no more than a very judicious collection out of the Holy Scriptures which he always had loved, 
this together with Bishop King [Inventions of Man in the Worship of God] caused all his prejudices 
against the church to vanish like smoke," 


1716: The Yale Library received an important shipment of books from England, some of which may have 
been contributed by the SePeGe28 This collection of eight hundred had been assembled in England "at 
the request of the Connecticut Assembly by the colony's agent, Anglican Jeremiah Dummeress. It con= 
tained a generous sprinkling of religious books written from the Anglican point of view, such as Hoad= 
ley's Reasonableness of Conformity, and Admonition to Mre Calumy, Tillotson's Rule of Faith, Burnett's 
Pastoral Care, Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity, Sherlock's Tracts, and Barrow's Workse When the books 
were [eventually] opened and shelved in the college library, Dr. Timothy Cutler...and his tutors pro= 


ceeded to read themselves into the Anglican Churchesee" 99 


1717, November 14: The Rev. Christopher Bridge wrote the Secretary of the SePeGe about his occas~ 
{onal visits to Stratford:1°° There are in Stratford, and the neighbouring towns in Connecticut, about 
36 communicants of the church of England, and within these few years, I find there have been about 24 
adult persons, and between 70 and 80 children baptized by me, and other missionaries of the Society, 
who have occasionally been there; they seem extremely desirous to have a minister settled among them." 


° 


1718, September 30: Your indefatigable forefathers again addressed a long petition to the SeP.Ge, 
signed by wardens and vestry. A part of it follows: 


Stratford, September 30th, 1718. a second time, and gent us a minister, Mr. Phillips; but he 
; , ‘ not answering your expectations, nor ours neither, soon left 
Yo the Honourable Socicty for Propagating the Gospel in us destitute as before, and much worse; for those who liked 


Foreign Plantations : not the Church would often flout us and say, we might never 
: expect another minister. So we remained in this deplorable 

The humble address of us, the subscribers, members of the ; ; 
: ‘i state more than five years, as a scoff and by-word to the ene- 


Church of England, in Stratford, in the Colony of Connecti- 


Sea rae 4 : ane: i ye causo to doubt we have 
cut, in New-England, on behalf of ourselves and Society, mies of theChurch. We have c - been 


represented to your honours as inconsiderable, few in num- 
bers and not worth minding ; and, indeed, as to our outward 
estate, it may very well be said that we are inconsiderable, 
it being the interests of our government so to make us; but 
as to our number, we have had at least a hundred baptized 
into the Church, and have had at one time thirty-six par- 
takers of the Woly Communion of the Lord’s Supper, and 


Hespry Suewern: - 

Hoping your honours will consider that we have been an 
embodied society these twelve years, and you have so far 
considered us at first, to send 2 Commission to the Rev. Mr. 
Muirson to be our minister, but his deceasing, we remained 
destitute at least five years; then your honours considered us 


57 
have ecveral times assembled in i 
our congregation between : : r 
: : consider that tl i i i 
ae and three hundred Persons ; and if encouraged by your what has a SiACe rice ra Fee at ee ne 
onowrs, may be as flourishing » Church as any country necticut. medial Ranence ae edu, 8 
Church in America. Wo humbly beseech your honours to i 


Rn eg ny Aad West Haven and continued his reading, now in the Yale Librarye His 

ann petite ri completed might frighten a modern Anglican seminary student into a nervous break- 

‘ . s time, he began introducing Prayer Book collects and longer prayers into his Congrega— 
onal services to the delight of his people, who did not know the sources 


a Boats a apetrect of the Proceedings of the SePeGs (Febe, 1720---Febe, 1721) 103 announced the good 
ws a ratford was at last + i i 
ean at las o have a missionary, a parish library, and a generous supply of Anglican 


The Society have this Ycar fupply’d th Annum: The Reverend Mr. Fames Orem 
following Places with Miffionaries,who hav to New Briffol in New England, with the 
been well recommended to them both fet like Salary, where the People have late- 
their Abilities and pious Life and Conver) ly built a Church at their own Charge, and 
fation, and to bo duly qualified to anfwwer promifed to contribute handfomely towards 
the Ends of the Mithon. the Maintenance of a Miffionary : And the 

Reverend Mr. George Piggot is appointed to 

To Lewis Town in Suffer County in Stratford in Cine fone Salary ; 
Penfilvania, they have fent the Reverend with cach of which Miffionaries the Societp 
Mr. William Becket with a Salary of Sixty have fent a Library of Ten Pounds, and Fice 
‘Pounds per Annum: To Hopewell and Pounds worth we devotional Traés to di- 
Maiden-bead in New Ferfey, the Reverend ftribute among their Parifhioners: The 
Mr. William Harrifon, with the like Sala- Society have alfo appointed the Reverend 
ty: ‘To North Carolina, in the Room of — Mr. Thomas Barclay, formerly their Miffio- 
Mr. Urmftone, who is return’d from that nary at Albany, to remove to Rye in the 
County, the Reverend Mr. Thomas New- Province of New Virk, with a Salary of 
nam, With a Salary of Eighty Pounds per Fifty Pounds per Annum, if he fhould think 
Annum: To Newbury in New England, fit; and have given him ‘Ten Pounds in 
the Reverend Mr. Matthias Plant is ap-  Confidcration of thg very hard Circumftan- 
pointed with a Salary of Sixty Pounds per ecs he lies under; and have alfo given to 


1722, early: From the "Autobiography" of Samuel Johnson: 10% "At length these conversations [among the 


Yale tutors] which used to be very delightful begun to grow troublesome; they grew uneasy to find them- 
selves in a state so very different on several accounts from the state of Christianity when the Apostles 
left it and particularly with regard to the government of the churche They all loved their country, and 
were beloved by it, and were esteemed the most considerable persons as to their literary accomplishments 
of any in it. It was therefore very grievous to them to think of going into conclusions that they knew 
would be very distressing to their friends and very grievous to their country. They therefore honestly 
tried to satisfy themselves if possible to continue as they were; they resolved to examine things im- 
partially and read the best things on both sides of the questionees. The result was, that from the facts 
‘in Scripture, compared with the facts of the primitive church immediately after, and so dowmward it ap- 
peared very plain that the episcopal government of the church was universally established by the Apostles 
wherever they propagated Christianitye And that though the presbyters preached and administered the Sac=- 
‘raments, yet no act of ordination and government was ever held lawful without a bishop at the head of the 
Presbyterye This appeared as evident from the universal witness of the church as the canon of Scripture 
itself and indeed more evident than infant baptism and the first day Sabbathe So that they began to be 
considerably dubious of the lawfulness of their ordinations" 


1722, April 23: Shortly after the Reve George Pigot reached New York, he addressed the following let- 
ter to his prospective flock at Stratford, reminding them of the usual arrangements whereby the SePeGe 
paid o£ 50 org 60 sterling toward the missionary's salary and the parish, the remainder (approximately 

Se jis Pigot did not remain in Stratford very long, but he prepared the way for Samuel Johnson's min= 


the Housatonic3) 
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1722, May 20 (Trinity Sunday): "eeeit was not till Trinity Sunday.e.that the mission 
{at Stratford] received its priestesese A few weeks later he was able not only to ad- 
minister the holy communion to thirty, and to baptize twenty-seven infants, but also to 
record his 'expectations of a glorious revolution of the ecclesiastics of this country,' 
the 'President of Yale College, and five more,’ having had a conference with him, and be- 
ing determined to declare themselves professors of the Church of England, "105 


David Humphreys, in An Historical Account of the Incorporated Society for the Propaga= 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, London, 1730, 334-345 and 337-338, supplies details 
of the parish at the time of George Pigot's arrival—details that deserve to be pre= 
served in a historical sketch like this onee 


39 


"The People of Stratford in Connecticut Colony, about the Year 1708, expressed an earnest Desire of 
having the Church of England Worship settled among themesesee However the Society could not send a Mis-~ 
sionary here till the Year 1722, so much were they engaged in supplying other Placese The Reverend Mre 
Pigot was sent Missionary here, and so heartily were the People inclined to the Church of England, that 
the Disappointment of having no Missionary for near 20 Years, did not make them change their well= 
grounded Judgmente They received Mr. Pigot with all Kindness, and immediately sat about building a 
Place for Publick Worship. Accordingly...the Building [was] carried on and compleated, partly at the 
Charge of the Church of England Members there, partly by the liberal Contributions of pious Gentlemen of 
the neighbouring Provinces, together with the Bounty of some Travellers, who occasionally passing by, 
contributed. It is a Timber Building, small, but neat, 45 Feet and a half long, and 30 broad, and 20 up 
to the Roofe 


none Eastward within 100 Miles, and there is no Church at all, Northwarde Stratford lies upon the Sea- 
Coast, and directly over against it to the Southward, lies Brookhaven upon Long-Island, about 20 Miles 
distant from Stratford. If there were no Missionary here, a very great Body of People would be desti- 
tute of the Means of Publick Worship. The Towns in this Country lie thick, scarce any at above ten 
Miles Distance, some not five Miles off each othere Some of these Towns also, have several little Vil- 
lages belonging to theme Most of the Towns consist of 2, 3, or 400 Families. MTho' scarce any of them 
live contiguous, yet the main Body of the People of a Town, live in near Neighbourhoodse The Roads are 
generally well cleared, and much usede It is a fruitful and thriving Countrye" 


1722, May 29: The wardens of Christ Church sent their thanks to the Secretary of the SoPeGe with a 
request for additional financial helpe 


May 29th, 1722. at our own expense, and should be extremely happy if the 
Sir, Honourable Socicty would bestow the same allowance on 
Mr. Pigot as they did on Mr. Philips, especially since he 
so much more deservedly merits it, and promises so much 
satisfaction therein. We also render our hearty thanks for 
those necessary books he has brought among us, and shall 
always retain in our memories a sincere affection for the aus- 
picious Socicty who sent them, and therefore beg leave grate- 
fully to subscribe ourselves, in the behalf of the whole 
Church, 


After a long expectation we are supplied from the Honour- 
able Society with a Missionary, for whom we do hereby re- 
turn our most grateful acknowledgments. As to Mr. Pigot’s 
care over us we aro well satisficd that it will be to the advan- 
tage of the Church of England, and the edifying of all of us 
who belong to that Church, as far as can be guessed by his 
deportment hitherto. We received a letter with him from 
you, and should be glad, sir, to comply therewith, if our abili- 
ties would permit us to do it ; for our number indeed is great, 
but we have no leading men to support us under our difficul- 
ties in a country resolved to flecce all of our persuasion as long 
as their charter continucs. We are about to build a Church 


Their, and, sir, 
Your obliged humble servants, 


Jonun Jounson, } Church 
Wituram Juans, j Wardens. 


1722, June: From Samuel Johnson's "Autobiography: "+06 "In June 1722 Mre Johnson made [George Pigot] 
a visit and invited him to come and see our college, which he promised him to do on such a day; of this 
he gave notice to his friends who agreed to meet there on that occasione They did no more than express 
their charity and veneration for the church, but this was so unexpected to Mre Pigot, and so much 
pleased him that he could not forbear giving some hints of it among his peoplee Their {the tutors'] 
frequent meetings and intimacy begun also to be much noticed and talked of and they began to be suspec= 
ted of Arminianism, and soon after some very ill and untrue things of their opinions were reported about 
so that by Commencement in September 1722 the country was much alarmedecee" 


1722, August 20: George Pigot sent the news to the Secretary of the Venerable Society, indicating 
the importance of having a bishop in the colonies for emergencies of this sorte 


Stratford, August 20th, 1722. 
Sir, : 

In my last of the 4th of June, by the hands of Mr. Wil- 
liam Gardner, whose reccipt Ihave, I gave you eome account 
of my progress in the ministry here; but I am now more 
capable of guessing at the aims of the people about me. 
Since Trinity Sunday, when I first gathered a Church, 


(though by mistake I mentioned the Sunday following in my 
former,) Thaye administered the Communion to thirty persons, 
and baptized twenty-seven infants, as you may perceive by 
the enclosed, which is my notttia parochialis thereof. The 
leading people of this colony are generally prejudiced against 
their mother Church, but yet I have great expectations of a 
glorious revolution of the ecclesiastics of this country, be-, 


+ 
+ a 
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cause tho most distinguished gentlemen among them are re- 
solvedly bent to promote her welfare and embrace her bap- 
tism and discipline, and, if the leaders fall in, there is no 
doubt to be made of the people. Those gentlemen who are 
ordained pastors among the Independents, namely, Mr. 


Cutler, the President of Yale College, and five more, have. 


held a conference with me, and aro determined to declare 
themselves professors of the Church of England, os soon as 


they shall understand they will be supported at home; they 
complain much, both of the necessity of going home for or- 
ders, and of their inability for such an undertaking ; they 
also surmise it to be entirely disserviceablo to our Church, 
because, if they should come to England, they must leave 
their flocks, and thereby give the vigilant enemy an opportu- 
nity to seizo their cures and supply them with inveterate 
schismatics ; but if a Bishop could be sent us, they could se- 
cure their parishes now and hereafter, because the people 
here aro legally qualificd to choose their own ministers as 
often as a vacancy happens, and this would lighten the Ion- 
ourable Socicty’s expenses to a wonderful degree. I am in- 
formed, also, by these, that there are other gentlemen dis- 
posed to renounce their separation, not only in this colony, 


1722, September 13: An uproar was heard at 
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but also in other provinces of North America, and those a 
body, considerable enough to perfect a general reformation. 


Yale College. 108 (The day following Commencement) 


Timothy Cutler, rector of Yale; Jared Eliot, pastor of Killing- 
worth; John Hart, pastor of East Guilford; James Wetmore, of 
North Haven; Daniel Brown, tutor at Yale; Samuel Whittelsey, 
pastor of Wallingford; and Samuel Johnson, pastor of West 
Haven, presented their written declaration “to the Rev. Mr. 
Andrew and Mr. Woodbridge and others, our Reverend Fathers 
and Brethren, present in the library of Yale College.” 
“Reverend Gentlemen, 

“Having represented to you the difficulties which we 
labor under, in relation to our continuance out of the visible 
communion of an Episcopal Church, and a state of seeming 
opposition thereto, either as private Christians, or as officers, 


ject till I have your and my Lord of London’s sentiments on 
this affair. I have distributed what books I brought, and 
have reason to bless God for the good influence they have 
had on the people. I hope the Honourable Society will be 
pleased to order me some Common Prayer-Books and Cate- 
chisms, than which nothing, (besides a Bishop) can be more 
advantageous to the successful ministry of, sir, your and the 
Honourable Society’s very humble servant, 
Grorce Pieor. 


P. §.—I have frequent invitations to come to Providence, 
in Rhode Island Government, where I ama proprictor, and 
do humbly crave the patronage of the Honourable Society 
for that residence, when they are determined to send a mis- 
pace thither, whom it may suit a3 well to come to Strat- 
ord. 


and so being insisted on by some of you (after our repeated 
declinings of it) that we should sum up our case in writing, 
we do (though with great reluctance, fearing the consequence 
of it) submit to and comply with it, and signify to you that 
some of us doubt the validity, and the rest are more fully 
persuaded of the invalidity of the Presbyterian ordination, 
in opposition to the Episcopal; and should be heartily 
thankful to God and man, if we may receive from them 
satisfaction herein, and shall be willing to embrace your - 
good councils and instructions in relation to this important 
affair, as far as God shall direct and dispose us to it.”””° 
All the signers were graduates of Yale, with the exception of : 
Cutler — a Harvard man. They were identified with the Con- 
gregational system, which was now assailed by them in its 
principal stronghold. Great consternation followed. It was an 
humiliating rebuff; the men were of unimpeachable character 
and recognised ability. 


1722, October 3: George Pigot wrote to the Secretary of the SePeGe of latest developments in New 


Haven and Fairfield Counties.l09 


Sir,—I write this from New-York, where I am soliciting 
for subscriptions towards tho building a Church at Stratford, 
for the glorious work wo havo already undertaken, notwith- 
standing tho poverty of tho oppressed inhabitants. I have 
not been idle since my dismission; and as I made quick 
dispatch on my setting out from home, so I’ve been diligent 
in promoting the good of our Church in this country. I 
shall, befure Christmas, according to appointment, preach 
thrice at Fairfield, which is cight miles distant from my 
abode—as often at Newtown, which is twenty-two miles 
from Stratford—thrice, also, at Ripton, at the samo distance 
—in which places I have and shall take caro to improve the 
festivals of our Church to such purposes; and where thse 


do not intervene, on other week-days. On the 4th of the 
last month, at the desire of the president, I repaired to the 
Commencement of Yale College, in New-IIaven, where, in 
the faco of the whole country, the aforesaid gentleman and 
six others, hereafter named, declared themselves in this wise, 
that they could no longer keep out of the communion of the 
Holy Catholic Church, and that some of them doubted of the 
validity, and the rest wero persuaded of tho invalidity, of 
Presbyterian ordination in opposition to Episcopal. The 
gentlemen fully persuaded thereof are the five following, 
viz.: Myr. Cutler, president of Yalo College; Mr. Brown, 
tutor to tho same; Mr, Elliot, pastor of Killingsworth ; 
Mr. Johnson, pastor of West Ilaven, and Mr. Wetmore, pas- 
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tor of North Iaven. The two gentlemen who seemed to 
doubt aro Mr. Iart, pastor of East Guilford, and Mr. Whit- 
tlesy, pastor of Wallingford. Theso seven gave in their do- 
clarations in writing, and, at tho saine time, two more; and 
these pastors of great note gavo their assent, of whom the 
one, Mr. Buckley, of Colchester, declared Episcopacy to be 
jure divino, and the other, Mr. Whiting, of some remoto 
town, also gave in his opinion for moderate Episcopacy. 

This great outset towards a reformation in this do- 
luded country has brought in vast numbers to favour the 
Church of England. Nay, sir, Newton and Ripton, if not 
Fairfield, do intend to petition the Honourable Society for 
Church ministers, The gentlemen above mentioned de- 
sign, somo of them, to go home for orders, and the rest will 
tarry till a Bishop comes, if ever it should please God to in- 
spire those in authority to promote him. I mention this, sir, 
that those of the worthy gentlemen I havo been writing 
about, who make application, may ndt be disappointed at 
their coming to Englands; but may, with the Honourable 
Society’s good approbation, be sent back into the colony and 
parts adjacent at tho eamo time. 


with in my ministry, and they are several, viz.: that of 
Licutenant-Governor Nathan Gould, who is a most inveto- 
rato slanderer of our Church—charging her with popery, 
apostacy and atheism—who makes it his business to hinder 
the conversion of all whom ho can, by threatening them with 
his authority—and who, as a judgo of tho courts here, dis- 
franchises men mercly for being Churchmen also, that of 
living under a charter government, in which there is not the 
least mention of ecclesiastical affairs; so that they have 
boldly usurped to themselves, and insultingly imposed on the 
necks of others, the power of taxing and disciplining all 
persons whatsoever, for the grandeur and support of their 
self-created ministers ; also, that of lying slanders, continually 
spread against our Mother, as if she were a 
persecutress, and gaped for the tenth of the 
country's increase; and, though these deceivers 
pretend a firm attachment to the illustrious 
house of Hanover, yet they are frequently op- 
pugning the king's supremacy. Lastly; another 
great obstruction is the want of Common Prayer= 
Books and Catechismse I shall, in a short 
time, inform my Lord of London of the result 

of the affairs, after a meeting of a General 
Assembly some time this month, when the fate 
of these gentlemen and myself, in relation to 
the resentment thereof, will be determined, 


Sir, I hope the Honourable Socicty will consider me, and 
grant me, according to a former vote, entered into their 
minutes, the preference of Bristol, if they shall dispose of 
Providence to another. 

I shall now inform yon, sir, of what obstructions I mect 


1722, October (early): From Samuel Johnson's "Autobiography: "210 "Mre Johnson's parting with his 
[Congregational] people [in West Haven] was very tender; they loved him and he theme He therefore told 
them that if they could see reason to join with him in conforming to the Church [of England] he would go 
and take orders and return to them again, but their prejudices were so great, that they could not think 
of that. He urged them to consider and said they had hitherto admired his preaching and instructions, 
and above all his prayers, insomuch that several of the neighboring parishes would often come on purpose 
to hear them. Now he told them his instructions and prayers. had all along been from the Church of Eng= 
land, and if they were so good while they did not know it, why should they think them less so now they 
dide They seemed much surprised at thise However, there were but four or five of them that could be 
reconciled to receive him again in orderse So after a few days he took a very affectionate leave of 
them and proceeded with Mr.e Cutler and Mr. Browne on their journeys They were received with the ut- 
most respect and kindness by the gentlemen of the Church of England both at Rhode Island and Bostone 
They were just then about building a new church at Boston and they chose Mr. Cutler to be the minister 
of ite The gentlemen [of the Church of England] there had engaged a passage in a ship just ready to 
sail, and very kindly at their own expense laid in every thing for their voyage and after a few weeks 
stay there, they embarked Nove 5e" 


1722, December 15: From Samuel Johnson's "Autobiography: "211 "After a stormy but safe voyage of 
five weeks and four days they arrived in the Downs and landed on Saturday at Ramsgate on the Isle of 
Thanet, December 15th, 1722, and soon took horse and went that night to Canterbury. They there were 
obliged to wait three days for the stage coache Meantime they desired to see everything curious in 
that ancient city and next day went to church at that venerable Cathedral where the music and appoar-= 
ance of every thing gave them an exquisite delight. They had no letters to anybody theres however 
next day after dinner they asked the landlord whether he knew the Dean, who at that time, was he 
most worthy Dre Stanhope, whose character they knew; he said he knew him well, and upon their asking 
that favor, said he would very willingly introduce them to hime Accordingly upon his telling the 
servant that came to the door that they were some gentlemen come from America for Holy Orders, and 
desirous to pay their duty to the Dean, and the servant's making the report, the Dean was so far from 
bidding him to conduct them in that he came himself to the door, and taking them by the hand to their 
surprise said, 'Come in, gentlemen, you are very welcome, I know youwell for we have just been Bohs 
ing your declaration for the Church! (which it seems had got into the London newspapers with their 
names to it and the Dean with sundry prebends who had dined with him were that moment reading) e" 
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1723, January 11: Letter from General Francis Nicholson to the Secretary of the SePoGe, dated January 
11, 1722/23 indicates how quickly news spread throughout the Atlantic seaboard and how much of a stake 
‘Churchmen in all the colonies felt that they had in Connecticute Note his willingness to contribute to 
the travelling expenses of the Yale men and to the funds of the Society. t+? 


Charles City and Port, (Charleston,] S. C., Jun. 11th, 1792. 
Sir, 

The affairs of the Reverend the gentlemen of Yale College, 
in Connecticut Colony, if rightly managed and encouraged, 
may be of great service to our holy mother, the Church of 
England, as by law established ; and with submission I think 
that the ministers and people of those parts cannot, with 
justice or reason, blame the Church of England -for taking 
care and encouraging those Reverend gentlemen who, out of 
conscience, left their communion. Iam in hopes that the 
three Reverend gentlemen who are gone from New-England 
will receive Episcopal ordination, and ’tis probable that, ac- 
cording to their encouragement with you, others may follow 
their example ; and it may be a very good way for the So- 
ciety, or My Lord Bishop of London, to send missionaries to 
these parts, the procuring of whom hath been so very diffi- 
cult and chargeable to the Society. 

[ herewith send you the eopy of a paper which I had when 
Iwas in New-England, in the year 1687, given me by the 
Honourable John Wart Winthrop, grandson to John Win- 
throp, who was the first governor of Massachusctts Bay, and 
his father was first governor of Connceticut Colony, having 
obtained their charter from King Charles the Second soon 
after the Restoration. Richard Saltonstall was a knight, and 
the Honourable Gurdon Saltonstall is the present governor. 
Isaac Johnson, I think, marricd with my Lady Arabella, 
daughter to the Earl of Lincoln. Thomas Dudley, I think, 
was steward to that family, and some time governor of Mas- 
sachusetts Colony, and father to Joseph Dudley, Esq., de- 
ceased, late governor of that province. With submission I 
think this paper may be made good use of at this juncture, 
concerning the Reverend gentlemen desiring Episcopal ordi- 
nation, &c. 

I herewith send you the Ictter I received from Boston con- 
cerning the Rev. Mr. Cutler, &c.; and I desire you'll please 
to wait on my Lord Bishop of London concerning it, and I 
hope, in God, he will be sent over for the new Church of 
England in Boston, towards the furnishing of which I design, 
God willing, to send them something by the next safe oppor- 
tunity of writing to them, which I am afraid will not be till 


1723, January 18: 


March; and Iam in hope that the Socicty and the Bishop 
of London will provide for the Rev, Mr, Brown and Mr. 
Johnson, etther in those parts or here ; and if the Society or 
Bishop of London send them, for the encouragement of those 
Reverend gentlemen, I desire the Society will please to ad- 
vance £7 sterling cach for paying their passage, and it shall 
be most thankfully repaid by me. This affair of those gentle- 
men has made a great noise and bustle in New-England, 
and I herewith send you some of their public prints. 

I herewith send a letter I received from the Narragansett 
Country, which affair I carnestly recommend to tho Society 
and the Bishop of London; and I intend, God willing, by 
the first opportunity to send them something. I likewise 
send you a Ictter from one Mr. Gabriel Bernon; and tho affair 
he writes about I earnestly recommend to the Society and the 
Lord Bishop of London, and I design, God willing, to send 
them something. 

I also send you a letter I received from Marblehead, and I 
hope, in God, that Church will do well, and most earnestly 
recommend them to the Society; and, if they should want, I 
shall, God willing, send them something, as likewise the 
Church of England at Newbury, [Newburyport,] and I 
hope, in God, they will do very well there. 

I most earnestly recommend theso affairs to the Society 
and the Lord Bishop of London; and pray give the humblest 
of my duty to the Bishop, and my service, &c., to the rest. 
I am now daily in hopes of having the good fortune of hearing 
from you, and that all the affairs of the Society prosper in all 
respects ; and for the accomplishment whercof nothing shalk 
be wanting that lies in the power of 

Your affectionate friend and humble servant, 


Fr. Nicuonson. 


I herewith send you a letter which I had formerly from 
the Rev. Mr. Cutler, and a letter for you from Mr. Commis- 
sary Bull. 


* General Francis Nicholson, who was, at different times, in high authority in 
more than one of the colonics, and always very zealous in the cause of the Church, 
was, when this letter was written, Governor of South Carolina, 


In England, awaiting ordination and assignment, Samuel Johnson, in the following 


"Representation" to the SeP.eGe," indicated why he would like to be appointed to Christ Church in Strat- 
ford:213 "The representation which I hereby desire to make of my case and request to the Honourable 
Society, is as followeth: That whereas, I found myself obliged in duty, upon a serious and deliberate 
examination of the matter, to separate from the people which I had the cara of, to join myself to the 
most pure and primitive Church of England, though I have hereby lost the good will of the greater part 
of that people, yet there is a very considerable number of the most serious of them that have an ear= 
nest desire of my return to them again, at least as near as possible, and who, if I should, would never 
submit to the administrations of any Dissenting teacher; and on my part, as I have a compassionate con- 
cern for that people, so I am earnestly desirous of having them still under my care, Bude Or that rea- 
son of being placed as near to them as possible. Stratford (where I am well known) is within ten 
miles of them, so that if I were there I should be under advantage of doing service (according to my 
slender ability) among them as at Stratforde The Reve Mre Pigot (who is now missionary at Stratford) 
is desirous (as his letters testify) of being removed to Providencee 


shortly, in all probability, address the ILonourable Society 
for an interest in its case. 

Tn ease they should not, or the Ionourable Socicty should 
not think fit to grant their request, there is another place, 


Providence is a place which extremely suffers for want of 
the means of religion; and the people are so far disposed to 
the Church of England that they are building a Church, and 
are able to do considerable to the support of it, and will 
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viz., Ripton, within 14 miles of my former people, who are 
addressing the Ilonourable Socicty for its favours, where I 
would gladly be ordered, (at least for the present,) if their re- 
quest should bo granted. 

If this be not practicable, I should be thankful if the Hon- 


ourable Society in or near my own country, though I must 
confess it would be with the greatest reluctance that I should 
leave it, yet such is my affection to the Church of England, 
and especially to the glorious designs of that venerable body, 
that I hope I shall be contented, (if it should admit me into 
onrable Socicty would permit mo to succeed Mr. Dean, Cate- its service, which is what I humbly desire,) wheresoever it 
chist, at New-York; and finally, if nothing can be done shall be pleased to send me. 

whereby I might be enabled to serve the designs of the Hon- SAMUEL JoIUNsON. 


1723, March 22: From Samuel Johnson's Diary:/14 "This day in the morning, 10 of the clock, we wait- 


ed on the Right Rev Thomas [Green], Lord Bishop of Norwich, and at the parish church of St Martinein-the- 
Fields, after morning Prayer, we were first confirmed and then ordained Deaconse" 


1723, March 31: From the same source:15 "This day at 6 in the morning, Sunday, at the church of S* 
Martin-in-the-Fields, at the continued appointment and desire of William, Lord Abpe of Canterbury, and 
John, Lord Bishop of London, we were ordained Priests most gravely by the Right Revd Thomas [Green], Lord 
Bpe of Norwich, who afterwards preached an excellent sermon from Rome die 40" 


1723, September 22: The Yale men reached America from Englana./18 


1723, November 4: Samuel Johnson arrived in Stratford, 117 relieving George Pigot of responsibilities 
so that he might hasten to his labors in Providence, Rhode Island, With Johnson's eventful ministry here 
I am not concerned this morning, except to state that he began it under the heavy restraints of Connecti- 
cut lawe 


1727: The Assembly passed the Act of Toleration, exempting Anglicans from contributing to the support 
of the ministers of the Congregational and Presbyterian persuasion and from sharing the cost of erecting 
Protestant mecting-houses. Even so, inequalities continued to exist, as may be sean in the document of 
1738 (below), which among other matters includes a reference to the Parish School in Stratford which Dre 
Johnson founded soon after his arrival. 


1729: An Abstract of the Proceedings of the SeP.Ge (1728~1729) , ppe 46-47, will indicate that John- 
son's reports to the Society were regularly received: 118 
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1738, May: From many parts of Connecticut, Church of England people sent to the General Assembly 
lists of petitioners for equal benefits in the returns and profits from the sale of lands in oe ees 
Townshipse The important appeal accompanying their signatures is edited here for the first time: 


To the Hon®l@ The Governour Council & Representitives of his Majesties English Colony of Connecti- 
cut in General Court to be Assembled at Hartford in the Said Colony, on the Secund thursday of May Next, 
being in the year of our Lord 1738e-=- The Humble Address of the Members & professors of that part of 
Christs Church called the Church of England Living in And under the Goverment of the Said Colony—— 


May it please your Honour, and the HonZ® General Court, 
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We the Subscribers Members & Professors of the Church of England, living in this His Majestie's Colo- 
ny of Connecticut, being his Majesties most Dutyfull & Loyal Subjects & Sincerely well attached to the 
Constitution of this Goverment, do humbly beg Leave To lay an Address before y™ Honour & this Assembly 
relating to An Affair which as we apprehend does very nearly concern use 


And that this our Address may meet with the more favourable Reception, we would in the Entrance there= 
of, assure your Honour and this Assembly, that (however we may be misrepresented) we are in no wise dis= 
affected to this Corporation as it is incorporated by Royal Charter, but Do bear an hearty Affection To 
its Constitution and the Previledges thereof: and Do therefore beg yé nothing we have To offer may be ine 
terpreted as Savouring of Any Dissatisfaction or any Aim at undermining it, or interrupting the peace of 
it, in the peace whereof we Seek our Peacee 


In this Good Opinion, & cordial Affection to the Constitution and Goverment of this Corporation, we 
have been much confirm'd from the Consideration of that Impartial Justice observable from time To time in 
the members of this Assembly, Constituting the Legislative Power of this Colony: A perticular Instance 
wherof we have Experienced in that generous & Just Act of Assembly passed in May in the year 1727, where- 
by the Professors of y® Church of England are Exempted from contributing To the Support of the Ministers 
of the Congregational or Presbyterian persuasion, which are those that are perticularly countenanced by 
the Laws of this Goverment, & from paying towards building Meeting Houses, where Such professors of the 
Church of England have the Advantage of Attending Divine Service according to the Rules and Methods of 
publick Worship established in England: And the same Act provides for the Support of their own Ministers 
and their own method of worshiping Gode 


From whence we conclude that it is the Opinion of the Legislature of this Goverment, that it is not 
only, not Right To compel People To the Support of that Worship & Ministry which they Soberly differ from; 
but also that it is Just and Right for every one to have the benefit of his own Way of Worship & of his 
own labour & estate, to Support y* way of worship which he sincerely believes to be right: And therefore 
we persuade our Selves that it is in consistant with the received & allowed Principles of this Legisla- 
ture To oblige us by any Ways or Means, To contribute to the Support of the Churches or Ministry perticu- 
lerly countenanced by the Laws of this Govermente 


That therefore which gives Occasion To this Address is, that we have been informed that an act was 
passed in the last Assembly, held att New-Haven Respecting the Seven Townships laid out in the western 
Lands belonging to this Corporation of which we Are Members, whereby the Moneys arising from the Sale of 
those Lands, was appropriated Either to the Use of the Schools, or to the Support of the Ministers of the 
Presbyterian or Congregational persuasion, (being those perticularly countenanced by the Laws of this 
Goverment) to be Divided to the several parishes in proportion To their several Lists, & this in such a 
Manner that we of the Church of England, cannot according to the Tenor of the s? Act, claim any Share of 
them, for the Support of our ministers or Schools: And that there was a bill prepaired And passed in the 
lower House which we are Told may probably pass thro the whole Legislature at this Assembly, whereby the 
publick Monies Arising from the Loan of the Last Emission wers also To be appropriated to the Support of 
the Ministers aforesaid peculiarly Countenanced by the Laws of this Goverment in a manner that would ex- 
clude us from having any Share in the Same for the Support of the Ministers of the Church of England--- 


Now these proceedings of the Last General Assembly are what we humbly beg Leave with all due Deffer~ 
ence to your Honour & this Assembly to object toe Not that we are in the least invidious towards our 
brethren of the congregational persuasion, or would aim at hindring the passing of the Bill last mentioned 
into An Act, so far from this that we do heartily applaud so Good and generous a Disposition in that As- 
sembly in being concern'd to provide a certain & sufficient Support for the Ministers of Religion in this 
Colony; But because it appears to us that it would be A Manifest Injustice for us to be Denyed our Share 
in those publick Monies, for the Support of our Ministers, and that therefore according to the known And 
received Principles of this Legislature (as appears by the Act above mentioned) the sd act & Bill ought 
To have been formed in Such A manner as to secure to us our Proportion of the Said publick Monies, as well 
as to our Brethren of any other Denominatione And that for these Reasons 


1 Because the Doctrines and Principles of the Church of England do professedly & most certainly tend (at 
least equally with those of any other Persuasion) not only to fit & prepare men for eternal Happyness in 
the Life To come, but also to promote the publick Good of Society in this World, by teaching them to be 
sober virtuous & industrious in their Callings, Serious & Devout towards God, & Just & Charitable towards 
men, & in every respect to be good Christians, kind Neighbours Upright Majestrates dutyfull Subjects, 
and faithfull & conscientious in every Relation & Condition of Life: & consequently her Professors ought 
to have the like Equitable & favourable Treatment, with thase of any other Denomination of Christianse 


2. Because the Church of England is that Profession & Persuasion which is established in our Mother Coun- 
try at home, and which his most sacred Majesty professeth, & has bound himself by Oath to Maintaine, from 
whom we receive & under whom we hold our Charter Priviledges, & who therefore, with those in the Gover- 
ment & Administration under him, will be apt to resent any unequal Treatment which the members of that 
Church may receive from the Provinces Abroad, under his Majesties Goverment and Protection: and we Should 
be very Sorry To have any thing done among us that may tend to bring his Majesties Displeasure upon this 


Corporatione 


3 Because the Wellfare and Happyness of this as well as all other Goverments depends upon the Union & 
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joint Endeavours of all the Members of it in Promoting one & the same common Good & General Interest: 
whereas an unequal Treatment of different Denominations of Christians is apt to breed Envies Auiaoatttes 
& Contentions, which necessarily Tend to weaken the Hands of Goverment destroy the publick Tranquilit ‘ 
and procure a great many Disadvantages to the general Weel & Pesaperity of the decent is 


4 Because it has been once and again delivered as the Judgment of the Attorney & Solicitor General at 
home, & by the Lords Justices (During the Kings Absence in the Year 1725) in their Letter to the Lieuten- 
ant Governour of Boston (all which we are ready to produce) that there is not, & cannot be any Such thing 
as a regular Establishment of any one Denomination of Christians in these Colonies to the Exclusion of the 
rest, without an explicit Consent of his most Sacred Majesty: (the Same also appears from the late Let-= 
ters of the Bishop of London and Society to the Ministers of Hampshire) And consequently we standing at 
least upon an equal Foot with our Brethren of any other Denomination, have an equal Right with them in 
any common Interest, & perticularly To have our proportionable Share in any publick Monies that have or 
may be granted for the Support of the Ministry or Schoolse 


5e Because (as we humbly presume) we have equally a Right in Equity to our proportion in those unoccupied 
Lands with our Brethren of any other Denomination, forasmuch as all the Lands with in the Bound of this 
Goverment, being purchased or conquered by our Common Progenitors or Ancestors, were by the Royal Charter 
alike granted & confirmed according To their Several proportions of the Rights, To the whole Corporation 
consisting of the Body of the People, that is To all that are free of this Goverment, with their Succes- 
sors & assigns, To be held for their common use and Benefit, and this without limiting them to those of 
any perticular Sentiments in Matters of Religion: & consequently those Unoccupied Lands are their com- 
mon Estate & Interest: so that none of their Descendants or Assigns can be Equitably excluded from the 
poteaae of any Sale or Disposition to be made of them, whatever Denomination they are of in Matters of 
6ligione 


6 Because we bear an equal Proportion in the publick Taxes for supporting the Goverment, and for paying 
the Members of the Assembly who are our common Representitives, & that while they are consulting & passing 
acts for the Publick weel, yea even while they are consulting Measures for the Disposing of this very Mon- 
ey, As also for defraying the Cost of all the Emissions of the publick Bill of Credit, & for Supporting 
the Credit of them (which Taxes we have always been chearfully willing To pay) and consequently the Loan 
of any Emissions of them being a Common Interest, we presume we have a Right to an Equally proportionable 
Share in the Benefit accruing therefrom with those of any other Denomination, according to that Just Max= 
im in the Law (Qui sentit onus, sentire debet et commodum ie: he that feels a Share in the burthen, 
ought also to Enjoy his Share in the Advantagee 


gthly ana Lastly, That which gives us the greater Reason to insist upon this, is that the Said Act & 

Bill appear to us to have a manifest Inconsistency with the intent of the Act first Above-Mentioned, 
passed in the last Year of his late Majesties Reign, whereby the Members of the Church of England were 
exempted from paying to the Support of the Ministers of the Congregational Persuasion, & Provision was 
made that their Proportion of the Ministers Rate, Should go to the Support of their own Ministers: Where- 
as according to the Tenor of the Act and Bill above mentioned we Should be obliged to contribute our Pro- 
portion towards the Support of the Congregational Ministry, from which by this Act we had been Exempted,—— 
And by the way we would take this Occasion to observe, that the Like inconsistency we humbly apprehend 
there is between the Intent of the Said Act, and the grants that have been made by some late Acts of As- 
sembly of certain Sums of Money out of the Treasury of this Colony to the Parishes of west-Haven & North=- 
Groton of which we are laid under a Necessity of paying our Proportion by paying our Country Rates: (Not 
To Mention the Contrivance that has been made use of in Some Places to elude the intent of this Act by 
comprehending the Ministers Support in the Town Rate, and thereby obliging us To contribute to the Sup=- 
port of y° Congregational Minister by paying our town Ratee) 


Upon the whole therefore, what we humbly intreat, and for these Reasons beg leave to expect from your 
Honour and this General Assembly, is, that Some Alteration may be made in our Favour of the Act Above-men- 
tioned, & that Some Amendment may be made of the Bill proposed by the late House of Representatives if it 
Should again come under Consideration: so that we may be Secured of our Proportion of those publick Mon-= 
ies Towards the Support of our Ministers, and that our Schools also where we have any peculiar To our- 
selves, May have their proportional Benefit of the Said Act, as also of the 40 Shillings upon the 1000 


which has hitherto been denied to the School of the Church of England at Stratforde So 


And To Conclude, as we Should be verry sorry to be laid under any Temptation to complain of any un~ 
equal Treatment from the Goverment under whose Protection we live; so we do most humbly intreat that, Not 
only on this, but all other Occasions that may at any time occur, Your Honours would be pleased to con~ 
sider us as a part of your selves, and that we may have equal Justice done us, & the like Favours shewed 
us with the rest of our Brethren, with whom we desire to live in peace and Charity, & to joyn Heart & 
Hand in promoting the publick Weel of this Goverment, {on which that of our Selves & Posterity does also 
depend) as being Fellow Members of this Corporation, & Fellow Subjects of his Majesty Under the Jurisdice 
tion of this Colonye In hopes of which (as in Duty bound) we Shall ever pray for the Health and Happyness 
of your Honours & all the Members of this Assembly, And for the Peace & Prosperity of this Colonye 


d 
{One hundred and two Stratford Churchmen signed as being "Under au Bee tore. Care of i ney M¥ Johnson 
of Stratford"--first the "Church Wardens;"t then "Vestry;" and finally "The other peoplee 
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1739, October=---May, 1740: 


Connecticut Churchmen witnessed the passage of an Act idi 
providing them 
with the privileges for which they petitioned in 1738: t 


"Tt is now Declared and Resolved &c That whenso-~ 


ever any of The s¢ Towns & parishes Shall by Their Major Vote as aforeSaid, Sequester Their Money Raised 
as Aforese, To The Support of The Gospel Ministry As by The Laws of This Colony Established; In That 
Case The Members of The Church of England within Such Town or Parish Shall Have a Right to and Shall Re- 
ceive Their Quota of Such Money according To Their Lists of Poles & Rateable Estate at The Time of The 
Grant of S¢ Money in The Year 1738, to be Used and Improved by Them for The Support of Their Ministry, 
where There is a Person in Orders According To y® Cannons of y® Church of England, Settled and Abiding 
among Them and Performing Divine Services So Near To Such persons as hath Declared them selves of y® 
Church of England, That they Can Conveniently & Do Attend The Publick Worship There: and in Case Such 
Members of The Church of England Shall Neglect To Improve Their Money as Afores¢ for The End Afores¢ They 
Shall forever Loose The Benefit Thereof; and The Treasurer of The Colony Shall Recover The Same Quota as 


Afores? for y® Use of y® Colonyet#0 


I have no time to tell you about the personal lives of the heroes of the underground, who helped cre- 


ate this parish, or of the early parishioners who steadied it until the mid-eighteenth centurye 


Their 


extant letters, wills, tombstones and official acts in the local courthouse and in the Archives of the 


State of Connecticut deserve careful study. 
Laws, the Church began to spring up everywheree 


the witness of the Church of England to every vital area of the commonwealthe 


Once the Stratford Anglicans broke the severity of the Blue 
The ministry of Samuel Johnson was central in extending 


To the underground move~ 


ment, to the copies of the Book of Common Prayer in private homes, to the loyal and strategic work of the 
SePeGe, and to the help from Rye in Westchester County, NeYe, this parish must ever be indebted. The 
aching hands and bleeding feet of our forefathers, who bore the burden and heat of the day, have given you 
(and all of us in the present Diocese of Connecticut), communion in the Catholic Church, the confidence of 
a certain faith, the comfort of a reasonable, religious and holy hope, and, I hope, favor with God and 


charity with our worlde 


The reader is reminded that the Connecticut His~ 
torical Society has genealogical materials covering 
the families of the earliest Stratford Anglicanse 
Their wills are filed in the State Library in Hart- 
forde The foregoing paper is indebted to the fol- 
lowing printed works in addition to the printed 
facsimiles and to the manuscripts cited and repro= 
duced: 


Baird, Charles Washingtone Chronicle of a Border 


Towne History of Rye, Westchester County, New 
York, 1660-1870, NeYe, 187le 


Beardsley, Eben Edwardse The History of the Epis- 
copal Church in Connecticut, (2na ede, 2 volse) 
NeYo, 18690 


Bolton, Robert. History of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, in the County of Westchester, from 


its Foundation, AeDe 1693, to AsDe 1853, NeYe,y 
18556 


Church in Connecticut, 1705-1807 (The): Illustra- 
tive Documents, ede Joseph Hooper, [Hartford], 


June, 19066 
Documentary History of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America Connec= 
ticut) , ede Francis Le Hawks and William Stevens 
Perry, (2 volse), NoYeo; 18636 
Gentleman Colo= 


Fox, Dixon Ryane Caleb Heathcote 
nist: The Story of a Career in the Province of 


New York, 1692-1721, NeYo, 1926 
Orcutt, Samuel. A'Histo 


ford and the City of Bridgeport Connecticute 
2 volse), [Fairfield?], 1886 
Pennington, Edgar Legare. Church of England Begin= 
nings in Connecticut and Black Monday at Yale, 
Hartford CoMePeCe ’ Septe-Nove, 19386 


re 


of the Old Town of Strat- 


Perry, William Stevens: The History of the Amer= 
ican Episcopal Church, 1587-1883, (2 volse), 
Boston, 18856 


Shepard, Jamese The Episcopal Church and Barly 
Ecclesiastical Laws of Connecticut, preceded by 


a Chapter on the Church in America, New Britain, 
19086 


Wilcoxson, William Howard. History of Stratford, 
Connecticut: 1639-1939, Stratford, 19396 
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AN APPENDIX BY CAROLYN HUTCHENS 
DID ANGLICANS SETTLE THE TOWN OF STRATFORD? 


In the light of recent discoveries, there seems to be a possibility that the first 
settlers of Stratford, Connecticut, were loyal adherents of the Church of England, in 
spite of general belief to the contrary. The Rev. Adam Blakeman, the first minister at 
Stratford, was a regularly ordained priest of the Church of England, who had served suc- 
cessfully in Derbyshire and Leicester, and who was accompanied by a number of his parish- 
ioners when he came to this country approximately in 1640, That he came as a dissenter 
from the Church of England has been assumed,* but he was not "Puritan-minded" in England 
and there is no record of his ever having renounced the Church either abroad or after 
his arrival in America, For some time we have known that he was born in Staffordshire, 
England, in 1598, and gear he was graduated from Christ Church, Oxford, where he matricu- 
lated on May 28, 1617. 


Recent correspondence with tiie Rev. Wilford Austin Pemberton, reetor of the church at 
Breaston, Derby, England, has supplied information to confirm the present writer's be- 
lief that Mr. Blakeman was not a dissenter, Dr, Pemberton stresses the fact that Blake- 
man's appointment to a parish in Leicester was made by the Dean and Chapter of Christ 
Church, Oxford, an institution most loyal to the Church and King, and that it was unlike- 
ly that they would appoint a Puritan. Dr. Pemberton is continuing his researches. 


Little is actually known of Mr, Blakeman's ministry at Stratford, The earliest Town 
Record extant is dated 1650, and the earliest Church Records (Congregational) begin in 
1675, ten years after Mr. Blakeman's death. (How did the first papers come to be 
destroyed?) The history of the beginning of the settlement at Stratford pee to be pieced 
together through other sources, most of them fragmentary. Even the names’ and the date 
of arrival of the first settlers are not certainly known, but it is apparent that they 
were not a part of the Connecticut Colony when the Fundamental Orders were issued and 
the General Court established in 1639. When the General Court, in that year, sent Rod- 
ger Ludlow to establish a plantation at what they called "Pequonnock" four present Strat- 
ford], territory believed to be unsettled, he found the Blakeman group already ony rus 
land and reported that he moved on to occupy a settlement at Fairfield instead. ee 
communication seems to be the first knowledge that the Connecticut Colony had of ake- 


man's existence, 


's settlement was new, and there was yet no law in Connecticut which pre- 
ee coe cones of an Anglican priest and his followers, (There were ote eee : 
‘where in New England.) The strict enforcement of uniformity under an Establishe pats 
and the "Blue Laws" came later. Connecticut did not disturb the Blakeman Sor nage a : 
practice of its religion. There is no record that their beliefs were questioned or eir 


settlement endangered. 


$1 


When, soon after Stratford became integrated in the Connecti 

cut Colon the - 
CS Shei ehas Gale eaten in England, making the use of the Prayer Book feianions eed 
man and his people may have discontinued using their liturgical forms te all ap- 
epee conducting their services like those in other Connecticut towns, eo 
mt of their practice to the English law makes it understandable why late 
aced with little or no information about the beginnings of Stratford, might 

that Blakeman was a dissenter, even from the first, ; 


This accommo- 
r historians, 
conclude 


The Restoration of the Royal Family in England probably did not change the type of 
public services conducted during the interregnum. Connecticut had become rigidly Cal- 
vinistic, and Prayer Books understandably continued in hiding. Having ministered to his 
people for nearly two decades without these printed guides, Mr. Blakeman, now 62, looked 
wistfully toward retirement. When, in 1664, however, a group met to eal the Rev Is- 
rael Chauncey to assist Mr. Blakeman, protest seems, for the first time, to have anne 
turbed the quiet town, and during the year following Mr. Blakeman's death, a bitter quar- 
rel burst suddenly into the open. The town witnessed a serious division of opinion 
basicly on religious beliefs but ostensibly on the choice of a proper successor to Me 
Blakeman. Those who were full members of the Congregational Church in any town had the 
right to call a minister, but the amount of salary paid to him was fixed by town vote--- 
by all the voters. When the Stratford vote was taken, those of the Congregation Society 
who had called Mr. Chauncey were found to be a minority, and the majority refused to al- 
lot the salary until some basic pastoral compromise might be reached. It seems likely 
that the majority of the town were Anglicans by conviction, that is, deprived Anglicans 
but since the law forbade the establishment of the Church of England, they held out for. 
a reductionist or lenient Congregational policy. In their letters to Mr, Chauncey and 
his Society, they indicated a desire to cooperate but only if their children might be 
baptized, as was customary in England, and if other church privileges should be extend- 
ed to them, notwithstanding the fact that they did not wish to become full members of 
the Congregational Church. Mr. Chauncey refused to accept any compromise. (Mr. Blake- 
man, it seems, had met the wishes of the majority in a satisfactory way.) 


The majority group eventually called their own minister. Both, for a time, received 
the same salary and used the same meeting house---though at different hours on the Lord's 
Day. (It is significant that this second group did not ordain.their leader, Did they 
believe that only bishops might effectively ordain?) After conflicts continued to 
arise, the "half-way Covenanters" removed from the Stratford Society and from Strat- 
ford itself. 


Perhaps remnants of the second group made an attempt to bring the Church to Strat- 
ford as early as 1690. We have few facts to guide us beyond indirect evidence and in- 
ference. At all events, in 1702, a considerable group petitioned Doctor Compton, the 
Lord Bishop of London, for a Church of England missionary. When, in 1706, the Rev. 
George Muirson came from Rye, New York, to minister in Stratford, he was met by a large 
and enthusiastic group of people, anxious to have their children baptized and some, to 
receive the Sacrament of the Holy Communion. At the time of his visits, the Venerable 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts was notified that the Con- 
gregational minister, the Rev. John Reed, was willing to receive Holy Orders in the 
Church of England. The following year, Stratford Churchmen began raising money for the 
building of an Anglican Church. The heightened activity of Anglicans between 1702 and 
1707 can best be explained by a long preparation. It is probable that the establish- 
ment of the Anglican Church in Connecticut in 1707 was the fulfillment of a desire that 
‘had persisted in the community during the sixty-odd years that followed the arrival of 
the priest, Adam Blakeman, 7 


1 See Cotton Mather, Magnalia Christi Americana, London, 17026 

2 For example, see Samuel Orcutt, A History of the Old Town of Stratford and the City of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, (2 volse), [Fairfield?], 1886, I, 186: "These families were all, probably communicants in 
the English or Episcopal Church when they left their native land, and brought their certificates as such, 
with them to Americae In the list of the ship that brought three families that settled in Stratford--= 
William Beardsley, William Willcoxson and Richard Harvie, it is said: ‘the parties have certificates 
from the minister of Ste Albans in Hertfordshire, and attestations from the justice of the peace accord= 
ing to the Lord's ordere’ These certificates as communicants, and attestations of loyalty--they having 
taken the oath of loyalty--by the justice, were a prerequisite to the privilege of emigratione The Reve 
Adam Blakeman himself was not only a communicant, but a regularly ordained minister of the English Church 
in good standing, having been suspended from officiating as 4 clergyman, for nonconformity to a few par- 
ticular forms of service, then not in the prayer-book. One of these was the requirement that persons 
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while 
pari 2 he Lek ht gel ed amna should be in a kneeling position. This kneeling was the form of the 
n which they taught the 'Worshiping of the Hoste’ This form, the Purit t 
was idolatry, and therefore refused t " ‘ haere ae 
dish as. « fen refused to observe ite [Orcutt does not document this guesse] For the 
er cates, see Orcutt, I, 122. Speaking of the original Anglican settlement under Blakeman 
Orcutt (I, 315-317) writes: "They came to America with th ; 
eae ici s\cai 7 nid kalaeh wa : no other name than dissenting members of the 
Beligscsi\ is rf were organized into a local body and called the ‘Church of Christ in 
Gietet ri s not a supposable thing that these persons, although placed in church organization, 
out the approbation of a Bishop, could at once forget, or wholly forsake the religious training re~ 
ceived, or their affection for the church and its usages, from which they were separated. Hence, in 
1666, when some questions of church discipline arose there were found those who desired to Seineare and 
be governed by rules which had been familiar to them in Englande" 
3 See Cotton Mather, ope cite, passime 
4 Orcutt, I, 315-316, assumes, on the basis of the New Haven Historical Society Papers, III 307, that 
those who came "from England to this country were compelled to do so or observe certain vi teu sad CObe- 
monies of the English Church, which they believed unscriptural, and therefore wronge They objected to the 
cap ae surplice, the ring in marriage, the cross in baptism, the rite of confirmation, kneeling at the 
Lord's supper, etce"’ Many immigrants came for reasons of business, largely ‘in the hope of improving 
their fortunese For a recent study of the Puritans in Anglicanism, see Prof. Ie Calder, Activities of 
eo Puri Fa n in the Church of England, 1625«33, London, 1957. 
5 Orcutt, ope cite, I, 184-185, lists seventeen families and gives the approximate numbers in eache 
6 See the early pages of William Stevens Perry, The History of the American Episcopal Church, 1587-1883, 
(2 volss), Boston, 1885, vole I; and James Shepard, The Episcopal Church and Early Ecclesiastical Laws 
of Connecticut, Preceded by a Chapter on the Church in America, New Britain, 1008 


7 The Reve Wilford Austin Pemberton, Bede, BoDo, PheDe, AoKeCo, wrote me under date of May 4, 1957, my 
letter to him having been forwarded by the Bpe of Derby: "I have visited Leicester and found that 
[Blakeman] was minister of Great Bowden from 1624 to 1628; and that he has signed the transcripts of the 
register from 1627 as “Adam Blakeman, ministere" He had been presented to Great Bowden by the Dean and 
Chapter of Christ Church, Oxford. He signed as minister, because the benefice was not strictly a rec- 
tory or a vicarage, and not therefore as he disliked the title of rector or vicare It is interesting to 
note that Ste Nicholas, Little Bowden and Market Harborough, contiguous parishes, were also in the gift 
of the De and Ce of Christ Church, Oxford. Richard Mouse the minister of St. Nicholas, Little Bowden, 
was an eminent royalist, instituted in 1626, and ejected by the Parliamentarians as early as 16426 It 
is unlikely that Christ Church, Oxford, would appoint 'Puritans,' it being an institution most loyal to 
the Kinge Nicholl's History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester, a first rate and exhaustive 
work, states that Blakeman was minister of Bowden Magna 1624-8 and that in 1564 Bowden Magna was returned 
as a peculiar, exempt from the jurisdiction of the Archdeacon (Vole II, pt. ii, 1798, pe 475) and that 
the value of the curacy in 1646 was but e020 pae (pe 478). The archdeaconry county of Leicester was 
once in the Lincoln Dioceses" 


ae 


ILLUSTRATIVE DOCUMENTS 


DOCUMENT I. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE SUFFERINGS OF 
THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH OF ENG- 
LAND AT STRATFORD, 


[An Account of the Sufferings of the Members of the Church of England at Stratford.) 


A true narrative of the late persecution, which hath been 
lately cruelly acted by the authority of the Colony of Con- 
necticut in New England, upon and against the members of 
the Church of England, being professors of the same faith, 
and Communicants of the same Church of England, as by 
law established ; the said government of Connecticut being, 
at present, in the hands of Independents, (viz. :) 

Firstly.—Whereas, there hath been, for twenty or thirty 
years past, a considerable number of Frecholders, inhabitants 
of the town of Stratford, professors of the faith of the Church 
of England, that are desirous to worship God in the way of 
their forefathers, but have hitherto been hindered from en- 

_joying the holy ordinances of Jesus Christ, until the year 
1705; by which means our children and many others, grown 


persons, have remained without the administration of the 
holy ordinance of Baptism, (there being at this day in the 
town of Newhaven to the number of near 900 unbaptized 
persons,) and so throughout the government, proportionably. 

Secondly.—The above said town of Stratford, in the fore 
mentioned year 1705, being destitute of a minister, and the 
professors of the said Church of England having hitherto 
lived peaceably and quietly, paying all rates and taxes pro- 
portionably with our neighbours, considering the deplorable 
state we were like to be in with our posterity, the profes- 
sors of the Church of England made their application to the 
Rev. Mr. Vezio [Vesey], Minister of Trinity Church in New- 
York, tho 14th of September aforesaid, to come and preach to 
us, and also to administer the holy ordinance of baptism ; but 
by reason of the distance of places, the Rev. Mr. Vesey inter- 
ceded with the Rev. Mr. Muirson, Minister of the Church of 
England at Rye, being considerable nearer. To which Mr. 
Muirson readily complied, and accordingly, on the 2d Sept., 
1706, came to Stratford, accompanied by the IIonourable Col. 
Caleb Ifeathcote, a member of the Honourable Society for 


ie of ay Gospel in these Foreign Parts; and 
ceri an sti the parrying on the worship of God de- 
pasar ] Hees of tho Church of England made their 
oe . the authorities, viz: Mr. Joseph Curtice, one 

of the Council, and Mr. James Judson, a justice of the pe 
and also to the Sclectmen of tl < ST acho g A et ae 
Lbety fou) ta) the town of Stratford, to allow 
erty tor the uso of the publick mecting-house of said town 
cither before, after, or between thei ee; : : 
they wero fellow-builders with tl etees tor meee te re 
piohebticn dowarda tt 1 them, and had paid their full 
bfruiments. cont ‘i § ie same}; yet, notwithstanding all these 
» could not at all prevail; yct, blessed bo God 
though not so convenient as we desire ek ‘ 

inet with such difficulti ] Ayia ; 
Ber oid cx arent - es, t - Rev. Mr. Muirson, finding in 
ae Vaptiond i ; Se ecko and such a great number 
any tee ee at, at the request of those who first sought 
- Manis os gave encouragement for a future support, and 
: a second yisit upon the same account. 

Thirdly —As yct the Independents kept themselves veiled, 
and did not openly appear until such time as the Rev. Mr, Muir- 
son, before his second coming, sent to the professors of the 
Church of England to prepare themselves, for he intended to 
administer the holy Sacrament of the Supper of our Lord 
Jesus :—this being known, the Independents immediately be- 
gan to bestir themselves, and soon after the Rev. Mr. Muirson, 
in company with the Honourable Col. Ifeathcote, arrived a 
second time at Stratford, and on Saturday, in the evening, 
came to the house where the said Mr. Muirson lodged, (where 
were assembled several of the communicants,) the abovesaid 
Mr. Joseph Curtice and said James Judson, Justice, and read 
of & paper containing a whole sheet of paper writ on both 
sides, in which was contained several threats, that if we should 
proceed to worship God or administer the Sacrament, other- 
wise than what was agrecable to the law of this colony, that 
then they would proceed against them by fine or imprison- 
ment, as their law directed ; and did forbid them to worship 
God in any such way they well knew was the worship of the 
Church of England: upon which, the honourable Col. Ieath- 
cote and the Rev. Mr. Muirson demanded, of the said Cur- 
tice and said Judson, a copy of said paper, which they re- 
fused ; and moreover, Mr. Joseph Curtice abovesaid, the day 
following, being the Lord’s day, stood in the highway him- 
self, and employed several others, to forbid any person to go 
to tho assembly of tho Church of England, and threatened 
them with a fino of five pounds, as the law directed ; never- 
theless, tho people were not wholly discouraged, by reason 
that the Rev. Mr. Muirson, being encouraged by the carnest 
desire of his auditory, did promise to assist them as often as 
he possibly could. 

Fourthly.—The Rev. Mr. Muirson, at the request of the 
communicants of the Church of England in Stratford, took 
advice of the gentlemen of the Honourable Socicty, and also 
tho Rev. ministers of the Church of England to the west, and 
some time after having taken their advice, in company with 
Col. Ieathcote, came to Stratford, and advised us to embody 
ourselves into a Society, which accordingly we did, and made 
choice of Churchwardens and Vestrymen, which occasioned 
tho Independents to be more enraged against us. 

Fifthly.—Not long after the Rev. Mr. Evans, minister of 
the Church of England at Philadelphia, being bound for 
England, came in company with the Rev. Mr. Muirson to 
Stratford, to visit the Church, and seo what state we were in ; 
the Church, understanding that Mr. Evans was bound for 
England, did request of him that he would beso kind to us, as 
to take care of, and present a petition of ours, to the Rt. Rev. 
Father in God, the Bishop of London: and also to the Honour- 
able Socicty for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 


ed, notwithstanding we 
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Parts, that they would be pleased to take pity on us, and 
consider our sad condition, and the necessity we stand in of 
an able minister of the Gospel; and, if it might stand with 
their honour’s pleasure, that the Rev. Mr. Muirson might be 
our minister, which wo understand was granted to us, for 
which favour we, as in duty bound, shall ever pray for their 
honour’s weal and prosperity. 

Sixthly.—LBefore we had any return from England, it pleased 
Almighty God, in his providence, to bereave us of the Rev. 
Mr. Muirson, by taking of him to himself, by reason whereof 
we remain as sheep without a shepherd, notwithstanding the 
great kindness we have received from the Rey. ministers to 
the west of us, viz., the Rev. Mr. Talbot, the Rev. Mr. Sharpe, 
who was nears month amongst us, and took much pains, and 
baptized many, (amongst whom was an aged man, said to be 
the first man-child born in the colony of Conncetieut,) and the 
Rev. Mr. Bridge, who have administered the holy Sacraments 
and ordinance of Jesus Christ, to our great comfort and con- 
solation. Nevertheless, by reason of thcir great distance 
from us, we remain as sheep having no shepherd, are ex- 
posed the more, as a prey to our persccutors, the Independ- 
ents, who watch all opportunities to destroy the Church, both 
root and branch. 

Seventhly.—But as yet we received no other persecution 
but that of the tongue, until the 12th day of December, 
1709: Some of their officers, namely, Edinund Lewis, Jona- 
than Curtice, and Francis Griffith, having s warrant from 
the authority, viz., Joseph Curtice and James Judson, 
abovesaid, to levy by distress of estate, or imprisonment of 
the bodies of such person or persons as should refuse to pay 
to them such sums of money as were by them demanded, 
they no sooner having power but put it vigorously in execu- 
tion; and on the 12th of December, 1709, about midnight, 
did apprehend and seize the bodies of Timothy Titharton, one 
of our Churchwardens, and John Marcy, one of the Vestry- 
men, and forced them to travel, under very bad cireum- 
stances, in the winter season and at that unreasonable time 
of night, to the common gaol, whero felons aro confined, 
being cight miles distant, not allowing them so much as fire 
or candle-light for their comfort, and there continued them 
until they paid euch sums as by the gaoler was demanded, 
which was on the 15th day of the same month. 

Eighthly.—X otwithstanding all this, they still persisted 
with rigor to continue their persecution, and seized the body of 
Danicl Shelton, at his habitation or farm, being about cight 
miles distant from the town, and hurrying of him away toward 
tho town in order to carry him to the county gaol; passing by 
a house, he requested of them that he might go in and warm 
him, and take some refreshment, which was granted ; but 
they being in a hurry bid him come along, but he desiring 
a little longer time, they barbarously laid violent hands on 
his person, and flung his body across a horse’s back, and 
called for ropes to tic him on the horse; to the truth of 
which several persons can give their testimony, and are 
ready when thereunto called; and, having brought him to 
the town, they immediately seized the bodies of William 
Rawlinson and Archibald Dunlap, and carried them, all 
three, to the county gaol, it being the 16th day of January, 
1709, and there confined them until such time as they dis- 
bursed such sums of moncy as the gaoler demanded of them, 
which moncy was left in tho hands of tho Lieut. Governor, 
Nathanicl Gould, Esq., he promising them that the next 
gencral court should hear and determine the matter, and 
that the moncy left in his hands should be disposed of as the 
court should order, and they wero at present released, being 
the 17th day of tho samo instant. 
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Ninthly.—Several othera of the Church had their estates 
distressed on tho samo account, and rended from them, par- 
ticularly William Jeancs, having money duo to him in the 
hands of the town treasurer, the above Edmund Lewis, dis- 
treesed of his estate that which was in said treasurcr’s hands 
on the same account, for the maintaining tho Dissenting 
minister the year 1709, and lcft no copy of his so doing; 
and also the treasurer detains all the rest that remains in his 
hands, telling him that he will keep it for his rate, which 
rate is chiefly for the purchase of a house for their Dissenting 
minister, which house and land cost £180: and so are our 
estates rended from us. Notwithstanding this, the said Win. 
Jeanes did, fur himself in person, go to a town meeting con- 
vened in Stratford, (being empowered by the Society of the 
Church of England,) when they were ordering a rate to raise 
money to pay for the said house and land, and did, publickly, 
in behalf of himself and Society, declare and protest against 
any such procecdings, and tendered money to the town re- 
corder to enter said protest, but he refused 60 to do. 

Tenthly.—Whien the general court of said Colony of Con- 
necticut was assembled at Ifartford, in May, 1710, the So- 
ciety of the Church of England empowered William Jeanes, 
their lawful attorney, to address said general court for a de- 
termination and issue of what should be done with said 


money committed to the abovesaid Licutcnant-Governor, and 
also to sce if we should, for the future, enjoy peace amongst 
them: our said attorney, in order thereunto, tendered an ad- 
dress to said court, dated May 20th, 1710, but could obtain 
no positive answer, but was detained there by dilatory an- 
swers, until the 26th day of the said instant, (May,) when 
one of the members of the lower house brought to the said 
Jcancs the address and power of attorney, and told him 
the thing had been often moved, but they sce cause to give 
no answer, and so we find no relief for the poor distressed 
Church, nor the members thereof. 

Eleventhly—The poor Church at Stratford, being left in 
a deplorable condition, destitute and without hope of any 
relicf in this colony under this government, several of our 
Society have already, of necessity, fled their persecution 
finally, being such an additional one as was seldom heard of; 
for finding that some of our Socicty, being tradesmen and 
handicraft, and such as had dependence upon working at 
their trades for other people, they combined together not to 
set them to work, saying that by that mcans they should 
weaken the interests of the Church; by which subtle strata- 
gem of Satan’s to persecute the Church of Christ, we are 
likely to be brought low, for some are already gone, and 
others looking out where to shelter themselves from their 
cruelty, and must inevitably fall, if God, of his infinite 
mercy, do not raiso up some goodly, compassionate friends 
for us: and we, the subscribers, do assert the truth of what 
is here written. 
Ricrarp BrLackiati, 
Danie, Suerton, 
ArcuinaLtp Donwar, 
Jas. Ilumrureys, 
JAMES CLARKE. 


Church 


Timotny Trrirarron, ; 
Wardens. 


Wom Sori, 
Wintiam Rawsrson, 
WitiiAm JEANES, 
Joun Jounson, 


Cc 


[From Documentary History of the Pe Be Church (Con~ 
necticut), vole I (NeY., 1863, 39-44. ] 
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WILLS OF YOUR FOREFATHERS IN THE STATE LIBRARY: 


Bennett, Daniel (1714) Fairfield, Noe 668 
Blacklatch, Richard (1751) Fairfield, Noe 825 
Burrough, Edward (1732) Fairfield, Noe 1472 


54 


Clarke, James (1714) Fairfield, Noe 1626 
Davis, Elias (1748) Fairfield, Noe 1894 
Dunlap, Elizabeth (1714) Fairfield, Noe 2050 
Edwards, Thomas cee Fairfield, Noe 2077 
Gaskill, Samuel (1707 Fairfield, Noe 2304 
Hawley, Samuel (1734) Fairfield, Noe 2785 
Jeanes, William (1726) Fairfield, Noe 3391 
Johnson, John (1724) Fairfield, Nos 3466 
Knell, Isaac (1708) Administration Papers onlye 
Laborie, James (1741) Fairfield, Noe 3696 
Nisbitt, Hugh (1711) Fairfield, No. 4598 
Peat, John (1710) Fairfield, Noe 4851 
Pitman, Jonathan (1731) Fairfield, Noe 4990 
Shelton, Daniel (1728) Fairfield, Noe 5602 
Smith, William (1749) Fairfield, Noe 5991 
Titharton, Timothy (1740) Fairfield, Noe 6403 
[The above list is not exhaustives] 


BRINT, ISAAC. Signed petition to Bpe of London, 

Apre 1, 17076 17 ORE 
BENNETT, DANIEL. Signed same petition, Apr. 1, 
BLACKLEACH, RICHARD. Signed petition to Bpe of 

London, Apre 1, 1707; letter to Col. Nicholson, 

May 26, 17092 Petition to Gove Saltonstall, 

Apre 25, 1710. Signed "Account of the Suffer- 

ings" in 1710. Petition to Bpe of London, 1710}; 

Petition to Queen of England, 1710; as Warden, 

wrote Cole Heathcote Apre 9, 1714e See Wilcox- 

son, pe 2053 Orcutt, II, 1155-1156 
BLACKLEACH, RICHARD, JRe Signed petition to Bpe 

of London, Apre 1, 1707. Married Mehetable La- 

boree, a communicant of Epise Che, in 1724. See 

Orcutt, IIT, 1155 
BROOKS, THOMAS. Signed petition to Bpe of London, 

Apre 1, 17076 
BURROUGH, EDWARD. Signed petition to Bpe of London 

in 1710; also petition to Queen Anne, 1710. 
CLARKE, JAMES. Signed "Account of the Sufferings” 

in 1710; signed petitions to Bpe of London and 

Queen Anne in 1710. On tax list of 1671. 
COWLES, SIMEON: The Reve John Sharpe stayed at 

his home on Jane 31, 1710. [Name probably is 

SIMEON COUCH. ] 

DAVIS, ELIAS® Son of Samuel Davise Baptized by 

the Reve John Sharpe on Jane 26, 17100 
DICKSON, HANNAH. Wife of Jamese Baptized by the 

Reve John Sharpe, Jane 15, 1710¢ 
DUNLAP, ARCHIBALD. Signed all petitionse 
DUNLAP, ELIZABETHe Daue of abovee Baptized by 

the Reve John Sharpe, Jane 29, 17100 
EDWARDS, THOMAS. Signed to Bpe of London in 1707 
GASKELL, SAMUEL. Signed to Bpe of London in 1707. 
GILBERT, PHOEBE. Baptized Jane 26, 1710, by the 

Reve John Sharpee Daughter of Jonathan Gilberte 
HAWLEY, SAMUEL. Signed to Bpe of London, 1707« 

On tax list of 167le Often mentioned in Orcutte 
HENERY, SAMUEL, Signed to Bpe of London, 1707 
HUMPHREYS, JAMES. Signed all petitions in 1710. 
JEANES, WILLIAM. Tested the tax law in 17096 

Was visited by the Reve John Sharpe on Jane 25, 

1710. Signed petition to Gove Saltonstall in 

1710. Attorney for Christ Church, 1710. Pro- 

tested at Town Meeting in 1709« Signed both 

petitions of 1710. Survived by one son and 

five daughterse Michael was the sone Esther 

married Abraham Beardsle@e 
JOHNSON, JOHNe Mentioned in the Reve John Sharpe's 
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diary of Jane, 1710. Signed petitions to Gov. 
Saltonstall, Bp. of London and Queen Anne in 1710. 
His tombstone is the oldest (Wilcoxson, 253) in 
the little Episcopal cemetery: 


Here lyes the body of 
Mr. John Johnson, who died 
A February y® 8th, 1725, Aged 756 


KNELL, ISAAC. Signed petition to Bpe of London, 
Apres 1, 1707. Was a good neighbor to the Revs 
John Reed, Congregational ministere 

LABORIE, JAMES. Physician, son of the Reve James 
Laborie, an Episcopal clergyman and physiciane 
Born in 1691; settled in Stratford as a physi- 
ciane Built a pew in Congregational meeting= 
house at his own expense in 1714. Mentioned as 
having been visited by the Reve John Sharpe on 
Jano 23, 1710. Married Abigail, daughter of 
Richard Blackleache See Orcutt, 316-317. 

MARCY, JOHNe While a vestryman, was seized at mid= 
night, Dece 12, 1709, and thrown into gaole Re- 
leased after paying taxes on Dece 15, 17096 

MOREY, JOSHUA. Son of John Morey. Baptized Jane 
29, 1710, by the Rev. John Sharpee 

NISBITT, HUGH. As vestryman, signed petition to 
Gove Saltonstall, Apre 25, 17106 

PEAT, JOHNe Apparently a descendant of one of tha 
first immigrants with Adam Blackman or Blakemane 
Signed petition to Bpe of London, Apre 1, 17076 
According to Orcutt, 165, the first sexton and 
bell-ringer of the Congregational Church in Strat- 
ford was John Peat. Called "Goodman Peat." Held 
office until 1660, when he was succeeded by John 

_- Pickette 

PITMAN, JONAH OR JONATHAN. Signed petition to Bpe 
of London, Apre 1, 1707; visited by the Reve John 
Sharpe, Jane 23, 17106 As vestryman, signed pe~ 
tition to Gove Saltonstall on Apres 25, 1710. 

RONALDSON, WILLIAM [Usually transcribed--I think 
incorrectly, RAWLINSON] Signed petition to Bpe 
of London, Apre 1, 1707.2 Was seized and put into 
gaol on Jane 16, 1710; released on the 17the As 
vestryman signed petition to Gove Saltonstall on 
Apre 25, 1710. Signed all the petitions of 1710. 

SHELTON, DANIEL (Sometimes spelled "Shilton.") 
Signed petition to Bpe of London, Apre 1, 1707; 
signed letter to Cole Nicholson, May 26, 17093; 
put into gaol for refusing to pay certain taxes 
on Jane 16, 1710. (See discussion by Orcutt, I, 
965; see Wilcoxson, 206=209). 

SKIDMORE, JOHN. Signed petition to Bpe of London, 
April 1, 1707. 

SMITH, WILLIAM. Signed petition to Bpe of London, 

April 1, 1707; as church warden, signed petition 
to Gove Saltonstall on Apre 25, 1710. In the 
same year, signed "An Account of the Sufferings” 
and petitions to the Bp. of London and Queen 
Annee As warden, signed letter to Col. Heathcote 
on Apre 9, 1714.6 

SMITH, WILLIAM, JRe Baptized by the Rev. John 
Sharpe on Jane 29, 1710. 

STILES, DORCAS. Granddaughter of Isaac Styles, one 
of the family that created much friction earlier 
in favor of the "half-way" covenante She was 
baptized by the Reve John Sharpe on Jane 26, 
1710, at Long Hille 

STILES, ISAAC, JRe? Signed petition to Bp. of Lon- 
don, Apre ly 1707e 


STILES, ISAAC, SRe? Baptized on Jane 27, 1710, 
by the Reve John Sharpe, who considered him the 
first male child born in the Colony of Connec- 
ticut---then eighty years of ages [If Sharpe 
was correct, Isaac was born in Connecticut in 
1630888] The Stiles family appears on the tax 
list of 1671. 

TITHARTON, TIMOTHY. Signed petition to Bpe of Lon- 
don, Apre 1, 1707. (Descended from Daniel Tithar- 
ton (or Titterton), which see in Wilcoxson, 94, 
and Orcutt, I, 111-112.) Timothy signed letter 
to Cole Francis Nicholson, May 26, 1709e Asa 
warden, he was seized on Dec. 12, 1709, forced 
to travel late at night, and was thrown into a 
common jail. Signed petition to Gove Salton 
stall as warden, Apre 25, 1710. Signed the 
"Account of the Sufferings of the Members of the 
Church of England" in 1710; signed all the pe- 
titions of that year. Tittertons are listed on 
the Tax List of 167le 

WOOD, SARAH. Wife of George Woode Baptized at 
Fairfield by the Reve John Sharpe on Jan. 19, 
17106 


pt by Samuel Johnson 
with the birth of his 
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Samuel Johnson), who married Mary Sage. The 
record is carried down into his rectorship at Stratford. ] 
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CONNECTICUT ARCHIVES 
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[For the cultural background of this period, 
consult Louis Be Wright, The Cultural Life 
of the American Colonies, 1607-1763 Amer. 
ican Nation Series)e] 


am w hee 2 


Es 
8e< a ae 


Gers 


Re 


oC 
he 


s 


y 


$ 


S 


MANUSCRIPT 


¢ 


ECCLESIASTICAL, 1659-1789 
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At the October session of the General Assembly of Connecti- 
cut, in 1664, William Pitkin, Michael Humphrey, John Stedman, 
James Enno, Robert Reeve, John Moses, and Jonas Westover — 
all freemen of the corporation of Connecticut, designating them- 
selves ‘‘professors of the Protestant Christian Religion, Members 
of the Church of England, and subjects to our sovereign lord, 
Charles the Second, by God’s grace king of England’’-— addressed 
that body, ‘‘to declare our grievances and to petition for a redress 
of the same.”” They complained of their “past and present want 
of these Ordinances which’’— they asserted —‘‘ought to be ad- 
ministered”’ to them and their children ‘“‘as members of Christ’s 
visible Church.”” They appealed to the language of the charter 
and of the King’s letter to the Massachusetts Bay Colony of 
June 20th, 1662, as warranting their claim to the administration 
of the sacraments; and they asked the action of the Assembly to 
put them “in a full and free capacity of enjoying those fore- 
mentioned advantages, which to us, as members of Christ’s 
visible Church, do of right belong.’”’ They referred to the rela- 
tions in which they stood to ‘Our Mother Church;” and asserted 
that they and theirs “‘are not under the due care of an orthodox 
ministry that will in a due manner administer’ the two sacra- 
ments; that they were ‘‘as sheep scattered having no shepherd.”’ 
They prayed that for the future “‘no law in this corporation may 
be of any force to make us pay or contribute to the maintenance 
of any minister or officer of the Church that will neglect or refuse 
to baptise our children, and to take care of us as of such members 
of the Church as are under his or their charge and care.” 


—- Edgar Legare Pennington, Church of England 


Beginnings in Connecticut, Hartford, 1938, 
page 5e 
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